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1. Assessment 

The assessment for Painting and Decorating Occupational Specialism component consists of a 
practical assignment that includes an assignment                           brief and then a number of tasks for the 
candidate to complete. Tasks are assessed by assessment themes that cover a range of 
knowledge and skills from the performance outcomes. 
They are designed to allow judgement of the candidate to be made across different categories of 
performance. 

 
The assessment for this component has been allocated a set number of marks against each 
assessment theme, based on weightings recommended by stakeholders of the qualification. This 
mark allocation remains the same for all versions of the assessments, ensuring consistency across 
assessment versions and over time. 
 
The live Occupational Specialism assessment materials must be used in conjunction with 
the ‘TQ Occupational Specialism assessment process guide’, this is available on the T 
Levels Resource Hub.    
 

https://email.cityandguilds.com/t/1LRT-85OHE-8N0WAH-51I02D-1/c.aspx
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Performance outcomes 
 

The weightings for each performance outcome will remain the same for every version of the 
practical assignment. This ensures the appropriate depth and breadth of knowledge and skills for 
each specialism can be reliably assessed in every version and meets the needs of industry while 
keeping comparability between each assessment over time. 

 

Performance 
outcome 

Typical Knowledge and skills Weighting 

Prepare for the 

application of 

surface coatings 

and wallcoverings 

Displays knowledge and practical skills to identify 

information requirements from a brief. This information is 

used to calculate length and areas, produce scaled 

drawings, and designs ready for the application of 

complex wallcovering and surface coatings. Develop 

material lists, risk assessments and method statement, 

demonstrating correct sequencing of tasks and prepares 

tools and equipment for use. Demonstrates the skill to 

extract brief requirements and communicate plans to 

stakeholders effectively. 

 

30% 

Apply 

specialist 

surface 

coatings in 

complex 

environments 

Demonstrates the knowledge and skills to inspect, set up, 

and use hand and power tools, access equipment and 

safety aids; measuring and working accurately to 

tolerances; working safely according to risk assessment 

and method statement. 

Prepare surfaces and materials, application of coatings 

by brush, roller, and spray, producing decorative effects, 

protection of work/surrounding area, storage and 

cleaning of tools and equipment. Materials and 

techniques are used appropriately, correct sequence of 

operations carried out with consideration for the quality 

of the finish. Safe working practices demonstrated. 

37% 

Apply specialist 

wallcoverings in 

complex 

environments 

Demonstrates the knowledge and skills to inspect, set up, 

and use hand and power tools, access equipment and 

safety aids; measuring and working accurately to 

tolerances; working safely according to risk assessment 

and method statement. 
Prepare surfaces and materials, application of a range of 
wallcoverings to a variety of surfaces, protection of 
work/surrounding area, storage and cleaning of tools 
and equipment. Materials and techniques are used 
appropriately, correct sequence of operations carried out 
with consideration for the quality of the finish. Safe 
working practices demonstrated. 
 

33% 
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2. Task guidance 
 

General task guidance 

 
Read ALL information carefully before the assessment. 
 
The following documents, available on the City & Guilds website, provide essential generic guidance 
for providers delivering T level Technical Qualifications (TQs) and must be referred to alongside this 
guidance:  

• T level Technical Qualifications – Teaching, Learning and Assessment Guide  
• TQ Occupational Specialism Assessment Process Guide  

 
Ensure you are familiar with the following documentation before you undertake the assessment of 
candidates:  

• Practical Observation (PO) template  
• Peer review (PR) form (where applicable)  
• Templates provided for tasks (where applicable) 
• Marking grids   

All work carried out should be to industry standards, undertaken in a safe manner and compliant 
with relevant regulations. If a candidate fails to carry out the activities in a safe manner, the 
assignment should be suspended until this aspect is corrected.  

