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Level 3 Land and Wildlife Management 0173  

Introduction 
The synoptic assignments for the City & Guilds Technical Qualifications are externally set summative 
assessments which are internally marked by tutors. It is the centre’s responsibility to ensure 

candidates’ work is marked in a standard way across the centre, using the specified marking grid, in 
order to rank performance on a single mark scale. 

Practise marking materials are useful to support centre staff with internal standardisation and as a 

pre-standardisation activity. The materials are produced to support staff in the process of marking 
including how to effectively use marking grids and assessment objectives (AO).  

The marking materials must be considered alongside the Technical qualifications Marking and 
Moderation Guide 

It is recommended that all tutors, including any unlikely to mark, are included in early discussions 
around the use of the marking grid, as all tutors should understand the basis of marking as it could 
shape their teaching by helping candidates practise bringing their skills and knowledge together to 
complete a problem, and helping them learn how to explain and justify their choices in terms of the 

subject knowledge in preparation for summative assessment. Tutors must study the Marking and 

Moderation Guide: https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-

support  which provides detailed information about generic assessment objectives, and the marking 
grid, to ensure they are clear about the different AOs and how they may show up in evidence for 

assignments in the subject area. If there is more than one tutor carrying out marking at the centre, 

this process should be carried out as part of a group activity to ensure all markers are clear and in 

agreement about what sorts of evidence are relevant for assessment and which AO they fit into. 

The following materials could form the basis for pre-standardisation practice and discussion could 
take place using evidence from trial runs/formative assessment activities. Standardisation should 

also take place using the evidence from the actual assignment set for that year, so along with 
utilising this tool, please ensure that activities surrounding the 2019 assignment also take place.  

Within this pack, you will find  

• a sample task brief 

• a copy of the marking grid used for the synoptic assessment  

• a sample of materials responding to either last year’s synoptic assignment or a sample set of 

tasks. This includes learner produced evidence and tutor observations of the practical 

performance.  

And finally, the Principal Moderator has provided a breakdown of the marks for the different 

assessment objectives along with general hints and tips on the synoptic assessment. 

  

http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGMarking%20and%20Moderation%20pdf.ashx
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support
https://www.cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-qualifications/resources-and-support


 

Section 1 Task Brief  0173-004 

Assignment Brief 

You have been employed as a general estate worker by a large land owner. The land owner 

intends to apply for a grant to improve the range of recreational activities they can offer 

over an area of mixed woodland, wetland and grassland.  

 

Initially the manager wants you to plan and carry out a phase 1 habitat survey of the site, to 

identify any areas that may be adversely affected by work or recreational activities on the 

site. The survey report must contain a method and all documents and maps required for 

presentation to the standard Phase 1 Habitat Survey method.  

 

Given the grant money is being awarded to increase recreational use of the site, the 

manager would like you to produce a report identifying potential recreational activities 

appropriate to the site. They would like you to evaluate any local demographic, social, 

financial and geographical factors that could influence who will use the site.   

 

The manager then wants you to use this information to identify a range of activities, 

justifying why they would be appropriate for delivery at the site. In the report you are then 

required to select one activity and produce a written explanation of how to run the activity 

in the area including; resources, staffing, finances, as well as health and safety 

considerations.  

 
Once you have built up knowledge of the site through your survey work, the manager wants you to 
plan how the grant money could be spent to construct a structure to deliver a countryside 
recreation activity at the site. The manager wants a set of annotated drawn plans for the structure, 
detailing dimensions, construction materials and fixings.  
 
In addition the manager would like an action plan of work to complete the structure construction. 
The action plan should include: explanation of the purpose of the structure proposed, explanation of 
how to complete each stage of the project, timescales and a justified equipment list, including 
machinery that would be required to move materials, prepare the site or construct the structure.  
 
The plan also requires a risk assessment for all activities to be undertaken during the project. In 
addition the manager wants the plan to include details of any wildlife or environmental legislation, 
that need considering to protect the site. The plan should also include a set of justified measures 
that consider your habitat survey findings, to avoid or mitigate damage to the site during 
construction.       

