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5. Sustainability principles 

Worksheet 7: Environmental legislation recap (tutor)

1. Explain three purposes of environmental laws. 

Answers may include: 
· Laws are tools to help protect the environment.
· The law can be a positive tool to encourage environmental improvement.
· The law helps resolve complex disputes.
· Environmental law helps provide solutions to problems.
· The law serves justice and ensures fairness.

2. Explain how raising awareness can benefit environmental practice. 

Raising awareness with stakeholders may help to improve public perception and reputations. Companies can invest in training and development for staff to promote core values, demonstrate best practice etc. 

3. Draw a diagram to represent the enforcement pyramid. 
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4. State three environmental control bodies. 
Answers may include: 
· The Environment Agency
· Natural England
· Local authorities
· Marine Management Organisation
· Maritime and Coastguard Agency
· Office for Nuclear Regulation

5. State three ways in which regulatory bodies can enforce environmental legislation.
Answers may include:
· By policing a ban or prohibition.
· Fines.
· By prohibiting certain activities from being carried out.
· By making companies register before they can carry out certain activities.
· By preventing an activity from being carried out without a licence, permit or consent (where the regulatory body also grants these permits).

6. Describe three things a contractor can do to prevent pollution during the construction phase of a project.
Answers may include:
· Store chemicals and substances according to manufacturer’s instructions and relevant legislation. 
· Plan and minimise land disturbance. 
· Control dust by dampening down the site and areas where dust will be created.
· Minimise noise by safely handling materials, minimising the use of plant and machinery and by using low impact equipment.
· Use non-toxic substances where possible. 

7. Describe three considerations that will be made when carrying out SAP calculations. 
Answers may include: 
· The materials used in construction 
· Thermal insulation of the building fabric 
· Efficiency and control of the heating system 
· The fuel used to supply space and water heating 
· Renewable energy technologies 
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