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Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma in Theatrical Special effects and Media Make-up Artistry 

(540) (6010-31) 

  

Introduction 
The synoptic assignments for the City & Guilds Technical Qualifications are externally set summative assessments 
which are internally marked by tutors. It is the centre’s responsibility to ensure candidates’ work is marked in a 
standard way across the centre, using the specified marking grid, in order to rank performance on a single mark 
scale. 

Practise marking materials are useful to support centre staff with internal standardisation and as a pre-
standardisation activity. The materials are produced to support staff in the process of marking including how to 

effectively use marking grids and assessment objectives (AO).  

The marking materials must be considered alongside the Technical qualifications Marking and Moderation Guide 

It is recommended that all tutors, including any unlikely to mark, are included in early discussions around the use 
of the marking grid, as all tutors should understand the basis of marking as it could shape their teaching by 
helping candidates practise bringing their skills and knowledge together to complete a problem, and helping them 

learn how to explain and justify their choices in terms of the subject knowledge in preparation for summative 

assessment. Tutors must study the Marking and Moderation Guide: 
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support  which provides detailed 
information about generic assessment objectives, and the marking grid, to ensure they are clear about the 

different AOs and how they may show up in evidence for assignments in the subject area. If there is more than 
one tutor carrying out marking at the centre, this process should be carried out as part of a group activity to 

ensure all markers are clear and in agreement about what sorts of evidence are relevant for assessment and 

which AO they fit into. 

The following materials could form the basis for pre-standardisation practice and discussion could take place 

using evidence from trial runs/formative assessment activities. Standardisation should also take place using the 

evidence from the actual assignment set for that year, so along with utilising this tool, please ensure that 
activities surrounding the 2019 assignment also take place.  

Within this pack, you will find  

• a sample task brief 

• a copy of the marking grid used for the synoptic assessment  

• a sample of materials responding to either last year’s synoptic assignment or a sample set of tasks. This 

includes learner produced evidence and tutor observations of the practical performance.  

And finally, the Principal Moderator has provided a breakdown of the marks for the different assessment 
objectives along with general hints and tips on the synoptic assessment. 

  

http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support
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Section 2 Marking Grid 
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Section 3 Learner Materials 
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Declaration of Authenticity 

 

Candidate name Jack Jones Candidate number 45678 

 Centre name Castle field college Centre number 1123 

  

 

Candidate: 

 

I confirm that all work submitted is my own, and that I have acknowledged all sources I have 
used. 
 

Candidate signature  

Jack Jones 

Date 15/05/18 

 

Tutor: 
 
I confirm that all work was conducted under conditions designed to assure the authenticity of the 
candidate’s work, and am satisfied that, to the best of my knowledge, the work produced is solely 
that of the candidate. 
 
 

Tutor signature 

C. Smith 

Date 15/05/18 

 

Has the candidate received any additional support in the production of this work? 

 

Tick Yes  No   

 

If the answer is yes, give details below and on a separate sheet if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

Where the candidate and/or tutor is unable to, or does not confirm authenticity through signing 
this declaration form, the work will not be accepted at moderation and a mark of zero will be 
given. If any question of authenticity arises, the tutor may be contacted for justification of 
authentication.  
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 Practical Observation Form. 

.Technical Qualifications.  

Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma in Theatrical, Special Effects and Media Make-up Artistry 

(540) (6010-31) 

Level 3 Theatrical, Special Effects and Media Makeup Artistry - Synoptic assignment (6010-034)  

Candidate name: Candidate number: 

 
Jack Jones 

1123 

Centre number:  Assessment ID  

Castle Field College  
45678 

Please complete the table below with reference to the relevant Assessment Objectives, as indicated in 
the Assessment Packs. Do not allocate marks at this stage.  

Assessment 
Objective (AO) - 
refer to the marking grid 
for additional guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of 
strength and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality 
of performances and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted. 

AO1 

Describe how well the 
candidate shows recall 
of knowledge e.g. stating 
facts without explanation 
/ simple descriptions of 
what they are carrying 
out / showing aspects of 
straightforward 
knowledge through 
logical sequencing and 
application of skill etc. 