 

Once the manager has made any required amendments to your plan and approved it, they 

want you to help with the construction of the structure to improve the recreational value of 

the site. You are required to use a land-based machine to transport materials to the site or 

prepare the ground for construction. Once the site is prepared, you are required to 

construct the approved structure. 



 

Tasks  

Task 1 

 

Plan, carry out and report on a Phase 1 Habitat Survey covering an area of woodland, 

wetland and grassland.  Area to be surveyed will be set by your tutor. 

 

Conditions of assessment:  

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions.  

The Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report should be completed on your own under supervised 

conditions. You will have any notes taken from your survey to complete the Survey report.  

 

What you must produce for marking: 

• Completed Phase 1 Survey Report 
 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Images or video of learner completing surveys.  

• Your tutor’s observation notes of your working practice and the standard and accuracy 
of the finished work. 

 

 

Task 2 

 

Produce a report evaluating factors affecting potential use of countryside recreation at the 

site. 

 

The report should then identify viable recreational uses for the area, based on your 

evaluation. You will give details of how one of these activities could be undertaken at the 

site.  

 

Conditions of assessment:  

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions. You will have access 

to your Phase 1 Survey Report from Task 1. 

 

What you must produce for marking: 

• A written Report 
 

 

 



 

 
 
Task 3 
 
Produce a set of annotated drawn plans for a proposed structure and accompanying plan of work 
detailing equipment, machinery, risk assessment, legislation and environmental damage mitigation 
measures. 
  

Conditions of assessment:  

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions. You will have access 

to your Phase 1 Survey Report. 

 

What you must produce for marking: 

• Annotated drawn plans for a structure 

• Plan of work detailing planning of structure construction.  
 
 
 

Task 4 

 

Construct a structure to improve recreation activities in a given area. The area where the 

work is to be undertaken will be set by your tutor. 

 

Conditions of assessment:  

You must carry out the task on your own, under supervised conditions. 

 

What you must produce for marking: 

• Completed structure fit for purpose   
 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Images or video clips of candidate completing assessment 

• Your tutor’s observation notes of your working practice and the standard and 
accuracy of the finished work. 

 

 

 

Guidance on tasks 
 

Resources 

Candidates must have access to a suitable range of resources to carry out the tasks, which 

includes appropriate survey equipment, PPE, appropriate tools, machinery and a range of 

Post and Rail materials. IT and internet access must also be provided for candidates to 



 

complete their survey report, fence designs and plans of the pond. The centre must provide 

a suitable site location for candidates to carry out their surveys and the fencing works. The 

site should contain a range of habitats for the survey and a planned pond but the fencing 

work can be carried out on another site.  

 

Task 1 

Candidates are required to complete a Phase 1 survey of an area of mixed woodland, 

wetland and grassland of between 15-25 ha in size. An appropriate survey area fitting these 

criteria should be identified by the tutor prior to undertaking the assessment. Candidates 

should be made aware of the site boundaries and ownership prior to completing and be 

allowed to complete a survey plan prior to visiting the site. During the survey candidates 

must be provided with a copy of: Section 2: Field Manual and Appendixes 1 -7 of the Joint 

Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey, to enable 

them to record, code and identify habitats found. Candidates may also use appropriate pre-

published vegetative keys to identify flora present.   

The candidate should present for marking a survey report containing a completed map 

sheet record, 1:10,000 habitat map(s) with coloured and coded habitat information, as well 

as at least one completed target note record.    

  

Task 2 

For this task the candidates are required to evaluate economic, social and environmental 

factors that could influence the use of the site for recreational activities. An area of land 

containing woodland, wetland and grassland of between 15-25ha in size. 

Appropriate computer or paper based writing facilities to research and produce a written 

report.  

This should look at the impact on the area surrounding the site e.g. traffic flow, noise, 

economy, as well as the influences on the study site e.g. disturbance, erosion, pollution, 

aesthetics.  

In addition, the report should include a list of appropriate recreational uses and users of the 

site relevant to the given area of land surveyed in Task 1. This could include, but is not 

limited to, the following range of activities: live quarry shooting, clay target shooting, 

course/game fishing, wildlife experiences, nature trails, backwoods skills or outdoor 

pursuits.  

Having identified the possible range of activities, candidates are required to select one 

activity and produce a written statement explaining how the activity could be provided in 

the area including resources, staffing, costs, and health and safety considerations.  

