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5. Sustainability principles
 
Worksheet 6: Environmental legislation (tutor)
1. Write a short report exploring environmental legislation and the possible consequences of non-compliance for construction contractors. You should source a minimum of two case studies of contractors breaching legislation and reference these in your report. 
You must include the following.

· Overview of environmental legislation (minimum four)
· Benefits of compliance 
· Consequences of non-compliance 
· Case study examples of breaches of environmental legislation 

500–800 words 

Learners should create a short report exploring environmental legislation. Learners should cover a minimum of four pieces of legislation and include benefits of compliance and case studies of non-compliance. 

Learners should outline the importance of environmental legislation. Points may include the following.
· Laws are tools to help protect the environment.
· The law can be a positive tool to encourage environmental improvement.
· The law helps to resolve complex disputes.
· Environmental law helps to provide solutions to problems.
· The law serves justice and ensures fairness.

Learners may include some of the following consequences of non-compliance. 
· Criminal liabilities (fines or imprisonment)
· Administrative sanctions (suspension or loss of licence) 
· Poor reputation 
· Clean-up costs 
· Civil liability (private legal action)
· Loss of clients and future work

Case studies may be sourced from a suitable list of breaches or from news articles. The tutor could show several examples in class prior to the activity and amend as necessary. 
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