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• Employer set project
• Occupational specialism assessments
• Delivery and curriculum planning outside of the Technical Qualification
• Progression or industry placements.   

• Overview of the core theory exams
• Assessment objectives-relating to question types
• Use of command verbs in questions
• Question types using sample assessments 
• Deconstructing an exam question
• Hints and tips

Agenda

** If you missed our previous Land T Level webinars, you can find the recordings and slide deck on our T Level events page here. 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/events
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Technical Qualification – Core Theory 
Examination



Overview of the Core Assessment for Agriculture, 
Environmental & Animal Care 

Core component – Learners must complete all assessment components

Assessment 
component Method Duration Marks Weightin

g Marking Grading

Common core 
exam paper 1 

Externally set 
exam 2 hours 80 30% Externally 

marked This 
component 
will be 
awarded on 
the grade 
scale A* -E

Core pathway 
exam paper 2

Externally set 
exam 2 hours 80 30% Externally 

marked

Employer-set 
project

Externally set 
project 17 hours 90 40% Externally 

marked

Learners must complete:
• Two externally set exam papers covering knowledge from the Common Core and the 

chosen Core Pathway
• One employer-set project covering knowledge and skills from the Common Core and 

chosen Core Pathway
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Each exam paper has been split into two sections which will be made up of 
different question types, including short answer questions, structured 
questions, and extended response questions. 

The common core and core pathway exams will follow the same structure, 
but each exam will cover different technical content.

In both the common core and the core pathway papers the level of difficulty 
will increase through the papers, with lower demand questions at the 
beginning of the question paper to higher demand questions at the end of 
the question paper.

Core Theory Exam Papers
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Common Core Theory Paper 1 

Paper 1 - Common Core (10 Elements) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 16 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions,
which target application of knowledge and understanding, and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

   Element 

1 Health and safety 
2 Sustainability 
3 Working in the Agriculture, Environmental and Animal Care sector 
4 Ethics
5 Business
6 Equality
7 Communication
8 Relationship management
9 Finance

10 Information and data
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2:  Crop, Woodland and Horticulture
Paper 2 –Core Pathway Crop, Woodland and Horticulture (5 elements) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 14 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

Element 

1 Health and safety 

2 Sustainability 

3 Biosecurity 

4 Supply chain 

5 Plant growth and development 
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2: Land-based Engineering

Paper 2 –Core Pathway Land-based Engineering (8 elements) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 15 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

   Element 

1 Health and safety
2 Sustainability

3 Biosecurity
4 Supply chain
5 Types of land-based equipment and machinery

6 Operating principles of integrated and stand-alone systems and 
components

7 Land-based equipment and machinery maintenance
8 Repair land-based equipment and machinery
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2:  Livestock Production
Paper 2 –Core Pathway Livestock Production (10 elements)  (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 12 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

   Element 
1 Health and safety 
2 Sustainability 
3 Biosecurity
4 Supply chain
5 Stock management ‘non feed’
6 Bodily systems
7 Nutrition
8 Medicine
9 Technology and equipment

10 Data and information
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2: Floristry

Paper 2 –Core Pathway Floristry (7 elements ) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 14 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

Element 

1 Health and safety 
2 Sustainability 
3 Biosecurity 
4 Supply chain 
5 Data and documentation
6 Business
7 Plant biology 
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2: Animal Management
Paper 2 –Core Pathway Animal Management (7 elements ) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 14 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

Element 

1 Health and safety 

2 Sustainability 

3 Biosecurity 

4 Supply chain 

5 Learning theories

6 Anatomy & physiology

7 Animal health
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Core Pathway Theory Paper 2: Animal Science
Paper 2 –Core Pathway Animal Science (8 elements ) (2hrs)

Section A is weighted at 55% and is made up of 44 marks and includes 14 short answer and medium answer questions of 
a low tariff and medium tariff value. These short answer questions which target recall of knowledge, demonstration of 
understanding and application of knowledge and understanding.

Section B is weighted at 45% and is made up of 36 marks and includes 3 extended response questions, which target 
application of knowledge and understanding and analysis and evaluation of information and issues.

