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Plumbing engineering (8710-36) (356)​
Heating engineering (8710-35/36) (355) ​
Gas engineering (8710-34) (354) 

Guide to marking the 
T Level Occupational Specialism Assessment

‘T Level’ is a registered trademark of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. ‘Institute for Apprenticeships & Technical Education’ and logo are registered 
trademarks of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.
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Thank you for accessing these support materials. 

Please note that the Practical Observation form has been updated since 
the publication of these materials. The Practical Observation form 

included in the live assessment materials is the version that must be used 
when assessing the Occupational Specialism.
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To be able to apply the 
marking process using the 
marking grid

To become familiar with the 
assessment documentation

To become familiar with typical 
evidence types

Aims and objectives

To gain a general overview of 
the requirements of the
T Level Occupational 
Specialism assessment 
requirements
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Agenda

Overview of typical assessment for 
Occupational Specialism1

Overview of Assessment Themes2 

Using the Assessor Pack3

Using the Marking Grid4

How to complete a Practical Observation form5

How to complete the Candidate Record Form6

Making a marking decision7

Declaration of Authenticity8
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Introduction

• The occupational specialism practical 
assessments for the T Levels are 
externally-set summative assessments 
which are internally marked by centre
assessors.

• During this session we will give an 
overview of how the marking should be 
approached using the marking grid.

• If there is more than one assessor 
carrying out marking at the centre, this 
process should be carried out as part of a 
group activity to ensure assessors are 
clear and in agreement about what sorts 
of evidence are relevant for assessment 
and which assessment theme they fit 
into.

We have created a guide to marking process video which is 
available to watch online here. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2322068931616684033
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Assessment

The assessment for this component consists of a practical 
assignment that includes a project brief and then a number 
of tasks for the candidate to complete. 

The tasks set produce assessment themes that cover a 
range of knowledge and skills from the performance 
outcomes in the qualification specification. 

Each candidate will receive a total mark for each 
assessment theme. The total for each assessment theme is 
accumulated, giving a total.
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Assessment overview

Candidates will be assessed against the 
following assessment themes:

• Health and Safety

• Design and planning

• Systems and components

• Reports and information#

• Inspecting and testing of systems and 
components

• Handover and communication

• Working with faults
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Assessment pack 
key information

Assessors must read the Assessor Pack to ensure familiarity 
and compliance with:

• Time allocation 

• Resources

• Conditions of assessment

• What must be produced for marking

• Additional evidence of candidate performance that must 
be captured
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Task 1
Planning the installation

Task 2
Installation, commissioning and 
decommissioning

Task 3
Carrying out maintenance

Assessment information
The Practical Assignment is based around a work-based scenario and is made up of 3 Tasks​
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Assessment information

Tasks contain:

• Resources needed​

• Tasks to be completed by the candidate​

• Conditions of assessment​

• What must be produced for marking​

• Additional evidence of candidate performance 
that must be captured
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Candidate produced 
evidence
Design calculations, 
inspection and testing 
documentation, fault 
reports.

Practical
Observation (PO) Forms
Descriptive 
and differentiating

Photographic evidence
As specified in the
Assessor Guidance

Video evidence
As specified in the
Assessor Guidance

Evidence to be collected
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Evidence to be collected

Materials lists

Risk assessmentMethod statement
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Practical Observation 
(PO) Forms
PO Forms should be 
descriptive and describe how 
the candidate approached the 
tasks and clearly describe 
performance.

Generalisations and 
confirmation of tasks 
completed should be avoided 
and must be based on the 
candidate's performance.​

Strengths and weaknesses 
should be recorded giving 
examples of the observed 
performance.

Evidence to be collected
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Evidence to be collected

Photographic and video evidence
What must be produced for marking that marks will be awarded for:

• Photographs of the installation process to include:

• A photograph of the whole installation area every 2 hours which will show how the 
installation progressed over the time period, detail of the standard of workmanship and 
state of the general work area.

• On completion of the work if the time taken extended beyond the allowed time.

• A close-up photo of the connected distribution board

• Notes: Photographs should not feature the candidate and should focus on the produced 
work. Each photo of the work area should contain a notice indicating the candidate's 
name and the time each photo was take, e.g., 2 hours, 4 hours.

