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Introduction 
This document has been prepared by the Chief Examiner, it is designed to be used as a 
feedback tool, for centres to use in order to enhance teaching and preparation for assessment. It 
is advised that this document be referred to when preparing to teach and then again when 
candidates are preparing to sit examinations for City & Guilds Technical qualifications. 

This report provides general commentary on candidate performance and highlights common 
themes in relation to the technical aspects explored within the assessment, giving areas of 
strengths and weakness demonstrated by the cohort of candidates who sat the March 2025 
examination series. It will explain aspects which caused difficulty and potentially why the 
difficulties arose, whether it was caused by a lack of knowledge, poor examination technique or 
responses that failed to demonstrate the required depth of understanding.  

The document provides commentary on the following assessment: 

7907-503 Level 2 in Painting and Decorating – Theory Exam 
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Theory Exam – March 2025 

Grade Boundaries and Distribution 

Assessment: 7907-503 
Series: March 2025 

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding 
panel.  

Total marks available 60 

Pass mark 25 

Merit mark 34 

Distinction mark 43 

The graph below shows the distribution of grades and pass rates for this assessment. 
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Chief Examiner Commentary 
Assessment component: 7907-503 

Series: March 2025 

This 60-question exam paper was set in a multiple-choice format, assessing Units 201, 202, 203, 
and 204 from the 7907-003/503 Level 2 Painting and Decorating qualification handbook. A 
mixture of AO1 (recall), AO2 (understanding), and AO4 (applied knowledge) questions were 
used across the breadth of the units examined.  

Overall, the paper performed well and was similar to last years. Most candidates demonstrated 
good levels of recall and understanding across the paper. Questions based on applied 
knowledge seemed to provide more of a challenge to candidates in this series. 

Candidates demonstrated good knowledge where questions focused on theoretical learning that 
was reinforced through practical sessions, particularly in relation to health and safety regulations 
and the application of paint coatings. Other areas where candidates performed strongly include: 

• Principles of Construction:
Most candidates were able to correctly respond to questions about the types of 
construction work being undertaken and the organisations responsible for producing 
goods and materials used on construction sites. 

• Access Equipment:
In this unit, most candidates successfully identified access equipment from images and 
responded well to questions regarding factors to consider when: 

o Erecting different types of access equipment in given scenarios.
o Selecting appropriate access equipment for specific tasks.

• Preparation of Surfaces for Decoration:
Candidates showed strong knowledge and understanding of timber and timber sheets 
this series. Most were able to: 

o Identify a type of timber sheet based on its description.
o Identify the process used to prepare a new timber door.
o Select the appropriate primer to prevent a specified timber defect.

    Additional areas of strong performance in this unit included: 

o Identifying a paint defect from an image.
o Selecting the correct wallpaper removal processes.
o Identifying the correct method used to prepare a previously painted surface.

• Application of Surface Coatings:
In this unit, most candidates correctly identified materials used to protect items in 
domestic and commercial areas, as well as the safety considerations when using a liquid 
paint remover in a commercial setting. Other well-performed areas in this unit included: 

o Understanding new technologies and their use in painting and decorating.
o Knowledge of proper storage and cleaning of tools and materials.

Areas of the examination where candidates demonstrated weaker knowledge and understanding 
included questions related to the properties of paint coatings. Most candidates were unable to 
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correctly answer questions on thixotropic coatings or coalescence. Other areas of weak 
performance included: 
 

• Preparation of Surfaces for Decoration: 
Candidates showed limited understanding of trowel-finished surfaces. Most were unable 
to identify a specific physical property of a trowel-finished surface or recognise a defect 
based on its description. Additionally, performance was poor for questions related to 
the removal of defective paint coatings, where most candidates were unable to: 
 

o Understand when a specified paint removal process should be used. 
o Identify what a particular paint removal process is designed to remove. 

 
• Application of Surface Coatings: 

Candidates struggled with questions on types of coatings and defects. Most were unable 
to correctly recall the common cause of a specified post-application defect. Additionally, 
many candidates were unable to identify the correct type of paint finish based on its 
sheen level. 

Performance was also weak for a question related to understanding safety considerations 
where most candidates showed limited understanding of the requirements when working 
with solvent-borne paint in a small domestic area. 

The applied knowledge and understanding questions (AO4) did not perform as well as last year. 
Most candidates were unable to correctly respond to the majority of scenario-based questions 
related to the preparation and application of surface coatings to metal, timber, and trowel-
finished surfaces. Candidate responses to questions on paint application and post application 
defects were mixed. 
 
In conclusion, the exam paper covered a broad and representative range of subject matter from 
the qualification handbook. It highlighted strong performance in health and safety and practical 
application knowledge and understanding. However, candidate performance would benefit from 
centres placing greater emphasis on the technical and theoretical knowledge aspects of the 
qualification, particularly focusing on terminology. 
 
In general, candidates appear to favour practical learning, so linking theoretical understanding to 
practical activities may help reinforce learning in areas that are less frequently practiced. 
Candidates should ensure they fully read and understand all questions before responding, 
especially for AO2 (understanding) and AO4 (applied knowledge) style questions. Centres are 
encouraged to support their candidates in developing skills to tackle these types of questions 
effectively. 
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