 

 



 

 

Task 3 

Candidates are initially required to produce drawn plans of one structure that could be built 

to enable the delivery of a countryside recreational activity. This could be completed 

electronically or on paper and could be drawn to scale or have annotated measurements on 

a sketch. Appropriate computer or paper based writing/drawing facilities to research and 

produce a written report and drawing of a structure.  

The plans should show all elevations and footprint of the structure and have annotations 

indicating what materials would be used to construct each major component of the 

structure, as well as the type and locations of fixings to be used.  

In addition to this drawing the candidate is required to produce an action plan of the work 

required to complete the task. The plan should contain an introduction explaining the 

purpose of the structure. It should also include an equipment list of the tools and land-

based machinery required to complete the task, relevant to Unit 303 Land Based Industry 

Machinery Operations. The candidate must justify what each tool/machine is to be used for. 

The candidate must also correctly sequence and explain how to carry out a set of tasks 

required to complete the planned structure. This should begin from site 

preparation/transporting materials to the site, through to the structure being completed 

ready for use.   

The candidate is required to produce a risk assessment for their planned activities; a blank 

template should be provided by the centre for the candidate to complete.  

Finally for this task the candidate is required to identify wildlife/environmental legislation 

relevant to the given site. This should give the name and date of the legislation and a 

summary of the key points affecting the work. This should be considered alongside the 

Phase 1 Survey results from Task 1 to produce a plan to avoid or correct environmental 

damage that could foreseeably occur from the actions identified in the structure completion 

action plan.   

 

Task 4  

To complete this practical task, the candidate is required to construct a structure for use in 

the area of land containing woodland, wetland and grassland of between 15-25ha in size 

surveyed in Task 1. The structure built need not be the same as that planned in Task 2 and 

should be selected by the tutor due to financial and practical constraints. The structure 

should allow or improve recreation in the given area. It is recommended that the structure 

completed be small so each candidate can produce their own individual structure for 

marking e.g. shooting cage, stile, fishing swim, bait box, small hide, feeding station/platform 

or a seat/bench or any other suitable structure. 

 



 

However, if this is not possible and larger structures have to be worked on, individual 

candidates performance must be observable as discrete work from other candidates 

involved in the project e.g. a pre marked section of board walk only that candidate worked 

on or a marked section of boarding on a shed wall clad by only one candidate.   

 

As part of this task the candidate is required to demonstrate the safe use of a land-based 

machine covered in unit 303 Land Based Industry Machinery Operations. Given the nature 

of the task this could involve machinery for either of the following tasks: transporting 

equipment/materials/structures to the site or using a machine to prepare the site for a 

structure. 

 

Suitable and sufficient construction materials for all candidates to be able to produce a 

recreation structure e.g. wood, stone, blocks, fixings, etc.   

A sufficient and safe range of appropriate tools to work construction materials e.g. 

hammers saws, drills/drivers, chisels, clamps, benches etc. 

Appropriate machinery for candidate to transport resources, prepare ground for or 

construct structures e.g. ATV’s trailers, diggers, tractors, post knocker, etc. 

 

Time 

The following timings are provided to support centre planning.  

 

Total –  26 to 32 hours 

Task 1 – 7 – 9 hours 

Task 2 –  6 – 7 hours 

Task 3 –  6 – 7 hours 

Task 4 –  7 – 9 hours 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Marking grid 

For any category, 0 marks may be awarded where there is no evidence of worthy achievement  

 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

25 AO1 Recall of knowledge 

relating to the qualification 
LOs  

• Does the candidate seem 
to have the full breadth 
and depth of taught 
knowledge across the 
qualification to hand?  

• How accurate is their 
knowledge? Are there 
any gaps or 
misunderstandings 
evident?   

• How confident and 
secure does their 
knowledge seem? 

(1-5 marks) 
Recall shows some weaknesses 
in breadth and/or accuracy.  
Hesitant, gaps, inaccuracy  

(6 - 10 marks) 
Recall is generally accurate and 
shows reasonable breadth. 
Inaccuracy and 
misunderstandings are 
infrequent and usually minor. 
Sound, minimal gaps 

(11 - 15 marks) 
Consistently strong evidence of 
accurate and confident recall 
from the breadth of 
knowledge.  
Accurate, confident, complete, 
fluent 

Examples of types of knowledge expected: use of terminology, health and safety considerations, 
environmental impact, legislation, routine tasks, survey methods, countryside recreation activities 
and demographics. 

