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Introduction

The synoptic assignments for the City & Guilds Technical Qualifications are externally set summative
assessments which are internally marked by tutors. It is the centre’s responsibility to ensure
candidates’ work is marked in a standard way across the centre, using the specified marking grid, in
order to rank performance on a single mark scale.

Practise marking materials are useful to support centre staff with internal standardisation and as a
pre-standardisation activity. The materials are produced to support staff in the process of marking
including how to effectively use marking grids and assessment objectives (AO).

The marking materials must be considered alongside the Technical qualifications Marking and
Moderation Guide

It is recommended that all tutors, including any unlikely to mark, are included in early discussions
around the use of the marking grid, as all tutors should understand the basis of marking as it could
shape their teaching by helping candidates practise bringing their skills and knowledge together to
complete a problem, and helping them learn how to explain and justify their choices in terms of the
subject knowledge in preparation for summative assessment. Tutors must study the Marking and
Moderation Guide: https://www.cityandquilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-
support which provides detailed information about generic assessment objectives, and the marking
grid, to ensure they are clear about the different AOs and how they may show up in evidence for
assignments in the subject area. If there is more than one tutor carrying out marking at the centre,
this process should be carried out as part of a group activity to ensure all markers are clear and in
agreement about what sorts of evidence are relevant for assessment and which AO they fit into.

The following materials could form the basis for pre-standardisation practice and discussion could
take place using evidence from trial runs/formative assessment activities. Standardisation should
also take place using the evidence from the actual assignment set for that year, so along with
utilising this tool, please ensure that activities surrounding the 2019 assignment also take place.

Within this pack, you will find

e asample task brief

e acopy of the marking grid used for the synoptic assessment

e asample of materials responding to either last year’s synoptic assignment or a sample set of
tasks. This includes learner produced evidence and tutor observations of the practical
performance.

And finally, the Principal Moderator has provided a breakdown of the marks for the different
assessment objectives along with general hints and tips on the synoptic assessment.


http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support

Section 1 Task Brief 0173-004

Assignment Brief

You have been employed as a general estate worker by a large land owner. The land owner
intends to apply for a grant to improve the range of recreational activities they can offer
over an area of mixed woodland, wetland and grassland.

Initially the manager wants you to plan and carry out a phase 1 habitat survey of the site, to
identify any areas that may be adversely affected by work or recreational activities on the
site. The survey report must contain a method and all documents and maps required for
presentation to the standard Phase 1 Habitat Survey method.

Given the grant money is being awarded to increase recreational use of the site, the
manager would like you to produce a report identifying potential recreational activities
appropriate to the site. They would like you to evaluate any local demographic, social,
financial and geographical factors that could influence who will use the site.

The manager then wants you to use this information to identify a range of activities,
justifying why they would be appropriate for delivery at the site. In the report you are then
required to select one activity and produce a written explanation of how to run the activity
in the area including; resources, staffing, finances, as well as health and safety
considerations.

Once you have built up knowledge of the site through your survey work, the manager wants you to
plan how the grant money could be spent to construct a structure to deliver a countryside
recreation activity at the site. The manager wants a set of annotated drawn plans for the structure,
detailing dimensions, construction materials and fixings.

In addition the manager would like an action plan of work to complete the structure construction.
The action plan should include: explanation of the purpose of the structure proposed, explanation of
how to complete each stage of the project, timescales and a justified equipment list, including
machinery that would be required to move materials, prepare the site or construct the structure.

The plan also requires a risk assessment for all activities to be undertaken during the project. In
addition the manager wants the plan to include details of any wildlife or environmental legislation,
that need considering to protect the site. The plan should also include a set of justified measures
that consider your habitat survey findings, to avoid or mitigate damage to the site during
construction.

Once the manager has made any required amendments to your plan and approved it, they
want you to help with the construction of the structure to improve the recreational value of
the site. You are required to use a land-based machine to transport materials to the site or
prepare the ground for construction. Once the site is prepared, you are required to
construct the approved structure.



Tasks

Task 1

Plan, carry out and report on a Phase 1 Habitat Survey covering an area of woodland,
wetland and grassland. Area to be surveyed will be set by your tutor.

Conditions of assessment:

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions.

The Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report should be completed on your own under supervised
conditions. You will have any notes taken from your survey to complete the Survey report.

What you must produce for marking:
e Completed Phase 1 Survey Report
Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:

e Images or video of learner completing surveys.

e Your tutor’s observation notes of your working practice and the standard and accuracy
of the finished work.

Task 2

Produce a report evaluating factors affecting potential use of countryside recreation at the
site.

The report should then identify viable recreational uses for the area, based on your
evaluation. You will give details of how one of these activities could be undertaken at the
site.

Conditions of assessment:

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions. You will have access
to your Phase 1 Survey Report from Task 1.

What you must produce for marking:
e A written Report



Task 3

Produce a set of annotated drawn plans for a proposed structure and accompanying plan of work
detailing equipment, machinery, risk assessment, legislation and environmental damage mitigation
measures.

Conditions of assessment:

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions. You will have access
to your Phase 1 Survey Report.

What you must produce for marking:
e Annotated drawn plans for a structure
e Plan of work detailing planning of structure construction.

Task 4

Construct a structure to improve recreation activities in a given area. The area where the
work is to be undertaken will be set by your tutor.

Conditions of assessment:
You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions.

What you must produce for marking:
e Completed structure fit for purpose

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
e Images or video clips of candidate completing assessment

e Your tutor’s observation notes of your working practice and the standard and
accuracy of the finished work.

Guidance on tasks

Resources

Candidates must have access to a suitable range of resources to carry out the tasks, which
includes appropriate survey equipment, PPE, appropriate tools, machinery and a range of
Post and Rail materials. IT and internet access must also be provided for candidates to



complete their survey report, fence designs and plans of the pond. The centre must provide
a suitable site location for candidates to carry out their surveys and the fencing works. The
site should contain a range of habitats for the survey and a planned pond but the fencing
work can be carried out on another site.

Task 1

Candidates are required to complete a Phase 1 survey of an area of mixed woodland,
wetland and grassland of between 15-25 ha in size. An appropriate survey area fitting these
criteria should be identified by the tutor prior to undertaking the assessment. Candidates
should be made aware of the site boundaries and ownership prior to completing and be
allowed to complete a survey plan prior to visiting the site. During the survey candidates
must be provided with a copy of: Section 2: Field Manual and Appendixes 1 -7 of the Joint
Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey, to enable
them to record, code and identify habitats found. Candidates may also use appropriate pre-
published vegetative keys to identify flora present.

The candidate should present for marking a survey report containing a completed map
sheet record, 1:10,000 habitat map(s) with coloured and coded habitat information, as well
as at least one completed target note record.

Task 2

For this task the candidates are required to evaluate economic, social and environmental
factors that could influence the use of the site for recreational activities. An area of land
containing woodland, wetland and grassland of between 15-25ha in size.

Appropriate computer or paper based writing facilities to research and produce a written
report.

This should look at the impact on the area surrounding the site e.g. traffic flow, noise,
economy, as well as the influences on the study site e.g. disturbance, erosion, pollution,
aesthetics.

In addition, the report should include a list of appropriate recreational uses and users of the
site relevant to the given area of land surveyed in Task 1. This could include, but is not
limited to, the following range of activities: live quarry shooting, clay target shooting,
course/game fishing, wildlife experiences, nature trails, backwoods skills or outdoor
pursuits.

Having identified the possible range of activities, candidates are required to select one
activity and produce a written statement explaining how the activity could be provided in
the area including resources, staffing, costs, and health and safety considerations.



Task 3

Candidates are initially required to produce drawn plans of one structure that could be built
to enable the delivery of a countryside recreational activity. This could be completed
electronically or on paper and could be drawn to scale or have annotated measurements on
a sketch. Appropriate computer or paper based writing/drawing facilities to research and
produce a written report and drawing of a structure.