• Completed Electrical Installation Certificate, together with a Schedule of Inspections, and a 
Schedule of Test Results, accompanied by a copy of the Guidance for recipients.
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Evidence to be collected
Photographic
The types of photographs to collate are included within the 
assessor pack

Video
Video evidence may be required to capture some aspects 
of the practical activities.​ Assessors must refer to the 
assessor pack guidance. Videos should be no longer that 
stipulated.
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How to mark the evidence
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Identify
the evidence within 
the assignment that 

supports the 
assessment theme

Select
the Band using the 
band descriptors

Award
mark within the band 
that is supported by 

the evidence

Justify
the awarding of marks

Marking of each Assessment Theme

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4
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Assessment theme – Health & Safety marking grid

Assessment theme 
identified focus

Indicative content
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Marking Grid

Marks per band
1-3 4-6 7-9

Risk assessment is complete and covers 
the key risk/hazard factors. Risk mitigation 
methods are limited. Likelihood against 
probability has been attempted but lacks 
reasoning.

Health and safety is followed during 
preparation and throughout all tasks so 
that all work is completed safely but when 
working some low-risk hazards were 
missed.

Risk assessment is complete and covers 
a good range of risk/hazard factors. Risk 
mitigation methods have been identified 
for some of the potential risks/hazards, 
but not all.

Consideration is given to potential for 
harm and probability factors.

Health and safety is followed during 
preparation and throughout tasks and all 
work completed safely.

Risk assessment is complete, detailed 
and clearly identifies all the associated 
risk/hazard factors. Risk mitigation 
methods are detailed and have been 
clearly identified for all potential 
risks/hazards. Potential for harm and 
probability factors have been identified 
throughout.​

Health and safety is followed during 
preparation and throughout tasks and all 
work completed safely. Risks and hazards 
that occur during the tasks are correctly 
mitigated against as they are arise.
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Guidance for markers

Task 1 
Risk Assessment

Task 2
Assessor observation 

- Installation of components

- Decommissioning

- Safe isolation

Task 3
Assessor observation

- Fault diagnosis

- Repair and rectify fault

The following evidence from Task 1, Task 2 and Task 3 should be 
used to assess performance against this assessment theme.
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Candidate Record Form (CRF)
Band 1 Band 2 Band 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Band Band justification 
The candidate has demonstrated that they meet the requirements of the lowest marking band: Document are brief but 
correct in process but with minor inaccuracies in technical knowledge and sequencing. No reasoning provided to justify 
choices made. Key materials, quantities and PPE required to meet the brief have been identified with some consideration 
given to the aesthetics of the finished installation. Therefore the mark to be awarded sits within the lower marking band.

Mark Mark justification
The candidate demonstrates a good understanding of the sequencing of activities in relation to the given tasks, marking out 
tasks, collecting materials and installing components before clipping out. The methods given follow the logical stages of the
installation, cutting and bending before soldering and pressure testing. The method statements identify all the key steps, the 
steps are brief but accurate, however no reasoning or justification has been given to support the methods given.

The candidate shows good knowledge and understanding of the different resources required to carry out the tasks and meet 
the requirements of the assignment brief. The candidate has selected the minimum materials and equipment required to 
allow for a successful installation in line with the assignment brief. The candidate has identified quantities that are accurate
and relevant to the tasks. The candidate demonstrates good understanding of health and safety and listed the PPE required 
to carry out the tasks safely, as well as including heat proof mats and dust sheets which demonstrate consideration to the 
customer property.

Due to the reasons outlined here – the response has been determined to be in the middle marking band and a mark of 3 has 
been awarded.



Task 1: Risk Assessment
The candidate demonstrates a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of the different types of risk and hazards associated 
with heating activities. The candidate has identified all hazards and 
associated risks for each of the tasks.  ​

The candidate demonstrates excellent understanding of the 
mitigations that can be used to minimise the identified risks and 
hazards, and has identified and provided thorough detail for the 
identified control/s. ​

The probability of each of the hazards/ risks occurring has been 
accurately identified for each of the hazards.​
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Marking of each Assessment 
Theme – Health & Safety



Task 2: Safe isolation – Practical Observation Form
Candidate demonstrated an excellent knowledge and understanding of the safe isolation process and was able to identify all steps
and carried the process out confidently in the correct sequence.
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Marking of each Assessment Theme – Health & Safety

Task Notes
Detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all 
evidence has been submitted.

