Users Guide To Tropical Fish

The right fish for you
When selecting tropical fish it is essential that you not only choose the right species of fish but the right equipment too.  For example, it would be a big mistake to purchase seven tiny Angelfish for your small tank and then discover a year later that they grow to a massive 120mm.  Always think ahead!

It takes time for your tank and fish to settle in there new home so make sure you get a good stock of fish.  Don’t rush in and buy the most exotic species at first, you could end up being disappointed and make sure when you purchase your fish you get a healthy batch.

At the Pet Shop

Always examine the fish and point out the most healthy to the Pet Shop owner for his/her reaction.  Also look for the size of the fish otherwise, as we said earlier, you’ll be disappointed when the fish becomes too large.  Always look for an adult fish to compare the size with the juvenile.
What to do when you get the fish home

Once you have purchased the fish and bring it home you must ensure that the water is the same temperature as in the shop.  If the fish is suddenly introduced to colder water it could be disstrous.  The best advice is to leave the fish in the bag, in the tank for approximately 15 – 20 minutes.
Requirements of the fish

Some fish are extremely choosy regarding their environment and it’s therefore essential you select the right fish for the right aquarium:

Angelfish – are happiest in tall tanks
Catfish and Labyrinth fish– usually prefer a deep, broad tank with lots of water

Danios and Tetras – these require vast space as they are fast swimmers and like to race around

Some smaller fish love to hide under rocks or behind plants.  Therefore, try to create small, intriate hiding places for them.

Fish:Tank ratio
A common mistake as a beginner is to stock your tank with to many fish, thus making the water very toxic and extremely dangerous for the fish.  Remember, you can always add fish to your tank but it is harder to take them out!  It is recomended that in order to select the correct ratio of fish:tank the following formulae is used:
Width of tank * Length = Water surface area / 40cm (standard)

Then divide the answer to the above by the amount of fish you want to add to the tank.

Although this is not the perfect formula, it is a great guideline if your a beginner.  The key is to always understock!
Enclosed is your guide to some of the most popular tropical fish.