Element 

1 Health and safety 

2 Sustainability 

3 Biosecurity 

4 Supply chain 

5 Anatomy & physiology

6 Biological cells and tissues

7 Nutrition

8 Animal behaviour



Core Exam assessment windows
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The use of command verbs 
and understanding 

assessment objectives
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Command verbs in exam papers are the 
words your learners need to understand. 
They tell you what level of /depth of 
response the examiner is looking for.
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Assessment 
Objectives 
for the Core 
Exam  
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Command word Definition Likely AO(s) 
Identify recognise something, usually from an image, and state what it is AO1a
Label add names or descriptions, indicating their positions, on e.g. an image/ drawing AO1a
List give as many answers/ examples as the question indicates AO1a
State give the answer, clearly and carefully AO1a
Name give the (technical) name of something AO1a
Select choose (e.g. the correct material/tool for the job) by making careful decisions AO1a
Define give the meaning of something, usually of a technical term AO1a
Describe a… write what something is like – usually what it looks, tastes, feels, sounds like etc, AO1a
Describe the process for… give the steps in a process AO1a
Compare (…and contrast)

(or describe the similarities/differences)

look for and describe the similarities (and differences) between two or more things/ 
circumstances

AO1b

Differentiate between show or find the characteristic differences between two or more similar things/ 
concepts

AO1b

Distinguish between describe the characteristic differences between two things, or make one thing seem 
different from another

AO1b

Annotate add explanatory notes and comments AO1b
Give example(s)

Illustrate/ 

use examples or images to support, clarify or demonstrate e.g. an explanation AO1b

Calculate work out the answer to a problem using mathematical operators and concepts AO1b
Summarise give the main/ key points, which give a broad overview of something AO1b
Explain the… make clear or easy to understand by giving details and linked reasoning AO1b



Command word Definition Likely AO(s)

Explain why /consequences of/ reasons 
for…

give the causes of/ rational for something AO1b, AO2

Explain how… Give the steps in e.g. a process, clarifying causal 
relationships

AO2/AO3

Discuss talk/write about a topic in detail, considering the different 
issues, ideas, opinions related to it

AO3

Analyse study or examine usually a complex issue in detail to identify 
essential elements, causes, characteristics etc

AO3

Give a rationale Explain why you have taken particular actions/ decisions AO3

Justify your decisions Make a case for the decisions/ actions taken explaining why 
they particularly meet the particular circumstances/ context

AO3

Describe the effect of (e.g. an event)…. 
Describe the effect on …..….

write about what has changed/happened because of the e.g. 
event

AO2

Evaluate Make an analysis about the success/ quality of e.g. end 
product/outcome – usually systematic, proposing 
improvements

AO3

19
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How the application of command verbs in questions works in practice  
AO1 (a) Demonstrate knowledge-all AOs require the ability to recall knowledge. AO1a) refers to 
instances where the learner is simply required to demonstrate basic recall (10% weighting)

AO1 (b) Demonstrate understanding- The ability to explain principles and concepts beyond recall (15% 
weighting)

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding to different situations and context (45% weighting)

AO3 Analyse and evaluate information and issues (30% weighting)

• Short, lower-tariff (marks) question types, ‘state, list’-type, recall questions typically require a 
separate point per mark  AO1 (a)

• Medium- tariff (marks) question types, ‘explain’-type questions may require a point or limited 
explanation for 1 mark with a further mark available for more depth or explanation AO1 (b)

• Higher tariff 6-12 mark question types, ‘discuss’-type questions expect a higher quality of 
response for higher marks, and these are usually marked using level of response marking 
(bands) 

    AO2 and AO3
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Examples of question types 

Common Core Exam
Core Pathway Exam
Extended Response Questions
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Common Core Paper 1 – Section A

Command verb is STATE - give the answer, clearly and carefully

Key words learners need to understand are one, purpose, and Data 
Protection Act.



Common Core Paper 1 – Section A

Command verb is EXPLAIN -
make clear or easy to 

understand by giving details 
and linked reasoning 

Key words learners need to 
understand are two, 
CPD, and benefits.



