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Level 3 Horticulture 0174-30 

Introduction 
The synoptic assignments for the City & Guilds Technical Qualifications are externally set summative assessments 
which are internally marked by tutors. It is the centre’s responsibility to ensure candidates’ work is marked in a 
standard way across the centre, using the specified marking grid, in order to rank performance on a single mark 
scale. 

Practise marking materials are useful to support centre staff with internal standardisation and as a pre-
standardisation activity. The materials are produced to support staff in the process of marking including how to 
effectively use marking grids and assessment objectives (AO).  

The marking materials must be considered alongside the Technical qualifications Marking and Moderation Guide 

It is recommended that all tutors, including any unlikely to mark, are included in early discussions around the use 
of the marking grid, as all tutors should understand the basis of marking as it could shape their teaching by 

helping candidates practise bringing their skills and knowledge together to complete a problem, and helping them 
learn how to explain and justify their choices in terms of the subject knowledge in preparation for summative 

assessment. Tutors must study the Marking and Moderation Guide: 
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support  which provides detailed 
information about generic assessment objectives, and the marking grid, to ensure they are clear about the 
different AOs and how they may show up in evidence for assignments in the subject area. If there is more than 

one tutor carrying out marking at the centre, this process should be carried out as part of a group activity to 
ensure all markers are clear and in agreement about what sorts of evidence are relevant for assessment and 

which AO they fit into. 

The following materials could form the basis for pre-standardisation practice and discussion could take place 
using evidence from trial runs/formative assessment activities. Standardisation should also take place using the 

evidence from the actual assignment set for that year, so along with utilising this tool, please ensure that 

activities surrounding the 2019 assignment also take place.  

Within this pack, you will find  

• a sample task brief 

• a copy of the marking grid used for the synoptic assessment  

• a sample of materials responding to either last year’s synoptic assignment or a sample set of tasks. This 
includes learner produced evidence and tutor observations of the practical performance.  

And finally, the Principal Moderator has provided a breakdown of the marks for the different assessment 

objectives along with general hints and tips on the synoptic assessment. 

  

http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support
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Section 1 Task Brief 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

You have been employed as a consultant horticulturist at a local business park to 

select and establish plants for an area outside two office buildings, and to provide 

staff training for the maintenance of this area. 

The business park management need to know about the site conditions and its suitability 

for planting and therefore require you to carry out a detailed site survey. 

For the area outside the office buildings, they would like to know what plants already exist 

and for you to recommend new plant species, taking into account the plants’ 

characteristics and adaptations that allow them to tolerate conditions in the areas. 

You will then be required to prepare the site in the new area, plant the plants and provide 

aftercare to aid establishment. 

As part of the staff training, the business park management require you to produce a guide 

for the maintenance team on the pests and diseases that could affect the recommended 

new plant species, including the problems they can cause and the control measures that 

they should put in place. 

In addition, you have been asked to demonstrate to the maintenance team how to safely 

carry out machinery pre-start checks, identify common faults and suggest appropriate 

remedial action. 
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Section 2 Marking Grid 
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Section 3 Learner Materials  
Task 1 Plant identification 
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Task 1 Soil and site survey 
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Task 2
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Task 2 
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Total = 31  
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Declaration of Authenticity  

Declaration of Authenticity 

 

Candidate name Jane Jones Candidate number ZZZ4444 

 Centre name Somewhere College Centre number 456789 

  

   
 
 
 

Candidate: 

 

I confirm that all work submitted is my own, and that I have acknowledged all sources I have used. 
 

Candidate signature  

Jane Jones 

Date 

15.05.2018 

 

Tutor: 
 
I confirm that all work was conducted under conditions designed to assure the authenticity of the 
candidate’s work, and am satisfied that, to the best of my knowledge, the work produced is solely 
that of the candidate. 
 
 
 

Tutor signature 

Adam Gardener 

Date  

15.05.2018 

 

Has the candidate received any additional support in the production of this work? 

 

Tick Yes  No ✓ 

 

If the answer is yes, give details below and on a separate sheet if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

Where the candidate and/or tutor is unable to, or does not confirm authenticity through signing this 
declaration form, the work will not be accepted at moderation and a mark of zero will be given. If 
any question of authenticity arises, the tutor may be contacted for justification of authentication.  
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Section 5 Principal Moderator’s guidance, hints and tips. 
 

This practise marking material has been produced to be used for standardisation activities and for centre 

guidance in the early years of the qualification. The marks allocated to each learner are in accordance with 

the Principal Moderator marks and show the standard set for this qualification.  

To make holistic judgments, it is necessary to ensure that all tasks are completed and submitted prior to 

assigning any final marks. Practical tasks are not marked independently of written submissions so ensure 

that all tasks have been completed before assigning any marks.  

When judging ephemeral performances / practical skills, centres must ensure that the evidence is in a 

format visible to the marker/moderator and gives sufficient qualitative detail to aid moderation. Observers 

and markers should ensure their notes are comprehensive, employing key words written in the marking 

grids and describing how, where or why the work is good or better. Along with this they should ensure that 

any verbal questions are documented and that weaknesses / mistakes as well as strengths / exemplary 

practice are noted on the PO form. These notes will enable the centre marker and the moderator get a feel 

for the practical skills shown by each individual on the synoptic assessment day/s and will assist in 

allocation of marks and rank ordering.  

 

 

 

 