 
The candidate has shown 

limited knowledge from 

across the qualification 

content. Uncertainty in 

terminology and when to use 

it. Clear gaps in knowledge 

identified in several areas.  
 

 
The candidate has shown a 

good range of knowledge 

from across the qualification 

which is sound and 

sometimes detailed. Some 

uncertainty in terminology.  
 

 
The candidate has shown 

strong and detailed 

knowledge across the range 

which is relevant to the task 

and shows a high degree of 

confidence and accuracy in its 

use.  
 



 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

25 AO2 Understanding of 

concepts theories and 
processes relating to the 
LOs 

• Does the candidate make 
connections and show 
causal links and explain 
why? 

• How well theories and 
concepts are applied to 
new situations/the 
assignment? 

(1-5 marks) 
Some evidence of being able to 
give explanations of concepts 
and theories. Explanations 
appear to be recalled, simplistic 
or incomplete.  
Misunderstanding, illogical 
connections, guessing,  

(6 - 10 marks) 
Explanations are logical. 
Showing comprehension and 
generally free from 
misunderstanding, but may 
lack depth or connections are 
incompletely explored. 
Logical, slightly disjointed, 
plausible,   

(11 - 15 marks) 
Consistently strong evidence of 
clear causal links in 
explanations generated by the 
candidate. Candidate uses 
concepts and theories 
confidently in explaining 
decisions taken and application 
to new situations. 
Logical reasoning, thoughtful 
decisions, causal links, justified 

Examples of understanding expected: correct use of Phase 1 Survey method, application of 
legislation, planning order of construction tasks, selection of appropriate joint methods for design, 
methodologies for delivering countryside recreation activities, influencing factors.  



 

• How well chosen are 
exemplars – how well do 
they illustrate the 
concept? 

 
The candidate has shown a 

poor understanding of the 

qualification content.  

Poor or no justification 

provided for choices made. 

Few or no links made to key 

theories, including legislation, 

and impact of works on the 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top of band:  

Basic understanding of the 

qualification content shown.  

Attempts have been made to 

justify choices and selections 

made, though lacks detail and 

is not always accurate.  

 
 
 
 

 
The candidate has shown a 

fair understanding of the 

content from across the 

qualification, with basic 

explanations provided which 

are accurate.  

Some accurate justification is 

provided for choices made. 

Attempts made to link to key 

theories, including legislation. 

Some evidence of 

consideration for the impact 

of works on the environment.  

 

 

 

Top of band:  

Good understanding of the 

qualification content is 

shown, with explanations 

provided which are clear and 

precise.  

Detailed justification of the 

choices  
 

 
The candidate has shown a 

strong understanding of the 

content from across the 

qualification. Detailed and 

accurate explanations are 

provided.  

Strong and accurate 

justification is provided for 

choices made. Clear links to 

key theories are evidenced 

throughout, including 

legislation. Consideration of 

the impact of works on the 

environment, as well as 

feasibility, is evident.  

 

Top of band:  

The candidate has shown an 

excellent understanding of 

the qualification content, 

which is supported by 

thorough and accurate 

explanations and supporting 

examples.  

All choices and selections 

made are thoroughly 

supported. Strong links 



 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

consistently made to key 

theories, including legislation. 

Evidence that the 

environment and feasibility of 

options has been considered 

throughout.  

 

25 AO3 Application of 

practical/ 
technical skills 

• How practiced/fluid does 
hand eye coordination 
and dexterity seem?  

• How confidently does the 
candidate use the 
breadth of practical skills 
open to them? 

• How accurately/ 
successfully has the 

(1-5 marks) 
Some evidence of familiarity 
with practical skills. Some 
awkwardness in 
implementation, may show 
frustration out of inability 
rather than lack of care. 
Unable to adapt, frustrated, 
flaws, out of tolerance, 
imperfect, clumsy.  