Task 1 completed before starting practical tasks 

Body Art – mood board a selection of images on card No written 
research completed for body art. 

Mood board, Character, Avant-garde – A selection of images presented, 
showing basic knowledge of the tasks, the narrative was not explained 
in own words copied from internet, when asked to explain ideas it was 
clear that knowledge was recall rather than an in-depth understanding of 
the characters or the shows chosen.  

Design plans Body Art, Character, Avant-garde – college template and 
sketches, faces with no annotation, body plan coloured, with some 
annotation 

Q & A What are the correct H&S consideration when using an airbrush  
A- a well ventilated room Q- What else might you consider A- cover hair 
so makeup does not go in it.  has given correct answers but basic with 
information and needed prompting through questioning  limited with one 
word answers no explanations.   

Sound knowledge was shown in how to set up her work station which 
was professional, organized and competent for all 3 tasks/looks  

Products used were listed in task 1 and Jack adhered to good H&S 
practices when using the products 

Correct PPE was demonstrated throughout when working on the looks 
that were created. 
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Assessment 
Objective (AO) - 
refer to the marking grid 
for additional guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of 
strength and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality 
of performances and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted. 

AO2  
Describe how well the 
candidate shows 
understanding when 
carrying out practical 
tasks e.g. their 
explanation of why they 
are completing a process 
or how they may change 
their course of action / 
are they able to justify 
their actions etc.   

Character and Avant Garde looks have limited explanations of theory 
into practical application, Limited research material referenced but lacks 
depth of understanding. Able to complete the brief in a logical order and 
in application.  Lacked depth as the explanations he gave were slightly 
disjointed.  On asking Jack to explain where his ideas have come from 
his responses showed he had not seen/watched or read about the 
shows chosen and had little firsthand understanding of the characters 
chosen only what had been copied from internet.  Has covered research 
elements to cover the different looks and used his created mood boards 
and design planning while producing the looks. Appropriate choice of 
products, tools and equipment used and safe techniques used to 
achieve the design ideas. Avant Garde no written explanation of fashion 
influences good images to support design. 

Q&A what legislation might you consider when working in a theatre? A- 
H&S Q- What is legislation? A- what you are allowed to do the law. 

With no written research for body art it was unclear where Jack’s ideas 
had come from and pictorial evidence though presented well lacked 
direction as to the final look.  Plans completed and followed with no real 
understanding shown correct tools and equipment used to complete 
body art. 

One cost of products considered in task 1 Q&A what other costs would 
you consider when working on a theatrical production A- Wages, 
products- prompted but not showing understanding of the true costs to 
consider when working in industry.  

Showed understanding of H&S practices by working to the expected 
level throughout. 
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Assessment 
Objective (AO) - 
refer to the marking grid 
for additional guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of 
strength and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality 
of performances and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted. 

AO3 
Describe how well the 
candidate demonstrated 
their practical skills. e.g. 
how practiced/fluid is 
hand eye coordination 
and dexterity / how 
confident are they / how 
accurate or ‘polished’ is 
the outcome / safe 
working etc. 

Jack showed enthusiasm for most of the day when carrying out his 
looks. He communicated well with staff, colleagues and models but it 
was obvious that he was getting tired by the end of the session as he 
seemed less sensitive to the needs of his model.  

 Body Art - Free hand base use for body art with green using a kabuki 
brush full body covered, patchy base coverage. Good central focal point 
of the lions head, using free hand and good consistency of colour used 
in this area. Hair was plaited neatly at the top less care taken to finish 
the plait, limited hair skill shown here and paint was left around hairline 
not blended in. Jack was not confident using the airbrush minimum use 
but met brief. Good colour blocking on feet and forearms and underwear 
pained well with good techniques used to create flowers. 

