12. Health and safety principles and coverage
Worksheet 11: Waste disposal (tutor)
Working in a small group, create a mind map that shows various methods of waste disposal. What are the benefits and limitations of each method? Feed back your findings to the other groups.

Most or all of the following should have been included on the mind map
	Method
	Benefits

	Landfill
	· Cheaper than recycling processes

	Reuse
	· Cuts down single use items, reduces waste

	Recycling
	· Less waste goes to landfill
· Recycling materials can require less energy/carbon than producing new materials 

	Controlled waste
	· Cuts down on toxic waste going into landfill
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	Method
	Limitations

	Landfill
	· Toxic chemicals can be produced
· Heavy metal ions can leach into the ground
· Non-biodegradable plastics may not be broken down
· Occupies a large area

	Reuse
	· Reused products are often of lesser quality

	Recycling
	· Expensive
· Some wastes cannot be recycled
· Separation of useful material from waste difficult

	Controlled waste
	· Expensive 
· Disposal of waste must take place at a licensed waste disposal facility
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