 
This assignment is designed to require the candidate to make use of their knowledge, understanding 
and the practical skills they have built up over the course of their learning to tackle 
tasks/problems/challenges.  This approach to assessment emphasises to candidates the importance 
and applicability of the full range of their learning to practice in their industry area and supports them 
in learning to take responsibility for transferring their knowledge, understanding and skills to the 
practical situation, fostering independence, autonomy and confidence.   
 

During the learning programme, it is expected that tutors will have taken the opportunity to set 
shorter, formative tasks that allow candidates to be supported to independently use the learning they 
have so far covered, drawing this together in a similar way, so they are familiar with the format, 
conditions and expectations of the assessment.  
 

Candidates should be made aware during learning what the assessment themes are and how they 
are implemented in marking the assignment, so they will understand the level of performance that will 
achieve them high marks.  
 

Candidates should not be entered for the assessment until the end of the course of learning for the 
qualification, so they are in a position to complete the assessment successfully.  
  
Health and safety  
Candidates must not be entered for assessment without being clear of the importance of working 
safely and having attended sufficient practical training to be able to work safely. The assessor must 
immediately stop an assessment if a candidate works unsafely. At the discretion of the assessor, 
depending on the severity of the incident, the candidate may be given a warning. If they continue to 
work unsafely, risking the safety of themselves or others however, their assessment must be ended, 
and they must retake the assessment in a future series after significant further training has taken 
place. Any warnings issued to a candidate must be considered as part of the marking process and 
recorded on the candidate record form (CRF). Any actions that have led to that warning must be 
detailed on the CRF so they can be considered along with the other evidence when applying the 
descriptors in the mark scheme.  
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Compliance with timings  
Due to the nature of this assessment, the maximum time allowances provided must be adhered to. 
They refer directly to assessment time, not any additional setting up times the provider needs to 
create an appropriate assessment environment.  
 

It is the provider’s responsibility to plan sufficient assessment sessions as stated in each of the tasks, 
under the appropriate conditions, within the assessment window, to allow candidates reasonable time 
to complete the assessment tasks.   
 

Where candidates are required to plan their work, they should have their plans confirmed for 
appropriateness in relation to the time allocated for each task, to ensure their planning has not left 
them with too short a time to complete the tasks safely. Any planning that is not appropriate must be 
recorded on the candidate record form (CRF) as part of the marking process.  
 

Candidates should be allowed sufficient time to fully demonstrate the range of their skills, however 
this also needs to be reasonable and practicable. Candidates should be allowed to overrun their own 
planned timings in order for evidence of a range of their skills to be captured. If, however, the time 
required exceeds the maximum time allowance for the task, the provider must stop the assessment 
and base the marking on the evidence up to that point.  
 

Assessor candidate ratios  
Where the tutor/assessor is required to carry out observation of performance, detailed, descriptive 
notes must be recorded on the practical observation (PO) form provided. The provider has the 
flexibility to adapt the form to suit local requirements (e.g. to use electronic and hand-written formats) 
as long as this does not change or restrict the type of evidence collected.   
  
The number of candidates an assessor will be able to observe at one time will vary depending on 
local conditions relating to:   

• monitoring and maintaining safety during assessment  
o any specific hazards related to the task that pose a risk of harm in relation to the 

competence of the candidates  
o availability of supervisory staff to support the assessor  

• the practicalities of collecting evidence  
o the complexity of evidence collection for the task  
o whether there are any peak times where there is a lot of evidence to collect that will need 

additional support or any that are quieter which may be eased through staggered starts 
etc  

o local conditions e.g.   
▪ layout of the assessment environment and sufficient assessor line of sight to task 

activity throughout the assessment period  
▪ amount of additional support available (e.g. to capture image/video evidence)  
▪ availability of suitable workspaces/bays or of shared resources and equipment.  

  
Providers are advised to trial the planned arrangements during formative assessment, reviewing the 
quality of evidence captured and manageability. It is expected that for straight forward observations, 
with favourable local conditions and support, (and unless otherwise specified) no more than six 
candidates will be observed by a single assessor at one time, and the number will usually be fewer 
than this maximum. The key factors to consider are the logistics of collecting sufficient evidence and 
ability to remain working safely in the assessment environment.   
  
