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350 Building Services Engineering Core

5. Sustainability principles
 
Worksheet 12: Heritage building and conservation (tutor)

1. Define what is meant by conservation in the built environment.
Conservation is the process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage building in a way that sustains and enhances its significance.

2. Identify two benefits of conserving heritage buildings.

· Preserving historic buildings is a sustainable way of preserving housing stock.
· It retains heritage for future generations to enjoy.
· It can help to regenerate areas through tourism or other investment.
· It can be aesthetically appealing and retain the historic character of an area.


3. What are the three grades of listed building?  Which grade covers buildings of exceptional interest?

Grade I, Grade II, Grade III. 
Grade I properties are buildings of exceptional interest.

4. What legislation was introduced to govern the granting of planning permission for building works on listed buildings and in conservation areas?

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act. 

5. Explain what listed building consent is.

Listed building consent is required for demolition, alteration or extension works that affect the character of a building with special architectural or historic interest. Consent must be given by the local planning authority. 

6. How can listed building status affect the materials used in an alteration or development? Give examples of traditional materials that might be used on a listed building.
There are restrictions in place on the types of work which can be carried out and on what materials can be selected. 
Examples: using reclaimed bricks to match existing bricks, sourcing stone to match existing stonework, using traditional slate or thatch for roofs, using timber for window frames. 
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