(6 - 10 marks) 
Generally successful application 
of skills, although areas of 
complexity may present a 
challenge. Skills are not yet 
second nature. 
Somewhat successful, some 
inconsistencies, fairly adept/ 
capable. 

(11 - 15 marks) 
Consistently high levels of skill 
and/or dexterity, showing 
ability to successfully make 
adjustments to practice; able to 
deal successfully with 
complexity. 
Dextrous, fluid, comes naturally, 
skilled, practiced,  
 
 

Examples of skills expected: plant and habitat identification, machinery operation, use of hand tools, 
material handling, joining materials.  



 

candidate been able to 
use skills/achieve 
practical outcomes? 

 
Candidate has shown basic 

practical skills across a limited 

range of tasks.  

 

Tasks are completed well 

below industry speed and 

standards.  

Candidate lacks confidence 

and dexterity.  

 

Tools, equipment and 

machinery used safely, but 

not always accurately.  

 

 

 

 

Top of the band:  

Confidence shown in use of 

basic skills.  
 

 
Candidate has shown good 

practical skills across a range 

of tasks.  

 

Tasks are completed to 

industry standards but more 

practice required to operate 

at industry speed.  

 

Candidate has shown 

confidence in carrying out the 

majority of the practical tasks.  

Demonstrates good dexterity.  

 

Tools, equipment and 

machinery used accurately.  

 

Top of the band:  

Attempts made to use some 

more complex practical skills.  
 

 
Candidate has shown an 

excellent range of practical 

skills consistently, including 

complex skills, across a range 

of tasks.  

 

Candidate operated at 

industry speed and standards 

at all times.  

 

Candidate has shown 

confidence across all tasks.  

 

Demonstrates excellent 

dexterity in use of tools and 

equipment.  

 

Top of the band:  

All tools, equipment and 

machinery used in a way 

which produces the most 

optimum outcome.  

Final outcome is finished to 

an excellent standard, with 

quality considered 

throughout application.  
 



 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

15 AO4 Bringing it all 

together - coherence of 

the whole subject 

• Does the candidate draw 
from the breadth of their 
knowledge and skills?  

• Does the candidate 
remember to reflect on 
theory when solving 
practical problems? 

• How well can the 
candidate work out 
solutions to new 

(1-3 marks) 
Some evidence of 
consideration of theory when 
attempting tasks. Tends to 
attend to single aspects at a 
time without considering 
implication of contextual 
information. 
Some random trial and error, 
new situations are challenging, 
expects guidance, narrow. Many 
need prompting. 

(4 - 6 marks) 
Shows good application of 
theory to practice and new 
context, some inconsistencies.  
Remembers to apply theory, 
somewhat successful at 
achieving fitness for purpose. 
Some consolidation of theory 
and practice  

(7 - 9 marks) 
Strong evidence of thorough 
consideration of the context 
and use of theory and skills to 
achieve fitness for purpose.   
Purposeful experimentation, 
plausible ideas, guided by 
theory and experience, fit for 
purpose, integrated, uses whole 
toolkit of theory and skills.  

Examples of bringing it all together: applying and linking knowledge, understanding and practical 
skills to a particular situation, justifying decisions/ approaches taken, contingencies, reflection and 
evaluation. 



 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

contexts/ problems on 
their own? 

Bottom of band: 
The candidate has shown poor 
evidence of using their 
knowledge, understanding and 
practical skills to make 
straightforward links between 
topics.  
 
 
 
Top of band: 
The candidate has shown 
limited evidence of using their 
knowledge, understanding and 
practical skills to make 
straightforward links between 
topics.  

Bottom of band: 
The candidate brings together 
their knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills to make 
some links between topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
Top of band: 
The candidate brings together 
their knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills to make good 
links between topics and justify 
decisions, choices and actions.   
 

Bottom of band: 
The candidate utilises a wide 
range of knowledge from across 
the qualification to justify and 
problem solve. Integration of 
knowledge, understanding and 
practical skills which informs an 
appreciation of the wider 
context of land and wildlife 
management. 
 
Top of band: 
The candidate utilises a wide 
range of knowledge from across 
the qualification to justify and 
problem solve creatively and 
holistically. Integration of 
knowledge, understanding and 
skills which informs a full 
understanding of the wider 
context of land and wildlife 
management. 