Safe isolation • The candidate was confident in describing the industry safe isolation procedure, and how they planned to 
proceed with the task and described a clear logical sequence giving reasons to the process that would 
eliminate any risk of injury. 

• Candidate correctly selected all the equipment required, including voltage indicator, lock off kit, correct 
signage.

• The candidate correctly checked the testing equipment and confirmed operation before continuing with tests 
to prove supply was DEAD. The candidate could clearly articulate the purpose of each step in ensuring the 
electrical supply was correctly isolated. Candidate correctly identified signage and placed notices to advise 
the system was isolated and tested.
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Assessment theme – Health and safety
Band 1 Band 2 Band 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Band Band justification 
The candidate has demonstrated that they have exceeded the requirements of 
the middle marking band: Risk assessment is detailed and clearly identifies all of 
the associated risk factors. Risk mitigation methods are detailed and have been 
clearly identified for all potential risks. Potential for harm and probability factors 
have been identified throughout. Health and safety is followed during preparation 
and throughout tasks and all work completed safely. Risks and hazards that 
occur during the tasks are correctly mitigated against as they arise.
Therefore the mark to be awarded sits within the upper marking band.

Mark Mark justification
The candidate demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the 
different types of risk and hazards associated with heating activities. The 
candidate has identified all hazards and associated risks for each of the tasks. 
The candidate demonstrates excellent understanding of the mitigations that can 
be used to minimise the identified risks and hazards, and has identified and 
provided thorough detail for the identified control/s. The probability of each of the 
hazards/risks occurring has been accurately identified for each hazard.
Due to reasons outlines here – the response has been determined to be at the 
upper end of the highest marking band and a mark of 11 has been awarded.



Task 1: Risk Assessment
The candidate demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding 
of the different types of risk and hazards associated with heating 
activities. The candidate has identified the major hazards and 
associated risks for each of the tasks.  ​

The candidate demonstrates some understanding of the mitigations 
that can be used to minimise the identified risks and hazards and 
has attempted to identify controls, although these are somewhat 
brief the candidate does demonstrate some understanding by 
making links to the correct use of PPE, and use of wet rag to cool 
hot pipework. ​

The probability of each of the hazards/ risks occurring has been 
attempted and mostly accurate and realistic. ​
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Marking of each Assessment 
Theme – Health & Safety



Task 2: Safe isolation – Practical Observation Form
Candidate carried out all necessary steps in the safe isolation process. The safe isolation process was correct in method.
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Marking of each Assessment Theme – Health & Safety

Task Notes
Detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all 
evidence has been submitted.

Safe isolation • Candidate took some time starting the task and although was correct in performing the process some initial 
prompting was required to ensure they were aware of the time. It was clear there was a lack of awareness 
from the candidate about managing their time effectively throughout the process.

• Candidate correctly sourced all the equipment needed and gained permission to proceed from the assessor.
• The candidate correctly checked the testing equipment and confirmed operation and continued to isolate 

supply correctly.
• Tests to prove supply was DEAD had been carried out with accuracy and confirmed the installation was 

safe.
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Assessment theme – Health and safety
Band 1 Band 2 Band 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Band Band justification 
The candidate has demonstrated that they have exceeded the requirements of 
the lowest marking band: Risk assessment is complete and covers a good range 
of risk factors. Risk mitigation methods have been identified for some of the 
potential risks, but not all. Consideration is given to potential risks, but not all. 
Health and safety is followed during preparation and throughout tasks and all 
work completed safely. 
Therefore the mark to be awarded sits within the middle marking band.

Mark Mark justification
The candidate demonstrates a good knowledge and understanding of the 
different types of risk and hazards associated with heating activities. The 
candidate has identified the major hazards and associated risks for each of the 
tasks. The candidate demonstrates some understanding of the mitigations that 
can be used to minimise the identified risks and hazards and has attempted to 
identify controls, although these are somewhat brief the candidate does 
demonstrate some understanding by making links to the correct use of PPE, and 
use of wet rag to cool hot pipework. The probability of each of the hazards/risks 
occurring has been attempted and mostly accurate and realistic.
Due to reasons outlines here – the response has been determined to be at the 
upper end of the middle marking band and a mark of 7 has been awarded.
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Declarations of Authenticity

Declarations of Authenticity are required and 
must be signed by the candidate and tutor
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