The plans should show all elevations and footprint of the structure and have annotations
indicating what materials would be used to construct each major component of the
structure, as well as the type and locations of fixings to be used.

In addition to this drawing the candidate is required to produce an action plan of the work
required to complete the task. The plan should contain an introduction explaining the
purpose of the structure. It should also include an equipment list of the tools and land-
based machinery required to complete the task, relevant to Unit 303 Land Based Industry
Machinery Operations. The candidate must justify what each tool/machine is to be used for.
The candidate must also correctly sequence and explain how to carry out a set of tasks
required to complete the planned structure. This should begin from site
preparation/transporting materials to the site, through to the structure being completed
ready for use.

The candidate is required to produce a risk assessment for their planned activities; a blank
template should be provided by the centre for the candidate to complete.

Finally for this task the candidate is required to identify wildlife/environmental legislation
relevant to the given site. This should give the name and date of the legislation and a
summary of the key points affecting the work. This should be considered alongside the
Phase 1 Survey results from Task 1 to produce a plan to avoid or correct environmental
damage that could foreseeably occur from the actions identified in the structure completion
action plan.

Task 4

To complete this practical task, the candidate is required to construct a structure for use in
the area of land containing woodland, wetland and grassland of between 15-25ha in size
surveyed in Task 1. The structure built need not be the same as that planned in Task 2 and
should be selected by the tutor due to financial and practical constraints. The structure
should allow or improve recreation in the given area. It is recommended that the structure
completed be small so each candidate can produce their own individual structure for
marking e.g. shooting cage, stile, fishing swim, bait box, small hide, feeding station/platform
or a seat/bench or any other suitable structure.



However, if this is not possible and larger structures have to be worked on, individual
candidates performance must be observable as discrete work from other candidates
involved in the project e.g. a pre marked section of board walk only that candidate worked
on or a marked section of boarding on a shed wall clad by only one candidate.

As part of this task the candidate is required to demonstrate the safe use of a land-based
machine covered in unit 303 Land Based Industry Machinery Operations. Given the nature
of the task this could involve machinery for either of the following tasks: transporting
equipment/materials/structures to the site or using a machine to prepare the site for a
structure.

Suitable and sufficient construction materials for all candidates to be able to produce a
recreation structure e.g. wood, stone, blocks, fixings, etc.

A sufficient and safe range of appropriate tools to work construction materials e.g.
hammers saws, drills/drivers, chisels, clamps, benches etc.

Appropriate machinery for candidate to transport resources, prepare ground for or
construct structures e.g. ATV’s trailers, diggers, tractors, post knocker, etc.

Time

The following timings are provided to support centre planning.

Total - 26 to 32 hours
Task 1 - 7 =9 hours
Task 2 - 6 —7 hours
Task 3 - 6 —7 hours

Task 4 — 7 —9 hours



Marking grid

For any category, 0 marks may be awarded where there is no evidence of worthy achievement

%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

25

AO1 Recall of knowledge
relating to the qualification
LOs

e Does the candidate seem
to have the full breadth
and depth of taught
knowledge across the
qualification to hand?

e How accurate is their
knowledge? Are there
any gaps or
misunderstandings
evident?

e How confident and
secure does their
knowledge seem?

(1-5 marks)
Recall shows some weaknesses
in breadth and/or accuracy.
Hesitant, gaps, inaccuracy

(6 - 10 marks)
Recall is generally accurate and
shows reasonable breadth.
Inaccuracy and
misunderstandings are
infrequent and usually minor.
Sound, minimal gaps

(11 - 15 marks)
Consistently strong evidence of
accurate and confident recall
from the breadth of
knowledge.

Accurate, confident, complete,
fluent

Examples of types of knowledge expected: use of terminology, health and safety considerations,
environmental impact, legislation, routine tasks, survey methods, countryside recreation activities

and demographics.

The candidate has shown
limited knowledge from
across the qualification
content. Uncertainty in
terminology and when to use
it. Clear gaps in knowledge
identified in several areas.

The candidate has shown a
good range of knowledge
from across the qualification
which is sound and
sometimes detailed. Some
uncertainty in terminology.

The candidate has shown
strong and detailed
knowledge across the range
which is relevant to the task
and shows a high degree of
confidence and accuracy in its
use.




%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

25

AO2 Understanding of
concepts theories and
processes relating to the
LOs

e Does the candidate make
connections and show
causal links and explain
why?

e How well theories and
concepts are applied to
new situations/the
assignment?

(1-5 marks)
Some evidence of being able to
give explanations of concepts
and theories. Explanations
appear to be recalled, simplistic
or incomplete.
Misunderstanding, illogical
connections, guessing,

(6 - 10 marks)
Explanations are logical.
Showing comprehension and
generally free from
misunderstanding, but may
lack depth or connections are
incompletely explored.
Logical, slightly disjointed,
plausible,

(11 - 15 marks)
Consistently strong evidence of
clear causal links in
explanations generated by the
candidate. Candidate uses
concepts and theories
confidently in explaining
decisions taken and application
to new situations.

Logical reasoning, thoughtful
decisions, causal links, justified

Examples of understanding expected: correct use of Phase 1 Survey method, application of
legislation, planning order of construction tasks, selection of appropriate joint methods for design,
methodologies for delivering countryside recreation activities, influencing factors.




e How well chosen are
exemplars —how well do
they illustrate the
concept?

The candidate has shown a
poor understanding of the
qualification content.

Poor or no justification
provided for choices made.
Few or no links made to key
theories, including legislation,
and impact of works on the
environment.

Top of band:

Basic understanding of the
qualification content shown.
Attempts have been made to
justify choices and selections
made, though lacks detail and
is not always accurate.

The candidate has shown a
fair understanding of the
content from across the
qualification, with basic
explanations provided which
are accurate.

Some accurate justification is
provided for choices made.
Attempts made to link to key

theories, including legislation.

Some evidence of
consideration for the impact

of works on the environment.

Top of band:

Good understanding of the
gualification content is
shown, with explanations
provided which are clear and
precise.

Detailed justification of the
choices

The candidate has shown a
strong understanding of the
content from across the
qualification. Detailed and
accurate explanations are
provided.

Strong and accurate
justification is provided for
choices made. Clear links to
key theories are evidenced
throughout, including
legislation. Consideration of
the impact of works on the
environment, as well as
feasibility, is evident.

Top of band:

The candidate has shown an
excellent understanding of
the qualification content,
which is supported by
thorough and accurate
explanations and supporting
examples.

All choices and selections
made are thoroughly
supported. Strong links




%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

consistently made to key
theories, including legislation.
Evidence that the
environment and feasibility of
options has been considered
throughout.

25

AO3 Application of

practical/

technical skills

e How practiced/fluid does
hand eye coordination
and dexterity seem?

e How confidently does the
candidate use the
breadth of practical skills
open to them?

e How accurately/
successfully has the

(1-5 marks)
Some evidence of familiarity
with practical skills. Some
awkwardness in
implementation, may show
frustration out of inability
rather than lack of care.
Unable to adapt, frustrated,
flaws, out of tolerance,
imperfect, clumsy.

(6 - 10 marks)
Generally successful application
of skills, although areas of
complexity may present a
challenge. Skills are not yet
second nature.

Somewhat successful, some
inconsistencies, fairly adept/
capable.

(11 - 15 marks)
Consistently high levels of skill
and/or dexterity, showing
ability to successfully make
adjustments to practice; able to
deal successfully with
complexity.

Dextrous, fluid, comes naturally,
skilled, practiced,

Examples of skills expected: plant and habitat identification, machinery operation, use of hand tools,
material handling, joining materials.




candidate been able to
use skills/achieve
practical outcomes?

Candidate has shown basic
practical skills across a limited
range of tasks.

Tasks are completed well
below industry speed and
standards.

