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7. Building technology principles 
Worksheet 10: Superstructure elements chart (tutor)


	Element 
	Function
	Domestic 
	Commercial 

	Walls


	Walls can be categorised as internal or external
Walls support roofs, floors and ceilings. A key element of the  building envelope 
	External: 
Cavity 
Solid brick 
Block 

Internal: 
Partitions (timber, metal)
Solid brick 
Solid block 

	Curtain 
Parapet 
Metal partition 


	Floors


	Horizontal surface of any space in a building. Provide structural support for contents of a room. Provide resistance to the passage of sound, heat and moisture 
	Solid 
Suspended timber 

	Block and beam 
Solid 



	Roofs 


	Protection from the elements contribute to safety, security, privacy and insulation 
	Truss 
Traditional cut 
Hipped 
	Metal 
Green 



	Windows 


	Let light into a room, provide ventilation and prevent mould. Remove stale air and prevent condensation 
	PVC 
Timber 
Bay 
Sash 

	Vinyl 
Aluminium 
Composite wood
 

	Doors 


	Internal doors provide access and egress to a room or space in a building, help reduce noise and provide privacy. External doors provide protection from the elements and prevent intrusion 


	Composite PVC 
Sliding patio 
Timber 

	Revolving 
Steel 
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