Common Core Paper 1 – Section B (Extended Response Questions)

Command verbs are analyse (study/examine a complex issue in detail to identify essential 
elements) and justify (make a case for the decisions/actions taken with reference to the context).
Key words: direct, indirect, consequences, promote

These type of questions are designed for stretch and challenge and provide opportunity for differentiation of 
learners.

For less able learners you may need to break these types of questions down during formative assessments to 
support learners in accessing marks.



Indicative Content



Mark Scheme
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Command verb is IDENTIFY -
recognise and name

Key words learners need to 
understand are two, factors and 
prioritise tasks.

Core Pathway Paper 2 – Section A
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Command verb is LIST - give as many answers / examples 
as the question indicates

Key words learners need to understand are first two, 
control measures and hazard.

Core Pathway Paper 2 – Section A
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Two-part question.
Command verbs are IDENTIFY/EXPLAIN:

Identify - recognise and name
Explain – give the (technical) name of 
something

Key words learners need to understand are 
autonomic nervous system, and threat.

Core Pathway Paper 2 – Section A
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Command verb is DESCRIBE - write 
what something is like.

Key words learners need to 
understand are two, emergency, 
fire and livestock.

Core Pathway Paper 2 – Section A
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Command verb is DISCUSS - write about a 
topic in detail, considering the 
different issues.

Key words learners need to understand are 
Japanese knotweed, implications and 
landowner.

Core Pathway Paper 2 – Section A
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Core Pathway Paper 2 - Section B (Extended Response 
Questions)

Command verbs are ANALYSE (study/examine a complex issue in detail to identify essential 
elements) and JUSTIFY (make a case for the decisions/actions taken with reference to the context).
Key words: bacterial, salmonella, digestive, isolation, veterinary.

These type of questions are designed for stretch and challenge and provide opportunity for 
differentiation of learners.

For less able learners you may need to break these types of questions down during formative 
assessments to support learners in accessing marks.
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Indicative Content
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Mark Scheme
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How the Exams are marked and graded
The exam is externally marked by C&G.

Exam paper 1
raw marks

(actual marks) 

Exam paper 2 
raw marks 

are combined and 
converted using a uniform 

mark scale (UMS) 

ESP raw mark is 
converted to a UMS

Final core grade of A*- 
U generated 
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Provider networks and 
events

How we support you 
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Updates/Newsletters/Networks

e-bulletin content and 
email updates 

WebsiteBlended approach to 
communication
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Support and guidance
Ready to support eligible 

providers and stakeholder engagement
To find out more about City & Guilds 
T Levels, please visit our webpages

• Updated webpage for T Levels

• Provider focus groups

• Employer Industry Boards

• e-bulletins

• Resource Hub

• Dedicated Technical Advisors

https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels

https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels


Events and Webinars

Visit the T levels Events & Webinars 
page for information on future 
events and to access on-demand 
recordings: Events and webinars - T 
Levels | City & Guilds 
(cityandguilds.com)

For the most up to date information 
regarding future events please 
register for our T Level ebulletins at 
the bottom of this webpage: T 
Levels for Providers - T Levels | City 
& Guilds (cityandguilds.com)

https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/events
https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/events
https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/events
https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/providers
https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/providers
https://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels/providers
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T Level Associate Vacancies
Would you like to be involved with supporting the delivery of 
T-Levels? 
• Principal Moderators / Moderators Ensure a 

standardised and consistent approach to quality 
assurance, moderation, feedback and processes

• Technical Qualification Associates (TQAs) Review 
Eligible Provider approval applications, including 
supplementary evidence and carry out approval and 
support activities.

• Chief/Principal Examiners Produce and submit 
assessment materials and participate in all stages of the 
production process until sign off. 

• Marking Examiners Mark candidates’ scripts/evidence in 
accordance with the agreed marking scheme/criteria within 
the agreed timescale

Associate Vacancies | City & Guilds Group Careers 
(cityandguildsgroup.com)

https://careers.cityandguildsgroup.com/associate-vacancies
https://careers.cityandguildsgroup.com/associate-vacancies
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Thank you for listening – please send 
any queries to 

sarah.cocks@cityandguilds.com

‘T LEVELS’ is a registered trademark of the Department for Education.
‘T Level’ is a registered trademark of the Institute for Apprenticeships

and Technical Education.
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