 

% Assessment Objective 
 

Band 1 descriptor  
Poor to limited 

Band 2 descriptor  
Fair to good 

Band 3 descriptor  
Strong to excellent 

10 AO5 Attending to detail/ 

perfecting 

• Does the candidate 
routinely check on 
quality, finish etc and 
attend to imperfections/ 
omissions 

• How much is accuracy a 
result of persistent care 
and attention (eg 
measure twice cut once)? 

• Would you describe the 
candidate as a 
perfectionist and wholly 
engaged in the subject? 

(1-2 marks) 
Easily distracted or lack of 
checking. Insufficiently 
concerned by poor result; little 
attempt to improve. Gives up 
too early; focus may be on 
completion rather than quality 
of outcome. 
Careless, imprecise, flawed, 
uncaring, unfocussed, 
unobservant, unmotivated. 

(3 - 4 marks) 
Aims for satisfactory result but 
may not persist beyond this. 
Uses feedback methods but 
perhaps not fully or 
consistently. 
Variable/intermittent attention, 
reasonably conscientious, some 
imperfections, unremarkable. 

(5-6 marks) 
Noticing, checking, persistent, 
perfecting, refining, accurate, 

focus on quality, precision, 
refinement, faultless, 

meticulous. 

Examples of attending to detail: survey report, colouring maps, final finish of structure, presentation 
of work 

 
Final outcome is untidy and 

lacks quality.  
 

 
Final outcome is finished to a 

good standard and is suitable 

for the environment.  
 

 
Final outcome is finished to a 

high standard, with 

consideration given to 

appearance and function  
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Declaration of Authenticity 

 

Candidate name    Gina  Patel Candidate number 5666 

 Centre name    College Centre number  55556 

  

   
 
 
 

Candidate: 

 

I confirm that all work submitted is my own, and that I have acknowledged all sources I have 
used. 
 

Candidate signature  

 

Date  15.05.2018 

 

Tutor: 
 
I confirm that all work was conducted under conditions designed to assure the authenticity of the 
candidate’s work, and am satisfied that, to the best of my knowledge, the work produced is solely 
that of the candidate. 
 
 
 

Tutor signature 

 

Date 15.05.2018 

 

Has the candidate received any additional support in the production of this work? 

 

Tick Yes  No √ 

 

If the answer is yes, give details below and on a separate sheet if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

Where the candidate and/or tutor is unable to, or does not confirm authenticity through signing 
this declaration form, the work will not be accepted at moderation and a mark of zero will be 
given. If any question of authenticity arises, the tutor may be contacted for justification of 
authentication.  
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 Practical Observation Form. 

.Technical Qualifications.  

 

Candidate name: Candidate number: 

Gina Patel 
 

5666 

Centre number:  Assessment ID  

55556 0173-004 
 

 

Please complete the table below with reference to the relevant Assessment Objectives, as indicated in the 
Assessment Packs. Do not allocate marks at this stage.  

Assessment Objective 
(AO) - refer to the 

marking grid for additional 
guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength 
and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality of performances 
and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence has been submitted. 

AO1 

Describe how well the 
candidate shows recall of 
knowledge e.g. stating facts 
without explanation / 
simple descriptions of what 
they are carrying out / 
showing aspects of 
straightforward knowledge 
through logical sequencing 
and application of skill etc. 

A) Phase 1 survey…. Good recall of species and generally accurate.  An obvious 

understanding of species habitat preferences.  Did lack confidence, but a 

lot of time and effort went into collating a detailed species list on the survey 
 
 

B) Build a structure……. Accurate and confident recall during risk assessment, pre-

start checks, and some of the legislation around tractor operations, with 

COSHH implications described. 

Recall from the WCA 1981 and was generally accurate and showed a 

reasonable breadth of knowledge. 

Work completed at industry quality   
 
 

AO2  
Describe how well the 
candidate shows 
understanding when 
carrying out practical tasks 
e.g. their explanation of 
why they are completing a 
process or how they may 
change their course of 
action / are they able to 
justify their actions etc.   