Candidate lacks confidence
and dexterity.

Tools, equipment and
machinery used safely, but
not always accurately.

Top of the band:
Confidence shown in use of
basic skills.

Candidate has shown good
practical skills across a range
of tasks.

Tasks are completed to
industry standards but more
practice required to operate
at industry speed.

Candidate has shown
confidence in carrying out the

majority of the practical tasks.

Demonstrates good dexterity.

Tools, equipment and
machinery used accurately.

Top of the band:
Attempts made to use some
more complex practical skills.

Candidate has shown an
excellent range of practical
skills consistently, including
complex skills, across a range
of tasks.

Candidate operated at
industry speed and standards
at all times.

Candidate has shown
confidence across all tasks.

Demonstrates excellent
dexterity in use of tools and
equipment.

Top of the band:

All tools, equipment and
machinery used in a way
which produces the most
optimum outcome.

Final outcome is finished to
an excellent standard, with
quality considered
throughout application.




%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

15

AO4 Bringing it all
together - coherence of
the whole subject

e Does the candidate draw
from the breadth of their
knowledge and skills?

e Does the candidate
remember to reflect on
theory when solving
practical problems?

e How well can the
candidate work out
solutions to new

(1-3 marks)
Some evidence of
consideration of theory when
attempting tasks. Tends to
attend to single aspects at a
time without considering
implication of contextual
information.
Some random trial and error,
new situations are challenging,
expects guidance, narrow. Many
need prompting.

(4 - 6 marks)
Shows good application of
theory to practice and new

context, some inconsistencies.

Remembers to apply theory,
somewhat successful at
achieving fitness for purpose.
Some consolidation of theory
and practice

(7 - 9 marks)
Strong evidence of thorough
consideration of the context
and use of theory and skills to
achieve fitness for purpose.
Purposeful experimentation,
plausible ideas, guided by
theory and experience, fit for
purpose, integrated, uses whole
toolkit of theory and skills.

Examples of bringing it all together: applying and linking knowledge, understanding and practical
skills to a particular situation, justifying decisions/ approaches taken, contingencies, reflection and

evaluation.




%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

contexts/ problems on
their own?

Bottom of band:

The candidate has shown poor
evidence of using their
knowledge, understanding and
practical skills to make
straightforward links between
topics.

Top of band:

The candidate has shown
limited evidence of using their
knowledge, understanding and
practical skills to make
straightforward links between
topics.

Bottom of band:

The candidate brings together
their knowledge, understanding
and practical skills to make
some links between topics.

Top of band:

The candidate brings together
their knowledge, understanding
and practical skills to make good
links between topics and justify
decisions, choices and actions.

Bottom of band:

The candidate utilises a wide
range of knowledge from across
the qualification to justify and
problem solve. Integration of
knowledge, understanding and
practical skills which informs an
appreciation of the wider
context of land and wildlife
management.

Top of band:

The candidate utilises a wide
range of knowledge from across
the qualification to justify and
problem solve creatively and
holistically. Integration of
knowledge, understanding and
skills which informs a full
understanding of the wider
context of land and wildlife
management.




%

Assessment Objective

Band 1 descriptor
Poor to limited

Band 2 descriptor
Fair to good

Band 3 descriptor
Strong to excellent

10

AO5 Attending to detail/

perfecting

e Does the candidate
routinely check on
quality, finish etc and
attend to imperfections/
omissions

e How much is accuracy a
result of persistent care
and attention (eg
measure twice cut once)?

e Would you describe the
candidate as a
perfectionist and wholly
engaged in the subject?

(1-2 marks)
Easily distracted or lack of
checking. Insufficiently
concerned by poor result; little
attempt to improve. Gives up
too early; focus may be on
completion rather than quality
of outcome.
Careless, imprecise, flawed,
uncaring, unfocussed,
unobservant, unmotivated.

(3 - 4 marks)
Aims for satisfactory result but
may not persist beyond this.
Uses feedback methods but
perhaps not fully or
consistently.
Variable/intermittent attention,
reasonably conscientious, some
imperfections, unremarkable.

(5-6 marks)
Noticing, checking, persistent,
perfecting, refining, accurate,

focus on quality, precision,
refinement, faultless,
meticulous.

Examples of attending to detail: survey report, colouring maps, final finish of structure, presentation

of work

Final outcome is untidy and
lacks quality.

Final outcome is finished to a
good standard and is suitable
for the environment.

Final outcome is finished to a
high standard, with
consideration given to
appearance and function




Section 3 Learner Materials

Phase 1 Survey at Cuerden Valley Park Report

540 assessment Task 1

Conducted on the 19/04/2018
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Introduction

| conducted a Phase 1 Habitat survey at Cuerden Valley Park, Berkeley Dr,
Bamber Bridge, Preston PRS &BY. Grid reference is 5656 2375, The vice country
number is 60, West Lancashire.

Cuerden Valey Park is 66 ha which offers a variety of different habitats
including meadows, farmland, woodland, a lake, ponds and gardens. The
park is open to the public for a range of different recreational activities, The
park was owned by the Banastre and Parker families between 1717 and 1904,
during this time many developments took place such as Cuerden Hall which
is @ mansion built in the 180 century. The site was a hospital in WW1 and was
requested by the army again in WW2. The large estate was separated by the
Mé motorway which was built in the early-1960s, this led to the park
becoming smaller and mare mana geqblti./

Planning and Permission

The Land is owned by Cuerden Valley Park and is currently tenanted by Mr
Woodhouse. | had to get permission off Simon Thorpe to conduct the survey
on the grounds of the park.

/

Previous Survey Datg

A phase 1 habitat survey has already been conducted at Cuerden Valley
Park 3 fimes before. The People who have conducted these surveys are John
Lamb, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Sh mfon Burke.

Legislation

ere arg certain legislations | must follow when out in the field conducting a
hose 1 habitat survey in Cuerden Valley Park. Some of the legislation | must
follow are:

o i

This legislafion allows the public access to open land and on any public
footpath at any fime. It allows therm on moorland, grassland, woodland and
coastal. | had fo bear this legisiation in mind to ensure | wasn't blocking any

public footpaths, //
Wildlife and Couniryside Act 1981

This legislafion protects and flora and fauna on the wildlife to ensure it isn't
damaged or destroyved. It applies following directives from the EU:




- Agreement on the conservation of European wildlife and Natural
habitats.

- Europedan Union directions on the preservation of wild birds
- Matural habitats and wild flora and fauna directive. Ve

| had to bear this in mind and to ensure | wasn't destroying any habitats or
flora and fauna while conduction the phase 1 survey., /

Health and Safefy af Work act 1774

This legislation ensures that any employers and employees have read any
hedlth and safety risks and that they have all the comrect PPE on. It makes
sure that all people working are working safely and corectly as well as
efficiently. As part of Health and Safety you must sign o health and safety
sheet to ensure you have rea through the nisk assessment.

Protection areas

There are areas of Biological Heritage Status on the site which means the
plants and animals in that site cannot be destroyed or built on. This preserves
the plants and animals and allows it io be locked after.

/

Hypothesis

| am going to do o Bh-:lse 1 habitat survey at Cuerden Valley Park to see if
the species have increased/ decreased and compare the previous Phase |
survey data to see that the species have grown or disappeared.

Risk Assessment v

The risk assessment for the survey is attached at the bottom.

v
Equipment
- Paper and pens - to write down any flora | see and fo record data
with.

- {D charts - to identify certain flora species with which | may not know. Vs

- Maps - to see how big an area | am surveying was. Also, to make sure |
was surveying the comrect part of Cuerden Valley Park. P

- Clipboard to make sure the paper | was writing on didn't get blown
away and for ease of writing on.

s



- Maobile phone — another dlternative for the iD charts and apps were
used to identify leaves. Also, for safety purposes as it recorded my last
location in case | got lost or injured.

