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Agenda

Introducing Adult Skills

¶Key policy drivers within England

Maths and English entitlement for adults

Traineeships

Apprenticeships

Restart

Supporting your Adult Skills provision

¶Our Employability Skills offer

¶Maths, English and ESOL

¶Funding and other programme rules

¶Digital support resources

Questions

Next steps

¶Other support from the Maths, English, ESOL and Employability team

¶Contact us
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Why Adult Skills and digital skills matter 
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With over 800 qualifications (Awards, Certificates and Diplomas) 

from Entry Level to Level 3 that are funded by the Adult Education 

Budget (AEB), we have one of the largest ranges of AEB funded 

qualifications available.

Weôve worked with employers andtraining providers to ensure 

our programmes are fit for purpose and give learners the skills they need 

to succeed in their chosen career and life.

As we emerge from the pandemic, weôre starting to see a higher take-up 

of our digital infrastructure industries as well as leadership qualifications, 

leading to the need for further development in both basic and specialised 

digital skills.

In summary Adult Skills are needed now more than ever!

Source: 

Digital Transformation and the Adult 

Education Budget Report, City & 

Guilds Group and Emsi, 2020.
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Supporting your 
Adult Skills provision

City & Guilds combines a long history of dedication to skills 
development with investment in new technologies to help make 
the teaching and learning experience as successful as possible.

If youôre planning your funding and curriculum for the upcoming 
academic year and need further support, get in touch with us.
Weôll help you plan your strategy, curriculum, and delivery 
effectively.

Planning your 

curriculum?

Speak to us today

Request a call back

https://email.cityandguilds.com/p/1LRT-ONL/adult-skills-digital-contact-form


Maths and English: some context 

The challenge
Å Globally, 750 million adults (two thirds of whom 

women) cannot read or write a simple sentence.

Å Numeracy and literacy vital to
Å organisationsô efficiency and 

competitiveness
Å individualsô life chances. 

Å Where these are lacking, thereôs an increased 
likelihood of
Å accidents
Å errors and miscalculations
Å poor health and wellbeing
Å misunderstandings and conflicts
Å poor customer experience...
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Why do we take an interest in this?
City & Guilds started developing qualifications 
and resources to support numeracy and literacy 
because we could see these impacting on 
learnersô vocational achievements and their 
ability to progress. 

Weôve been doing so for nearly 50 years!
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Adult Education Budget (AEB)

Maths and English entitlement
Other key considerations



Maths and English ïlegal entitlement
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Adults in England without a óhigh stakesô Level 2 in maths/English (eg GCSE at/above 

grade 4 or C) attract full funding to study these subjects

Å Provision should support progress towards Level 2.

Å Funding can be accessed for óstepping stoneô qualifications and units

(as well as for óhigh stakesô qualifications such as Functional Skills and GCSE).

ÅDetails set out in AEB funding rules document.

Å Weôve also produced our own maths an English funding guides

(for 16+ study programmes, as well as for AEB)

See Maths and English - Funding Information (cityandguilds.com)

includes links to óFind a Learning Aimô listing for every fundable aim (QAN or UAN).

Å AEB full funding only applies to ESOL qualifications if learner unemployed

or below low-income threshold (£17,374.50 annual gross salary).

https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/funding/maths-english


Employability and AEB
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Employability and work preparation can usually be funded through AEB

(although check local flexibilities)

ÅNormally co-funded unless learner unemployed.

Å Some scope to deliver unregulated provision

(although our suite of regulated qualifications contains a lot of choice

and flexibility!).



Traineeships



City & Guilds Traineeship Support

Å The current Traineeship flexibilities have 
been extended into 2021-22.

Å No further news on the 16-19 traineeship 
commercial process, although ESFA say is it 
on the cards. 

Å Traineeship policy developments ï

ü Sector based traineeships

ü Move towards traineeships becoming L2 
progression route to apprenticeships 
standards and T Levels ïlinked to 
qualification reforms.

ü And to IfATE work on occupational 
maps/standards
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Traineeships: key considerations
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All Trainees required to study maths and English (or ESOL) if they donôt already hold óhigh stakesô 

Level 2 qualifications in these subjects (eg GCSE at/above grade 4 or C, or Functional Skills at Level 2)

ÅóCondition of Fundingô rules apply to 16-19s (and 19-24s with EHCP)

Å note differences between full and part-time (and if <150 hours).

Å able to continue accessing funding for maths and English, if not achieved at end of Traineeship

Å AEB funding methodology applies for adults ïincluding maths and English legal entitlement.

Å Our maths and English funding guides confirm precisely what is approved/fundable:

Maths and English - Funding Information (cityandguilds.com)

https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/funding/maths-english


Apprenticeships



Maths and English within apprenticeships
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All standards require at least Level 1 achievement in maths and English, 
most require Level 2

ÅDiscrete funding for maths and English
Åless generous than AEB rates, as itôs presumed delivery will be combined with 

vocational/technical content.

ÅTime needs to be allocated ïin addition to 20% off-the-job.

ÅRequirement to óstudy towards Level 2ô (if standard requires Level 1) 
remains suspended
Åwonôt be restored until at least 31 December 2021.

ÅSee apprenticeship funding rules for details.