A) A good understanding of the survey shown, but little confidence when 

connecting species identification to habitat type.  Some accurate 

justification of habitats given.  Justification for SI grassland due to Meadow 

Buttercup, Sorrel and Mouse Ear. Understood the methodology  of carrying 

out  the phase one survey  and making target notes 
 

B) A logical but slightly disjointed explanation of legislation relating to the 

tractor. 

Explanation the role of the WCA and mentioned protected species such 

plants, birds and otter, but only after some prompting, showing slightly 

disjointed knowledge. Sound good understanding of practical sequence 

and use of tools and equipment 
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Assessment Objective 
(AO) - refer to the 

marking grid for additional 
guidance.  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify areas of strength 
and weakness are necessary to distinguish between different quality of performances 
and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence has been submitted. 

AO3 
Describe how well the 
candidate demonstrated 
their practical skills. e.g. 
how practiced/fluid is hand 
eye coordination and 
dexterity / how confident 
are they / how accurate or 
‘polished’ is the outcome / 
safe working etc. 

A) Very good practical skills demonstrated.  Good justification given when 

questioned throughout the task.  Completed survey in an adequate time 

allocation. 
 

B) Demonstrated high levels of skill and dexterity at all stages of operation of 

the tractor, with excellent reversing and industry speed and standard of 

driving. It is evident that tractor driving comes naturally, with fluidity and 

confidence shown throughout the tractor driving part of the assessment.  

Showed good practical skills when willow cutting and weaving, cutting 

timber and knocking in fence posts, but was a little awkward when cutting 

points onto the willow and experimented with a couple of tool, using trial 

and error. Tasks were achieved to industry standards, but not industry 

speed.   She was confident with most tasks and demonstrated good 

dexterity 

AO4  
Describe how well the 
candidate brings it all 
together – e.g. how 
coherent are their actions / 
how well do they draw 
from the breadth of their 
knowledge and skills /  
reflection on theory when 
solving practical problems / 
How well can they work out 
solutions to new contexts/ 
problems on their own / 
time management etc.  

A) Gained confidence throughout this task, clearly making instant links to 

species and habitat classification.  Used knowledge from taught sessions to 

help with this task.   
 

B) Good application of theory to practice was evident during the highly 

competent operation of the tractor. Quality of hide  evident  good 

selection of site bearing in mind disturbance of local  wildlife, bit  tail and 

error in use of some tools but  able to  problem solve issues within time 

allocated. 

AO5  
Describe how well the 
candidate attended to 
detail e.g. professionalism / 
perfecting / accuracy / 
checking / taking care / 
methodical working etc. 

A) Strong attention to detail provided and regular checked against notes and 

identification cards, rather than guessing. 
 

B) The final structure was finished to a good standard suitable for the 

environment, but was a little narrow, not giving much room for the user. 
 

 

 

Tutor / marker signature: Date:  

 

 

2/05/2018 
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 Candidate Record Form  
      Candidate Name: Gina  Patel           Assessment ID: 0173-004 
       Candidate Number: 5666    Centre Number: 55556 
      Marker Notes – Please always refer to the relevant marking grid for guidance on allocating marks and make             
notes which describe the quality of the evidence and justification of marks.  

 

AO1 - Recall 
Breadth, depth, 
accuracy  

Examples of types of knowledge expected: use of terminology, health and 
safety considerations, environmental impact, legislation, routine tasks, survey 
methods, countryside recreation activities and demographics. 

25% Band1  1– 5 marks Band 2 6 – 10 marks Band 3 11 – 15 marks 

Mark: 
 
11 

A Strong obvious understanding of species habitat preferences and 
although lacked initial confidence in the phase one survey and species 
identification, confidence grew with time to produce an accurate map of 
habitats with detail target notes. Excellent recall from across the course 
content in writing reports and obvious research undertaken and used 
evidenced from reference list. Detail plan of structure produced but lacked 
thought on users with regarding size. Confident and accurate recall of 
tractor legislation and parts of the WLCA, Risk Assessment and COSHH 
implications described.  Good terminology used correctly  

AO2 - 
Understanding 
Security of concepts, 
causal links  

Examples of understanding expected:  correct use of Phase 1 Survey method, 
application of legislation, planning order of construction tasks, selection of 
appropriate joint methods for design, methodologies for delivering countryside 
recreation activities, influencing factors. 