)

- Py

Before going out to the site | looked on google maps, soil scapes and
previous survey data so | know what | will be looking for In these areas. It will
also allow me to spot any anomalies in the species, Ve

1) Before heading out a Risk assessment was read and had to be signed
and we planned out where we would be going in the park. 7

2} 1found my location on the map | had, marked it and called it site 1, |
then marked in the map the date, time and weather so the survey can
be repeated.

3] 1then conducted a survay in a meter circle to closely look at all the
species in the circle and wrote them down, | used my iD charts to help
me identify them.

4] | then walked in a line from cne corner of the area to another looking
for any differences in plants and to see if | saw anything that varied
from the list | had out of 1-metfer circle. v

5] Then at the other side of the area | did another meter circle to ensure
no species had not been noted. Any species | hadn't already got on
my list | wrote down too, -

&) Any species of infterest such as Field Wood Rush or any information that
was worthy of making a note of | would write a Target Mote forit,

7] Back at college, | then put all the species | found in the day on alist on
a document and noted weather the species was in indicator for an
Improved grassland or Unimproved grassland and weather it likes to
live in marsh or Neutral soil ete, Vs

8) | then repeated this for 9 other sites following the areas | had planned
for the survey.

Wetl done



Key
ul Unimproved
Results SemiFmproved
Improved
Collected on the 19M April 2018
. , harshy
Weather was Sunny with no breeze and highs of 21 ¢, - Neutral
ite 1 A acidic

This site is a Semi-improved neutral grassland with some frees and shaded
and boggy areas. This area has a target note to go with it

Vegetation list

Bitter Cress spp
Bluebells

Bramkles

Broad Leaved Dack
Cormiman Metle
Comman Somesl
Ciow Parsley
Creeping Butfercup
Dandilion

Field Waood Rush
Hard Rush
Howdhiaen
Hirrralayan Dalsarm
Hogweead

Lesser Calindine
Medow Buttercup
Medow Foxtall

Ok spp

Opposite-eaved Golden Saxifroge

Peranial Ryegross
Fed Compion
Fitvwort Plantain
Sheeps Fescue
Siheer Birch

Soft Rush

Thistle spp
Yorkshire Fog

Cardarmine hisuta
Hyacinthoides non-scrigha
Rubus

Rurmes obfusifaius
Urtico dioica

Rurmex acetosa
Anthriscus sylvestris
Ranunculus repens
Taraxacum

Luzulo campesiris
Juncus inflexus
Cratoegus

Impatiens glanduifera
Haracleum

Fieario vema
Ranuncuius
Alopecurus pratensis
Qurercus

I; I i

Chrysosplenium alfernifalivm
Lalium perenneg

Siierve dioica

Flantoge anceotata

Festuco oving A
Betulg pendula

Juncus Effusus

Clrziurm

Haolcus lanaius

\



Site 2

Site 2 is a Semi-improved Neutral grassiand with picnic benches and was
being walked on a lot.

Vegetation list:

Clover spp

Cocks foot
Common Somel
Creeping Buttercup
Dandlion

Perenial Ryegrass

Ribvwort Plontoin

ite

Trifaffurn

Dachiis glomerata
Rumex acetosa
Ranuncuius repens
Toraxacwm

Ledium perenne

Flantage lanceo-
lerter Ui

-LII

'/,

Site 3 is scattered scrub which was on a steep banking.

Vegetation list:

Bluabais

Broad Leaved Dock

Comman Nattle

Cow Parsley
Graafer Stickworl
Harwihom

Haolly

Lesser Celindine
Red Cormplon
Rhododendron
Soft Rush
Yarkshire Fog

Hyacintholdes non-serpta
Rumex obtusifolius

Urfico dioica

Anthriscus sphvesiris
Stefaria holostea
Cratoegus

Liex

Ficaria vema

Siene dicica
Rhododendron feruginew
Junzus EFfusus

Halcus fanatus

S



site 4

Site 4 is o Semi improved Meutral grassland which some boggy areas. As ifs
boundary was a drain.

Vegetation list:

Beech

Blackthom
Bluabealls

Clover spp

Ceacks fool

Cow Parsley
Dandilion

Field Wood Rush
Hard Rush
Himaloyan balsam
Lesser Celindine
Marsh Marrigaold
Medow Buttercun

Oak spp
Rhododendron
Ribwor Flantain
Sheeps Fescue
Silver Birch

Soft Rush

Thistle spp

Site 5

Fogus

prunus spincsg
Hyocinthaides pan-scriphs
Trifaliim

Dioctyiis glomerata ul
Anthriscus syhvesiris

Toraxocurm

Luzula compestrs i
Juncus inflexus
Impatiens glandulfers
Fleara vema

Ciohtho Palustris

Ranuwnculus
Cluer-
cuE

Rhododsndron fermugineLim
Plantogo lanceakata

Fasfuca oving A
Befula pendulo )
Juncus Effusus /
Cirsium

Site 5 is o Mixed parkland scattered frees. It had some small areas of open
grassland then scattered frees around the area.

Veagstation list:

Brombies

Brocd Leaved Dock

Commaon Metfle
Diiisy

Dandiion
Gragter Plantain
Ol spp

Fine Tree
Riwododendron
Rt Flantain
Sheaps Fascue
Saff Bush
Yorkshire Fog

Rubws
Rumex obiusifolius
Urticer dicica
Beliis perennis
Targxacunm
Plantogo major
Quercus
Firus
Rhododendron ferugineum
Plantage lanceclofa 1]}
Festuco oving A
Juncus Effusus
Helous lanatus




Site é

Site 6 is Mixed semi-natural woodland. It has a mixture of coniferous and
deciduous frees. This site has o targef note to go with it.

Vegetation list;

Ash Fraxinus

Blockthom prunus spinosa

Bluebells Hyacinthoides non-scripto

Common Nettie Urtica dioica -

Dandilion Taraxacum

Eider Sambucus

Foxglove Digitalis

Himalayan balsam  impatfiens glandulifera

Lesser Celindine Ficaria vema

Lords and Lodies Arum macuatum

Marsh Marrigold Caitha Palustris -

Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage Chrysosplenium alfermnifofium

Pine Tree Pinus

Red Camplon Sitene dicico

Rhedodendron Rhododendron ferrugineum

Sycamore Flatonus occidentafis

Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa ul

Wood Aven Geum urbanum

Wood sorrel Oxalis /
site 7

Site 7 is a Semi-improved neutral grassland as it had a range of different

indicator species and has shaded and wet areas. This site has a target note

to go with it.
Vegetation list:

Bitter Cress spp
Brambles

Broad Leaved Dock
Cocks foof

Commoen Nettle
Commeon Sorrel
Cow Parsley
Creeping Bultercup
Dandilicn

Elder

Field Mapie

Goeots Willow
Greater Plantain
Hawthomn
Himalcyan balsam

Caordamine hirsuta
Rubus

Rumex obfusifolius
Dactyiis glomerata
Urfica dioico
Rumex acetoso
Anthriscus sylvesiris
Ronunculus repens
Taraxacum
Sambucus

Acer campestre
Sclix coprea
Plantago major Ul
Crataegus

Impatiens giondulifera




Haolly Liex

Perenial Ryegrass Lolium perenne -
Reed Conary Grass  Phailaoris arunadinocea

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata Ul
Thistle spp Cirsium
Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus

Site 8

Site 8 is scattered scrub as it wasn't too dense yet had a range of free
species.