Avant-garde - Hair was twisted into to cone shapes on the top of the 
head to represent two ears. Wool was wrapped around the hair. Poor 
preparation of hair making it difficult for Jack to twist the hair into cone 
shapes when representing the ears although the end result was 
acceptable. When wrapping wool around the hair, it had the effect of 
padding but in reality the look was less than perfect, looked untidy not a 
professional finish.   Foundation base was matched very well and 
blended, blusher used to contour, but face shape was not consider so 
contour not appropriate. Coloured paper attached to the eyes was a 
good creative technique which worked well but lack of attention to 
placement, off balance. Neat lining of top lip 

Character – Hair was wrapped around the head correctly, bald cap 
applied, lots of crease and the edges were visible, edges not been 
blended fully. Bald cap not fitted correctly need to be cut so did not 
cover eyebrow.  Colour did differ with camouflage makeup, this was 
orange compared to the natural skin colour. Prosthetic wound applied to 
face quite well but the blending lacked finesse. A small amount of facial 
postiche was applied but the application technique was incorrect.  Basic 
makeup application, poor choice of colour and technique used for 
wounds. Missed opportunity for gender change. Bruising around eye 
area good. 

Evaluation completed but more of a step by step of what went on with a 
very small explanation of what would be change next time and no 
judgement made as to the quality of his work. 
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Assessment 
Objective (AO) - 
refer to the marking grid 
for additional guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of 
strength and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality 
of performances and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted. 

AO4  
Describe how well the 
candidate brings it all 
together – e.g. how 
coherent are their 
actions / how well do 
they draw from the 
breadth of their 
knowledge and skills /  
reflection on theory when 
solving practical 
problems / How well can 
they work out solutions to 
new contexts/ problems 
on their own / time 
management etc.  

Research is used to create design looks, worked at the theory element 
to bring the theory and practical together, did work at bringing 3 looks 
together holistically but with some minimal evidence of own 
interpretation for character look.  Some experimental attempt with Avant 
Garde and body art using own ideas and some creativity shown. 
 
Designs where completed as planned but were underdeveloped and 
lack innovation some experimental elements with body art and Avant 
Garde but generally conventional techniques were used and lacked 
some originality in character make-up application. 
 
Evidence produced in a logical order and all elements of the brief were 
met and model requirements taken into account with explanations of 
what he was going to do and ensuring models were comfortable 
allowing for comfort breaks when working on body art and ventilation 
using the airbrush.  
 
Costumes considered for all 3 looks though basic were fit for purpose 
and worked well and met the designs planned. Jack gave each model a 
description of what was going to be completed for each brief Jack’s 
knowledge was also displayed by him talking to the models about each 
of the products used, which help with conversation with each model 
allowing Jack to cover recommendations of product used, a nice 
discussion of products. 

AO5  
Describe how well the 
candidate attended to 
detail e.g. 
professionalism / 
perfecting / accuracy / 
checking / taking care / 
methodical working etc. 

Poor management of time didn’t use the full time to refine the work and 
problem solve to ensure all work was at a suitable standard,  
edges not blended on bald cap or SPX week blocked out brow  
Q&A When working in industry what would be the expected product to 
use when blocking out brows A- don’t know 
Even though there was good imagery in research to support design 
ideas, the written explanations lacked detail and care to support final 
outcomes. 
Costume considered for each look showing reasonable 
conscientiousness  
False lashes applied correctly but not secure in corner which showed a 
lack of care in some areas. Some elements of application were checked 
and perfected such as lip line in Avant Garde and blending but this was 
inconsistent across all 3 looks. 
Final outcomes meet the design plan and Jack was professional at all 
times and kept a professional working environment. Correct care of 
model was demonstrated throughout each of the looks.  

 

Tutor / marker signature: Date:  

A. Smith 27.05.18 
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     Candidate Record Form  
Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma in Theatrical, Special Effects and Media Make-up Artistry 

(540) (6010-31) 

Level 3 Theatrical, Special Effects and Media Makeup Artistry - Synoptic assignment (6010-034)  

       Candidate Name: Jack Jones   

       Candidate Number: 45678                         Centre Number: 1123 
      Marker Notes – Please always refer to the relevant marking grid for guidance on allocating marks and make              
notes which describe the quality of the evidence and justification of marks.  