A timetable of assessments and layout of the workspaces must be available for the moderator on 
request. This should detail: 

• the candidates being assessed at each workstation,   
• the assessor(s) and   
• support staff present   

 
 

Time 

The time allocated for the completion of the tasks and production of evidence for this 
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assessment is 27 hours. Timings for completion of specific tasks are outlined below. 

• Task 1 – 5 hours 

• Task 2 – 22 hours 

 

General task requirements 

• The assignment brief and any associated documents should be released to candidates at the 
start of the first scheduled task assessment. Candidates should be provided with 30 minutes 
of non-assessed time at the start of this session to read and review the brief, before being 
provided the first task. It must be made clear to candidates when the 30 minutes of non-
assessed reading and review time starts and ends.    

• Each task must only be released to candidates at the start of the scheduled assessment 
session for that individual task. 

• Each task will provide details of what evidence must be submitted on the completion of the 
task. Additional evidence which must also be submitted will be detailed within the task.   

• Candidates should be advised that approximate word counts, or page lengths have been 
given within the task guidance in order to act as a guide to support the completion of the 
tasks. These are provided as a guide only, and there will be no penalisation of marking based 
on if the word count or page length is above or below the indicative guidance provided.   

• Candidates are not permitted to bring any existing notes or materials completed prior to the 
assessment into any of the assessment sessions.  

• Candidates must be reminded that their work submitted, including drawings, sketches and 
calculations are legible and appropriately labelled with name and task, evidence can either be 
word processed or handwritten. Any electronic evidence produced must have a clear file 
name and easily identifiable to the task and candidate.  

• Candidates are permitted to have copies of their final evidence from previous tasks in 
subsequent assessment sessions. The use of this evidence is solely to support candidates to 
refer to previous work. The purpose of only providing copies is to ensure that candidates are 
unable to rework any of their previous responses.  

• When working under supervised conditions for longer sessions, breaks can be facilitated 
outside of the controlled conditions, ensuring the room is locked and all candidates have 
vacated once the break begins. All materials must be kept securely during the break. 

• If the task completion runs over more than one session, candidates must be reminded that no 
assessment information can be shared or discussed with other candidates. 

• Candidates must be made aware that plagiarism is not allowed. 

• Candidates must be made aware of City & Guilds position on the use of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) Position Statement on AI | City & Guilds 

• Where evidence is created using software which has the potential for cloud-based retrieval or 
sharing this feature should be disabled where possible (e.g. in software settings or through 
restriction of internet connection). Where not possible, candidates must be reminded that the 
evidence submitted for the tasks can only be generated within the scheduled assessment 
times and also of the implications of sharing or plagiarising content from cloud-based content. 

• After the production of evidence, both the assessor and candidate must sign declarations of 
authenticity. 

• Where the candidate or assessor is unable to or does not confirm authenticity through signing 
a declaration form, the work will not be accepted and a mark of zero will be given. If any 
question of authenticity arises, the Provider may be contacted for justification of 
authentication 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/position-statement-on-ai
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Task specific guidance 
 

Each task should be administered separately and in order unless instructions state otherwise, and 
each task should be completed and submitted  by all candidates before moving onto the next. 

Where a candidate is required to update or refer to a document from a previous task, the document 
provided to them should be a copy of the original submitted evidence. This can be a hard copy or 
electronic. Candidates must not be permitted access to their original document from previous task; 
this is to prevent candidates reworking submitted evidence. Any annotations or amendments to the 
copy should be made in a different colour text or tracked electronically (e.g. tracked changes) for 
marking and moderation purposes and saved in a secure location with an appropriate file name.  

Providers are not permitted to supply candidates with templates e.g. risk assessment for any task 
unless specified.  

 

Task 1 – Plan and present for the application of surface coatings and wallcoverings 
 
Assessor guidance  
 
Candidates should be provided with the assignment brief and given time to plan for the re-

decoration of the living room. 