Vegetation list:

Beech Fagus

Cocks foot Dactyfis giomerata -UI-

Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens

Elder Sambucus

Field Mapie Acer campestre

Hawthorn Crataegus

Holly Liex

Lesser Celindine Ficario vemna

Perenial Ryegrass Lolium perenne -

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceciata Ul

Soft

Rush Juncus Effusus —
Site 9 (/

Site 9 was a species poor hedge and frees. It had been laid and had the
same species running throughout it,

Vegetation list:

Blackthorn prunus spinosa

Dandiion Taraxacum —
Hawthom Crotcegus

Lesser Celindine ficaria vema

Pignut Conopodium majus _
Ramsons Allium ursinum

Thistle spp Cirsium —
Weod Aven Geumn urbanum
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Site 10

Site 10 is a broad leaved semi-natural woodland as it had mainly deciduous
plants in it, it was sheltered therefore there wasn't many grasses and floor
vegetation.

Vegetation list:

Alder Alnus

Ash Framinus

Beech Fagus

Bluebells Hyacinthoides non-scripfa

Brombles Rutus

Commaon Nettle Urtica dicico ‘
Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestns

Heawthom Cratoedus

Hemlock water dropwort Cenonthe crocata

Herb Robert Geranium rebertionum

Himalkayan balsarm Impatiens gland ulifers

Hally Liex

Cak spp Quercus

Cpposile-leaved Galden Saxifrage Chrysospienium oifermifalium
Red Camgion Silene dioicg

Rhododendron Rhododendran fewrugineum

Silver Birch Balula pendula

Wwcomore Platanus occidentalis

Wood Anemons ANSTone NEmorosa L}
Wood Aven Geuwn wbanum

Wood somel Oxolis

Yorkshive Fog Haleus lanatus _
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Analysis of Results

Before starting the survey, | already knew what type of soil there was in the
sites, the soil on the sites was a slightly acidic loamy soil. Which is what | found
in my results. The common species indicator showed it was neutral soil with

one or two of the species showing it was slightly acidic.
- N : 4 g...‘.‘;‘aﬁ.'.."’“"

Texwire:
Lanry same cayey N

T0.0% Vaks L9
& Maes £4%

sees (B

BT

Drains to!
Stream retaerc
Above is Soil Scapes website which shows what type of sail it is under
Cuerden Valley Park.

Site 1 - Semi-improved Neutral grassland.

Around half of the species found in site 1 were indicators for an improved
grassland, however species such as common sorrel and Ribwort Plantain
suggested that it was an unimproved grassland, these balanced out and the
dominant species on the site was Yorkshire Fo{ which is an indicator for a
semi-improved grassland. This and that the balance beiween improved
species and unimproved species was level led to me thinking that it is an
unimproved grassland. Also, most of the species found in that area were
nearly always found in a neutral grassland area, showing that it is a Semi
improved Neutral grassland.

12

11



Site 2 - Semi-improved MNeutral grassland / Amenity grassland.

In this site there wasn't many species, the dominant species was Ribwort
Flantain and Greater plantain, both species show us that the grassiand is
unimproved. However, the other specias found in the area such as Perennial
ryegrass and Dandelions showed it was an improved grassland. This led to me
thinking it is a semi-improved grassland, Half of the flora species found were
indicators for a neutral soil. The area was used by lots of people walking their
dogs so this meant the grass had to be mown and lcoked after for the
presentation of the public visiting the p:::r.k?,

Site 3 — Scaffered scrub

| decided this site is scattered scrub because is isn't dense as there was
ground species and trees species, these wasn't too over populated. The
dominant species was Yorkshire fog which indicated that the soil is neutral
and that it is semi improved. Other species that showed this were the Broad-
leaved dock and the commaon ne’rHe//

Site 4 - Semi-iImproved Neutral grassland

The dominant species in this site was Ri N plontain and in some areas it

was soft rush, this showed me that the fited was sightly wet because of the

soft rush. There was also field wood rush in this area which showed me it was
unimproved ared as the field wood rush is an indicater for an ancient filed, cY
However, it was only a small amount and the other species overruled it as

they were more dominant and showed it was semi-'lmpro\revc'i),

Site 5 = Mixed Parkland scattered frees

| though this site was mixed parkland because it had both shaded areas and
sunny arecds, diso there was areas where there wera a few trees, therefore |
decided it was scattered trees. There wasn't really a dominant species and
all the species were spread evenly over the site. / o

Site & — Mixed semi-natural woodland. :

This site is a mixed woodland because it had both coniferous and deciduous
trees in it. The dominant floor plant was biuebells and Himalayan balsam
(which is an invasive spura-n:i@efjjfJ The woodland was semi natural because some
frees were planted in rows and others were very old and had been there
many years. There was also wood anemone in the wood which indicated
that it was an ancient woodland and hadn't been dc:mc:ged;_//

Site 7 - SemiHmproved Neutral grassland

Site 7 is a grassland which lots of different species in, it had plcnic benches in
the area and a rver flowing through it. It had a range of different indicators in
it for semi-improved and some unimproved and improved. Therefore, |
decided it was a semidmproved grassland because it had a level amount |
indicatars. It is a neutral grassland becausa of the species lots of them were

13
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indicators for a neutral grassland, with just one anomaly which was Reed
Canary Grass which showed 1t was a marshy rea near the rivert?/onk_

Site 8 - Scattered scrub

This site was a small area of frees with some ground species the species there
indicated it was improved such as creeping buttercup. Also, the area wasn't
too dense which made me think it was scaftered scrub. /

Site 9 —species poor hedge and frees.

The hedge running along the path was species poor as it had the same trees
and ground plants all the way along it the dominant spices was hawthom
throughout the hedge and species like dandelion in the hedge showed it
was improved and mowed. Some of the hawthorn had grown info frees
which is why | didn't put it down as just a hedge but hedge and frees. ~

Site 10- Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland.,

This site is o woodland which not too many ground plants, it had a range of
tree species which made me think it was broad leaved woodland. There
were no coniferous frees there such as pine trees. There was invasive species
in the woodland such as Rhododendron bushes which were being managed.
There was also Wood Anemaone in the woodland which indicated that it was
an ancient woodland, it was also boggy in areas as wood anemone likes to
grow in wet areas which it was growing by a stream running through the
woodland

Excetlont juatiOeatisn
Tl

clong

¥
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Reference Page

https:/www.visitnorthwest.com/sig htsf cuerden-valley park/

https://gridreferencefinder.com/

httpsf www. landis.org. uk/ soilscapes/

4 -ol-20LE
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Level 3 Land and Wildlife
Evaluating countryside recreation at Cuerden Valley Park
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Introduction

I have been employed to improve the range of countryside recreational activities at Cuerden
Valley Park. The park offers a small selection of countryside recreational activities so far,
however, some of which could be improved. Cuerden Valley Park has 66 ha of woodland,
grassland and wetland; it also has a hall which was built in the 19" century and has 20t
century gardens. The park follows the valley of the river Lostock and has up to 85,000 shrubs
and trees, mostly which are native. With a range of facilities such as many car parks and eating
services, Cuerden Valley Park has a lot of potential for new countryside recreational actiuJ_l,ies.

Most of the park Is farmland which is used to graze sheep and cattle with well signed walking
paths for visitors. It has several benches and picnic benches for the public to use and enjoy
the scenery in the urban area surrounding it Cuerden Valley Park has a lot to offer to the
public.
4
v

Evaluation of the Factors Influencing Recreational Activities.

There are a few factors which effect the current recreational activities there, all of which have
their benefits and disadvantages. The economy has a big impact on the park as it funds it to
make it look more enjoyable, so more visitors come. It also funds the recreational activities
the park holds for all ages: :

The Econonmy

Economic factors benefit the recreational activities at Cuerden Valley Park because the money
which is spent in the shops, on food and drink and small gifts goes directly to the park itself,
it benefits the park as this money can them be used to make something more modern or
aesthetically pleasing, which in turn makes the park look better and invites maore people to
come visit and spend mopey. Also, the economy benefits small businesses nearby or in
Cuerden Valley Park as the visitors spend money in the smaller shops which helps smaller or
local businesge( This money also funds recreational activities. A survey showed that 137
million day visits were made to the countryside in 1998 and on average each person spends
around £6.50 on such visits. This leads to a massive £900 million in total. (National Centre for
soclal research 1998) J ol s E_m.c"r\rzﬂ.