AO1 – Recall - Breadth, depth, accuracy  

10% 1 2 3 4 5 6 

AO1 
Mark:3 

Recall is generally accurate and shows reasonable breadth. Inaccuracy and 
misunderstandings are infrequent and usually minor. May not always correct technical 
faults. Health and safety considered in task 1 set up good and work to correct health and 
safety standard as taught.  A range of tools products and equipment listed in task 1 and 
used. Missed marks –limited awareness for legislation in regard to industry. Basic 
research completed for body art  and for Avant Garde pictorial evidence lacks depth  

AO2 – Understanding - Security of concepts, causal links  

20% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

AO2 
Mark: 4 

Choice and Demonstration was basic with choice of products, tools and equipment but   
may not always be appropriate in achieving the design ideas. Written and some verbal 
explanations given for each look to achieve the brief given. Referencing completed small 
selection of recourse used. Unrealistic cost considered, no written fashion influences 
considered for Avant Garde look and no written narrative for body art showing little 
understanding regarding planning/explanation of ideas. No time plan considered to 
complete each look Q&A’s answer lacked depth and showed basic understanding. 

AO3 - Practical skill - Dexterity, fluidity, confidence, ease of application  

30% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

AO3 
Mark: 8 

Some inconsistencies and flaws but demonstrated enthusiasm towards work.  Basic hair 
skill used to complete each look repeating techniques used for each look plaits and the 
brief was met.  Long length cut completed but  lacked confidence and hair cut was 
minimal very nervous, kept checking with model happy with service  
Evaluation completed more of a step by step of what took place than evaluating own 
work.  Use of a limited range of research material used brief met. 
Communicated well with models to put them at ease 

AO4 – Bringing it together - use of knowledge to apply skills in new context 

25% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

AO4 
Mark: 8 

Somewhat successful at achieving fitness for purpose.  Costumes considered for all 3 
looks and all elements of the brief completed. Some creativity and originality shown and 
work presented in an logical order.  Some experimentation used in Avant Garde and 
body art look but in general conventional techniques used 

AO5 - Attending to detail / perfecting - Repeated checking, perfecting, noticing, engaged 

15% 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

AO5 
Mark: 4 

Imprecise, flawed and inaccuracies and errors are not always corrected.  An effective 
working environment was evident in all applications and the final outcomes reflect the 
design plans the looks were reviewed but were not successfully corrected for technical 
faults.  Not enough of an attempt to correct inaccuracies to achieve high Band 2 

             Tutor/Marker signature:    

             Total Mark: 
A. Smith 

27 
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Section 5 Principal Moderator’s guidance, hints and tips. 
 

This practise marking material has been produced to be used for standardisation activities and for 

centre guidance in the early years of the qualification. The marks allocated to each learner are in 

accordance with the Principal Moderator marks and show the standard set for this qualification.  

To make holistic judgments, it is necessary to ensure that all tasks are completed and submitted prior to 

assigning any final marks. Practical tasks are not marked independently of written submissions so ensure 

that all tasks have been completed before assigning any marks.  

When judging ephemeral performances / practical skills, centres must ensure that the evidence is in a 

format visible to the marker/moderator and gives sufficient qualitative detail to aid moderation. 

Observers and markers should ensure their notes are comprehensive, employing key words written in 

the marking grids and describing how, where or why the work is good or better. Along with this they 

should ensure that any verbal questions are documented and that weaknesses / mistakes as well as 

strengths / exemplary practice are noted on the PO form. These notes will enable the centre marker and 

the moderator get a feel for the practical skills shown by each individual on the synoptic assessment 

day/s and will assist in allocation of marks and rank ordering.  

The picture evidence we would like to see is as stated in the assignment brief in this case one picture per 

page would be better so that the moderator can enlarge the images to see the detail of the candidates 

work.  Also that all work in PowerPoint is clearly label as to what it is e.g. hair cut 

 

 

 

 

 

 