25% Band1  1– 5 marks Band 2 6 – 10 marks Band 3 11 – 15 marks 

Mark: 
 
12 

A strong understanding of a range of species demonstrated but a little 
initial lack of confidence when linking species to habitats type during 
phase one survey.  Justification for SI grass land from correct 
identification of meadow Buttercup, Sorrel and Mouse Ear. Good clear 
links made in report with different concepts being linked though 
understanding and references from research and logical explanations. 
Understanding of location of structure and materials to be used but 
needed prompting on impact of local wildlife. Understands laws relating to  
Risk Assessment  COSHH in practical to tractors  
Detailed and accurate explanations are provided.  
Strong and accurate justification is provided for choices made. Clear links to key 
theories are evidenced throughout, including legislation. Consideration of the 
impact of works on the environment 

AO3 - Practical skill 
Dexterity, fluidity, 
confidence, ease of 
application  

Examples of skills expected: plant and habitat identification, machinery 
operation, use of hand tools, material handling, and joining materials. 

25% Band1  1– 5 marks Band 2 6 – 10 marks Band 3 11 – 15 marks 

Mark: 
 
10 

Completed phase one survey at correct pace to get correct identifications 
and detail results, giving good justifications when questioned on their 
approach. Candidate showed strong practical ability in all aspects of 
tractor driving with excellent reversing demonstrated with industry speed 
and accuracy.  Working on the construction of the hide showed strong 
practical ability in cutting and weaving willow but lacked fluidity when 
pointing posts.  Was seen to be experimenting with some tools used 
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finding best method by trial and error. Tasks  achieved at  industry  
standard but not always at industry speed   

AO4 – Bringing it 
together  
use of knowledge to 
apply skills in new 
context 

Examples of bringing it all together: applying and linking knowledge, 
understanding and practical skills to a particular situation, justifying decisions/ 
approaches taken, contingencies, reflection and evaluation. 

15% Band1  1 – 3 marks Band 2 4 – 6 marks Band 3 7 – 9 marks 

Mark: 
 
8 

The candidate utilises a wide range of knowledge from across the qualification 
to justify and problem solve, showing integration of knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills, in both the phase one survey and in the siting and building of 
the hide. Good evidence of research which was incorporated in the report. 

AO5 - Attending to 
detail / perfecting 
Repeated checking, 
perfecting, noticing  

Examples of attending to detail: survey report, colouring maps, final finish of 
structure, presentation of work 

10% Band1  1 – 2 marks Band 2  3 – 4 marks Band 3 5 – 6 marks 

Mark: 
 
5 

Strong attention to detail throughout the phase one survey and production of 
subsequent accurate well researched report. Candidate clearly fully engaged in 
the tasks if lacking in a little confidence with some decisions made. The final 
structure was finished to a good standard for the environment  but  would not  
be suitable for a bigger person to  use. 

Tutor/Marker signature:  Total Mark: 46 
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Section 5 Principal Moderator’s guidance, hints and tips. 
 

This practise marking material has been produced to be used for standardisation activities and for 

centre guidance in the early years of the qualification. The marks allocated to each learner are in 

accordance with the Principal Moderator marks and show the standard set for this qualification.  

To make holistic judgments, it is necessary to ensure that all tasks are completed and submitted prior to 

assigning any final marks. Practical tasks are not marked independently of written submissions so ensure 

that all tasks have been completed before assigning any marks.  

When judging ephemeral performances / practical skills, centres must ensure that the evidence is in a 

format visible to the marker/moderator and gives sufficient qualitative detail to aid moderation. 

Evidence should be similar to that produced for judgements made in work based diplomas. Observers 

and markers should ensure their notes are comprehensive, employing key words written in the marking 

grids and giving examples of how these where achieved. Describing how, where or why the work is good 

or better. Along with this they should ensure that any verbal questions are documented and that 

weaknesses / mistakes as well as strengths / exemplary practice are noted on the PO form. These notes 

will enable the centre marker and the moderator get a feel for the practical skills shown by each 

individual on the synoptic assessment day/s and will assist in allocation of marks and rank ordering. Full 

Justification needs to be given to why  the mark  was allocated.  

 

 

 

 