Some of the disadvantages of economy is that some people may not be able to afford the
parking charge or the fuel to reach the park so must get alternative modes of transport if they
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don't live near enough to walk to the park. This can lead to less people coming to the park
and less income for the park to fund the activities for the pubilic,

Social

The park wants lots of members of the public going to the park every day, so they can fund
the recreational activities, if there are too many people visiting though, they can abuse the
facilities the park has to -::ffe:;!

Social factors benefiting the park are as more people come and complete the recreational
activities together they make new friends and visit it more often with more people. This helps
the park become more heard of and makes more people want to go if their friends all go to
the recreational activities at the park. Another benefit is that younger people may want to
volunteer at the park, this includes people wanting to complete their Duke of Edinburgh
award or people just wanting a summer job. The volunteers are a massive benefit for the park
because they will help and work like a normal employee but for frgt./

However, some social factors have negative factors too such as if lots of people are visiting
the park they may have their lunch in the park and this could lead to an increase of litter
around the park. This then in turn affects the environment and the wildlife which live in the
park, it also males the park looks disorderly and puts people off visiting the recreational
activifies. Another negative about having lots of people in the park is that some people social
skills and behaviour is not the best, some people may be put off going to the recreational
activities if some members of the public are acting disorderly. This then puts visitors off
coming. If too many visitors visit everyday some people may take it for granted and start to
vandalise the recreational activities such as the picnic benches, if visitors don’t act correctly
they may vandalise and break the parks property, which then causes the park money as they
must fix it. '

The Enviranment

The environment is Cuerden Valley Parks main priority as it what makes it such an attractive
site to people coming to see it, it has a vast range of different wildlife and plant species which
is recognised and looked after by workers ayd volunteers, The parks environment allows the
park to host so many recreational actiuitjys_

Some environmental factors benefiting the park is that some of the parks schemes take small
children around the park and teach them about the wildlife and the environment, this helps
the environment as it teaches,people how to care for it, as without the environment the park
wouldn't be open to the pn‘zl?:. Ensuring that the environment is looked after ensures that
the countryside recreational activities continue it also makes sure that future generations get
to experience the parks natural emrimth, showing people how to properly look after their
environment leads to an increased sense of pride in the local environment. Not just showing
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children but showing adults how to look after their countryside to benefit countryside
recreation leads to a greater awareness and understanding of the needs of the countryside
and of land managemery’

Megative impacts on the environment include erosion and disturbance to the local wildlife.
Erosion occurs as more and more visitors walk around the park they cause footpath erosion,
this costs money to fix. Some areas of the park encourage to stay on the footpaths, so the
erosion is more controlled into one specific area unlike across a whole field. Other types of
erosion still occur such as litter erosjon where people drop litter in the environment, this can
harm the wildlife and plant Specﬁlﬂ‘ts of people walking around a park can also disturb
wildlife, if people are being too noisy or letting dogs run about everywhere this can disturb
the wildlife and make it run away. This is bad for the countryside recreational activities as
some of the activities involve the wildlife such as bird spotters. The disturbance to wildlife
effects the park greatly because it stops some resreatlnnal activities from occurring and it also
makes the park less enjoyable for people to \yk

Impact and influences

Countryside recreational activities also have impacts of the area surrounding it, these can be
good or bad impacts and effect the amount of people visiting the park and visiting the
countryside recreational activities.

Having a lot of people going to the park can become an issue with traffic around the site, it
can lead to congestion around the area. This makes the park more difficult to get to and makes
it less appealing for people visiting, because they don’t want to sit in traffic when they can go
else wear. Traffic is also an issue because it creates more carbon emissions which is bad for
the environment. A way to reduce the traffic from around the site is to put in place a bus
which takes people from a car park to the park to stop the people from parking In the actual
park. The noise from the Qé’?s also a form of pollution which can have an impact on the
countryside recreational activities because the activities which were once peaceful like
walking or cycling will no longer be if all you can hear is cars trying to park and going past.
However, the economy will increase if the recreational activities become popular because it
means there will be more people in the park wanting to buy food and drink and small gifts,
they will also pay to complete the activity and therefore this increased the total Eross income

of tl};i‘i:-ark.

The countryside recreational activities at Cuerden Valley Park will have influences on the
surrounding area, one of which will be disturbance to the wildlife and the other uses atthe
park if an activity is being taken place in a certain area the people who normally go just'to go
for a walk may be led a different route as the new activity may be blocking their pdth. The
countryside recreational activities at the park will have an influence on how much erosion
there is on the park because if there is lots of people crowding around one area to fulfil an
activity it will lead to erosion in that ared. An effect of the increase in recreational activities

5
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also means a rise in litter, air and light pollution; this is caused by lots of people visiting the
site and dropping litter this can be prevented by placing bins around the park and on the car
ook

recreational activities and they drive their cars to the site it increases the co2 level in the ajr.
This can be prohibited by placing a park and ride scheme, so people get the bus into the area
or walk to the park reducing the emissions from the vehiclgs. Light pollution is also another
factor influenced by cars golng to visit the park as in winter when it is dark into late mornings
and early night people may still want to walk their dog or take place In a night time
countryside recreational activity, the car lights creates light pollution and may affect some of
the species living in the park, This can be reduced by moving the car park, so it is further away
fram the wildlife and doesn't affect themy

If lots of people go to the park and create litter erosion it makes the park look untidy and
unclean this can be stopped by placing bins around the park. Another thing that makes the
park look untidy Is overgrown hedges apd uncut grass, a park that is well kept and
aesthatically pleasing attracts more people! To make sure the park is kept nice they could hire
people such as gardeners to make sure trees are trimmed, hedges are cut, and grass is cut, If
the park looks good more members of the public will want to visit it and spend money in the
shops which can go to cutting the hedges and tidying up the par‘i\:/

Recreational uses and users

Cuerden Valley Park is used by all types of people of all ages. It can be used by disabled and
elderly people in some areas too. Schools and colleges can go on trips there and go and have
courses or activities to complete. There is a range of countryside activities which you can do
at Cuerden Valley Park. Some of which | have listed belo

s Walking —is possibly the most common activity completed at Cuerden Valley Park as
it doesn’t cost a lot of money to do. Walking routes are easy to access and allows you
to see the countryside in a different perspective as you see more wildlife. Dog walking
also goes on in Cuerden valley Park as, many people enjoy letting their dogs run
threugh the open fields and woodlan

» Cycling — cycling is also popular at the park as you can go on several different routes
and choose weather you want to cycle up hills or stay on the flat areas. Cycling is
popular because it is a way of getting around the park quickly.

s Bird watching — it is one of the quieter more peaceful activity at the park, although
there are no bird hides it is easy to sot on a bench somewhere and watch the wildli&-’./

s Nature walks — A lot like normal walking but with more adventure, nature walks lead
you to areas not many people go such as through woodland and grassland, it may also
lead you through rivers and shows you a few different E,abltats.

. Air pollution is increasing as more and more people come to the park to take part in :\V
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Faorest school = forest school is for children or high school age, it is a class outside in
the woods where you learn how to make fires and build camps, it is fun for the
children and they learn a lot when doing it.

