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350 Building Services Engineering Core
7. Building technology principles 
Worksheet 9: Substructures (learner) 

1. Provide a definition for the term substructure. 





2. Explain the purpose of foundations. 





3. Explain why site investigations are carried out prior to construction works. 





4. List three factors that influence the design of a foundation. 






5. Explain what is meant by the terms below. 



Dead load 

Imposed load 







6. List three categories of soil.







7. Explain the purpose of reinforcement in the design of foundations.






8. Explain the problems that may arise if an unsuitable type of foundation is selected. 







9. Describe when a narrow strip foundation is most commonly used. 






10. Explain the role of trench support in the creation of foundations. 
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