Health walk —The health walk at Cuerden Valley Park is a club that go walking to lose
weight, they walk a specific route up hills and through the park, it is popular, and all
the people are friends and help each other. /

Park run = another group activity is the park run, all the people attending meet at a
certain time and location in the morning and go on a run around the park together.
Pond dipping — a lot like the forest school the pond dipping is for school aged children
to look at what species are In the pond and what they look like. It is popular on school
trips as some schools may not have the ability to look in a river.,”

Seasonal events, — the park offers a range of events at differant seasons, these attract
many ages and gender groups. The seasonal events only happen once a year and can
affect the other recreational activities. J

Potential new activities

Cuerden Valley Park could offer lots more recreational activities to the site, some of these are
very cost effective and some of which aren't so. Some of the activities which could be at the
park are listed helnw;,e

Tree climbing — tree climbing would be a good idea at Cuerden Valley Park because
there are lots of old trees which are very tall and straight, this is a natural resource
and wouldn’t cost a lot to put on. There would have to be staff put on the activity to
mentor the people doing it and they may have to hire equipment from the park..””
River walks — along with nature trails and pond dipping the park could take children
out on river walks, the rive is a natural resource which doesn’t cost anything for the
park and children would love to walk down it and find out all the little species living in
the river. .~

Fishing — fishing would be a good recreational activity to be placed at Cuerden Valley
Park because they have the big lake in the park already, this is cost free to them and
can hire out fishing pegs to people who want to stay overnight. The only real cost
would be to stock the fishing lake with fish which they can catch. There wouldn't be
any staff needed for this. ~

Football - football could be a recreational activity which the park could hold as it is
very cost effective, and they would only need to place the nets near the open fields
near the picnic benches. The negative of having football fields is that the field may be
eroded or get muddy. They could also hold matches or tournaments at the park and
allow schools to come and play football there. .

Wildlife experiences - the park could offer wildlife experiences to younger people
visiting, this would offer a nature trail while identifying birds and wildlife species. The
cost for this would be feeders for the animals to make sure they do see some wildlife.
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This will benefit small children so they see the wildlife in real life and not on computer
screens, they will be able to take pictures and take them home they will able be able
to see the animals up close than normal through bird hides and through binoculars
which will be kept safe by the staff or mymm.

Wildlife experiences

I think that wildlife experiences could be provided in the area in Cuerden Valley Park. The park
has 66ha of woodland, grassland and wetland, some of this could be cornered off for the
wildlife experiences walks and identifying wildlife. There could be a walk around the different
types of habitats and children must spot and identify the different types of wildlife species.
For example, you could build hides around the different habitats with identification charts in
them, the children then must spot the species and write them down. There would be lots of
species there as they would be fed with feeders such as bird, squirrel and deer feeders. f
The resources needed are part of the woodland, grassland and wetland which the park has
for free, so that wouldn't have a cost to it. The other resources needed are the feeders for
the wildlife and the construction and maintaining the hides.

There would be staff/ volunteers needed to go around with the children and help them

identify the wildlife and show them where to go. The staff / volunteers would need the correct /

qualifications to look after children and need to know how to identify the species themselves,
The cost to the activity would be minimal because of the land to see the wildlife on is already
there to use. The only other cost would to build the hides for looking at the wildlife species
and the feeders and food to ensure there would be animals there. The other cost would be
purchasing the ID charts and possibly binoculars. The costing should be payed off over time
as you could make a small fee for the wildlife food.

There wouldn't be many health and safety regulations for this activity as it isn't dangerous.
There would have to be a general risk assessment for it and it may need a first aider with the
children in case one of them needs first aid. A person with a first aid course plus forestry may
be required in case of any forestry injury’s. Another danger could be the lake if they went
near the lake, but it isn't necessary for the wildlife experiencei/

They should also follow any legislations necessary such as the Wildlife and Gunwside ﬂct
1974 which means no wildlife and environment can be harmed or destroyed and that would
be taken AR, Also, the@ountryside Kghts of Wayfict 2000 may be obeyed as you canpot
block a public fnutpath}if people want to use it. Ijkewise?the iealth and gafab.r at b‘prk ct
must be followed 50 no one is put in any danger.

d

Overall, | think the wildlife experiences will be good to have at Cuerden Valley Park because
it has a lot of space for it to go ahead. It will be goo for children as they will learn a lot about
the eountryside they live in, they would get to know the native species in their local area and
they would get outside more often and learn about them and see them instead of looking
them up on the internetAflost of the children in this generation don't know what is in their
natural countryside and | think wildlife experiences and being at one with the wildlife will be

B
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a good experience far them to learn. The activity will not have a huge budget and is easlly
affordable and capable off fulfilling at Cuerden Valley Park.

/

References

http://www.parksandgardens.org/places-and-
people/site/1012?preview=1

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-
356000-420000/page/12

https://cuerdenvalleypark.org.uk/
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Risk Assessment

Al Risk Assessments will be reviewed annually or if there have been any changes, new technology, new legisiation, accidents, incidents or near misses.

TaskiActivity: Constructing a Bird Hide

ArealDepartment: Agriculture & Countryside

Significant Hazard

List of people who may be Harmed or at
Risk

Control Measures in Place

Slips, trips and falls

Students, staff and pedestrians.

uitable footwear should be wom at all times.

Cuts and infection

Students, staff and pedestrians.

Barrier cream must be used before going to the machines and be aware of

sharp objects. \

River Brack - drowning

Students, staff and pedestrians.

Everyone must stay away from the river unless with another parson or
supervised. ,_ "

Driving over pedestrians Students, staff and pedestrians. Be aware when driving the machines of your surroundings and ensure no

ﬁo:cwaoﬂ.osoamgg‘a__ozwas motien.

Driving over animals Students, staff and pedestrians. Be aware when moving machines there are no animals in the way which
could result in an injury, be aware of your surroundings.

Uneven / soft ground Students, staff and pedestrians. When driving the machines be aware of soft or uneven ground to ensure
the machines don't tip or get stuck. Test ground before driving on it and
take care.

Crushes Students, staff and pedestrians. Stay well away from the back of the machines while hitching up, tipping
trailers or any other types of movement. .\

Tool use Students, staff and pedestrians. Be aware when using sharp or dangerous tools and only use them if you

V have ancther person with you or you are being supervised. .\ ¢
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Declaration of Authenticity

Candidate name Gina Patel Candidate number 5666
Centre name College Centre number 55556
Candidate:

I confirm that all work submitted is my own, and that | have acknowledged all sources | have
used.

Candidate signature GBLJ Date 15.05.2018

Tutor:
| confirm that all work was conducted under conditions desighed to assure the authenticity of the

candidate’s work, and am satisfied that, to the best of my knowledge, the work produced is solely
that of the candidate.

Tutor signature Date 15.05.2018

Has the candidate received any additional support in the production of this work?
Tick Yes [ No v

If the answer is yes, give details below and on a separate sheet if necessary.

Note:

Where the candidate and/or tutor is unable to, or does not confirm authenticity through signing
this declaration form, the work will not be accepted at moderation and a mark of zero will be
given. If any question of authenticity arises, the tutor may be contacted for justification of
authentication.
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Practical Observation Form
Technical Qualifications

Candidate name:

Candidate number:

Gina Patel

5666

Centre number:

Assessment ID

55556

0173-004

Please complete the table below with reference to the relevant Assessment Objectives, as indicated in the
Assessment Packs. Do not allocate marks at this stage.

Assessment Objective

(AO) - refer to the
marking grid for additional
guidance.

Notes — detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength
and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality of performances
and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence has been submitted.

process or how they may
change their course of
action / are they able to
justify their actions etc.

AO1 A) Phase 1survey... Good recall of species and generally accurate. An obvious
Describe how well the understanding of species habitat preferences. Did lack confidence, but a
candidate shows recall of lot of time and effort went into collating a detailed species list on the survey
knowledge e.g. stating facts
without explanation /
simple descriptions of what | B)  Byild a structure...... Accurate and confident recall during risk assessment, pre-
they are carrying out / start checks, and some of the legislation around tractor operations, with
z?:;\g'}?tgfs:x::;skfowle dge COSHH implications described.
through logical sequencing Recall from the WCA 1981 and was generally accurate and showed a
and application of skill etc. reasonable breadth of knowledge.

Work completed at industry quality
AO2 A) A good understanding of the survey shown, but little confidence when
Describe how well the connecting species identification to habitat type. Some accurate
candidate shows justification of habitats given. Justification for SI grassland due to Meadow
understanding when Buttercup, Sorrel and Mouse Ear. Understood the methodology of carrying
carrying out practical tasks out the phase one survey and making target notes
e.g. their explanation of
why they are completinga | g) A |5gical but slightly disiointed explanation of legislation relating to the

fractor.

Explanation the role of the WCA and mentioned protected species such
plants, birds and ofter, but only after some prompting, showing slightly
disjointed knowledge. Sound good understanding of practical sequence
and use of tools and equipment
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Assessment Objective

(AO) - refer to the
marking grid for additional
guidance.

Notes — detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength

and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality of performances

and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence has been submitted.

AO3

Describe how well the
candidate demonstrated
their practical skills. e.g.
how practiced/fluid is hand
eye coordination and
dexterity / how confident
are they / how accurate or
‘polished’ is the outcome /
safe working etc.

A)  Very good practical skills demonstrated. Good justification given when
questioned throughout the task. Completed survey in an adequate fime
allocation.

B) Demonstrated high levels of skill and dexterity at all stages of operation of
the tractor, with excellent reversing and industry speed and standard of
driving. It is evident that fractor driving comes naturally, with fluidity and
confidence shown throughout the tractor driving part of the assessment.
Showed good practical skills when willow cutting and weaving, cutting

fimber and knocking in fence posts, but was a little awkward when cutting

points onto the willow and experimented with a couple of tool, using trial
and error. Tasks were achieved to industry standards, but not industry
speed. She was confident with most tasks and demonstrated good
dexterity

AO4

Describe how well the
candidate brings it all
together — e.g. how
coherent are their actions /
how well do they draw
from the breadth of their
knowledge and skills /
reflection on theory when
solving practical problems /
How well can they work out
solutions to new contexts/
problems on their own /
time management etc.

Gained confidence throughout this task, clearly making instant links to

species and habitat classification. Used knowledge from taught sessions to

help with this task.

B) Good application of theory to practice was evident during the highly
competent operation of the tractor. Quality of hide evident good
selection of site bearing in mind disturbance of local wildlife, bit tail and
error in use of some tools but able to problem solve issues within time
allocated.

AO5

Describe how well the
candidate attended to
detail e.g. professionalism /
perfecting / accuracy /
checking / taking care /
methodical working etc.

A
identification cards, rather than guessing.

B) The final structure was finished to a good standard suitable for the
environment, but was a littfle narrow, not giving much room for the user.

Strong attention to detail provided and regular checked against notes and

Tutor / marker signature:

Date:

2/05/2018
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Candidate Record Form
Candidate Name: Gina Patel Assessment ID: 0173-004

Candidate Number: 5666 Centre Number: 55556

Marker Notes — Please always refer to the relevant marking grid for guidance on allocating marks and make
notes which describe the quality of the evidence and justification of marks.

AOL1 - Recall Examples of types of knowledge expected: use of terminology, health and

Breadth, depth, safety considerations, environmental impact, legislation, routine tasks, survey

accuracy methods, countryside recreation activities and demographics.

25% Bandl 1-5 marks ‘ Band 2 6 — 10 marks ‘ Band 3 11 — 15 marks

Mark: A Strong obvious understanding of species habitat preferences and
although lacked initial confidence in the phase one survey and species

11 identification, confidence grew with time to produce an accurate map of
habitats with detail target notes. Excellent recall from across the course
content in writing reports and obvious research undertaken and used
evidenced from reference list. Detail plan of structure produced but lacked
thought on users with regarding size. Confident and accurate recall of
tractor legislation and parts of the WLCA, Risk Assessment and COSHH
implications described. Good terminology used correctly

AO2 - Examples of understanding expected: correct use of Phase 1 Survey method,

Understanding
Security of concepts,

application of legislation, planning order of construction tasks, selection of
appropriate joint methods for design, methodologies for delivering countryside

causal links recreation activities, influencing factors.

25% Bandl 1-5 marks ‘ Band 2 6 — 10 marks ‘ Band 3 11 — 15 marks

Mark: A strong understanding of a range of species demonstrated but a little
initial lack of confidence when linking species to habitats type during

12 phase one survey. Justification for Sl grass land from correct

identification of meadow Buttercup, Sorrel and Mouse Ear. Good clear
links made in report with different concepts being linked though
understanding and references from research and logical explanations.
Understanding of location of structure and materials to be used but
needed prompting on impact of local wildlife. Understands laws relating to
Risk Assessment COSHH in practical to tractors

Detailed and accurate explanations are provided.

Strong and accurate justification is provided for choices made. Clear links to key
theories are evidenced throughout, including legislation. Consideration of the
impact of works on the environment

AO3 - Practical skill
Dexterity, fluidity,
confidence, ease of

Examples of skills expected: plant and habitat identification, machinery
operation, use of hand tools, material handling, and joining materials.

application

25% Bandl 1-5 marks ‘ Band 2 6 — 10 marks ‘ Band 3 11 — 15 marks

Mark: Completed phase one survey at correct pace to get correct identifications
and detail results, giving good justifications when questioned on their

10 approach. Candidate showed strong practical ability in all aspects of

tractor driving with excellent reversing demonstrated with industry speed
and accuracy. Working on the construction of the hide showed strong
practical ability in cutting and weaving willow but lacked fluidity when
pointing posts. Was seen to be experimenting with some tools used
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finding best method by trial and error. Tasks achieved at industry
standard but not always at industry speed

AO4 - Bringing it
together

use of knowledge to
apply skills in new
context

Examples of bringing it all together: applying and linking knowledge,
understanding and practical skills to a particular situation, justifying decisions/
approaches taken, contingencies, reflection and evaluation.

15% Bandl 1-3 marks ‘ Band 2 4 — 6 marks ‘ Band 3 7 — 9 marks

Mark: The candidate utilises a wide range of knowledge from across the qualification
to justify and problem solve, showing integration of knowledge, understanding

8 and practical skills, in both the phase one survey and in the siting and building of

the hide. Good evidence of research which was incorporated in the report.

AO5 - Attending to
detail / perfecting

Repeated checking,
perfecting, noticing

Examples of attending to detail: survey report, colouring maps, final finish of
structure, presentation of work

10%

Bandl 1 -2 marks Band 2 3 —4 marks Band 3 5 -6 marks

Mark:

Strong attention to detail throughout the phase one survey and production of
subsequent accurate well researched report. Candidate clearly fully engaged in
the tasks if lacking in a little confidence with some decisions made. The final
structure was finished to a good standard for the environment but would not
be suitable for a bigger person to use.

Tutor/Marker signature:

gD

Total Mark: 46
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Section 5 Principal Moderator’s guidance, hints and tips.

This practise marking material has been produced to be used for standardisation activities and for
centre guidance in the early years of the qualification. The marks allocated to each learner are in
accordance with the Principal Moderator marks and show the standard set for this qualification.

To make holistic judgments, it is necessary to ensure that all tasks are completed and submitted prior to
assigning any final marks. Practical tasks are not marked independently of written submissions so ensure
that all tasks have been completed before assigning any marks.

When judging ephemeral performances / practical skills, centres must ensure that the evidence is in a
format visible to the marker/moderator and gives sufficient qualitative detail to aid moderation.
Evidence should be similar to that produced for judgements made in work based diplomas. Observers
and markers should ensure their notes are comprehensive, employing key words written in the marking
grids and giving examples of how these where achieved. Describing how, where or why the work is good
or better. Along with this they should ensure that any verbal questions are documented and that
weaknesses / mistakes as well as strengths / exemplary practice are noted on the PO form. These notes
will enable the centre marker and the moderator get a feel for the practical skills shown by each
individual on the synoptic assessment day/s and will assist in allocation of marks and rank ordering. Full
Justification needs to be given to why the mark was allocated.
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