 

a) Plan the re-decoration of the living room  

• Candidates are required to detail the materials required, take measurements of the working 

area to calculate quantities of materials needed and provide reasoning why they are 

requesting these resources. 

• It is expected that candidates will produce a materials list, a method statement planning their 

works and a risk assessment. 

• A template for the method statement, materials list and risk assessment has been included 

within the resource pack, centres should provide candidates with a template at the beginning 

of this assignment 

• Centres are required to provide a list of available materials to the candidate to aid the plan 

and design of the living room. This must be provided at the beginning of the assessment 

based upon the minimum resource requirements detailed in the resource section of the 

assessor pack. 

 

b) Design a colour/decorative scheme “mood board” 

• As a minimum, it is expected that candidates will produce a colour decorative scheme 

“mood board” containing a scaled drawing, plan of the room with suggested materials, 

samples of colour and swatches of wallpapers and indication of where these will be 

applied giving an overall look of the finished room 

• Candidates will be provided with a specific working area and graph paper to ensure the 

dimensions meet the centre’s resources. Candidate must measure and make out their work 

area. The Candidate drawing should be applicable to the location they are being assessed 

in and all plans are to a suitable scale.  
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c) Present their colour/decorative scheme “mood board “to the client 

• The presentation should not exceed 15 minutes 

• The assessor will act as the customer during the presentation and record any feedback 

on the assessor feedback form 

• Candidates must complete this activity prior to carrying out the works. 

• If candidates provide plans that are not fit for purpose it is expected that the assessor will 

intervene and provide necessary feedback and corrections to the plans prior to the candidate 

carrying out the tasks, however this should be commented on in the marking documentation 

and reflected in marks awarded. 

 
 
 Evidence  

• Measurements of the site location/work area 

• Calculations of area and the quantity of materials required 

• A plan of work (method statement/sequence of work for the task) with justifications 

• A materials list 

• A risk assessment 

• A scale drawing of proposed working area/living room, with a plan and 4 elevations. 

• A colour design/decorative scheme ‘mood board’ of the living room, with detail of materials, 
samples of colour and swatches of wallpapers and indication of where these will be applied. 
Referencing to BS4800 colour chart for the colours chosen and to a recognised scheme. 

• Presentation of the colour design/decorative scheme “mood board” with rationale to the 
assessor, prior to the work commencing. 

 
 
Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observation 

o Measurements of the site location/work area and marking out against the scaled 
drawing  

o Presentation of the colour design/decorative “mood board” 

 
Resources 

• A4 notepaper 

• Drawing and or graph paper 

• Tool, materials, and equipment lists with prices for materials, colour cards and material 
samples. (This will be relative to the centres own resources based upon the minimum 
requirements as detailed in Task specific guidance: Resources) 

• Tape measure 

• Pencils, drawing pens 

• Scale ruler 

• Drawing board 

• Set squares 

• BS 4800 colour chart 

• Scissors 

• Glue 
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Task 2 – Apply specialist surface coatings and wallcoverings 
 

Assessor guidance  

Candidates are required to complete the work as described in the assignment brief specifications, 

following the planned sequence and colour design/decorative scheme “mood board” as detailed in 

their planning for Task 1. 

a) Fireplace 

(i) The fireplace wall, including returns and recessed walls are to be prepared with a 

foundation paper and hung with a patterned wallpaper that can be wiped clean  

 

Evidence 

 

• A completed fireplace wall that has been cross-lined with a minimum 1000 grade lining 

• Wipe clean drop patterned wallpaper to be hung 

 

Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 
o Application of lining paper 

o Application of drop patterned wallpaper  

 

 
To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 

following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  

 

Photographic evidence which shows: 

• various stages to show candidates progress against the task  
o protection of the surrounding work area 
o completed lining paper - minimum of two length 
o minimum three lengths of drop pattern paper cut and matched on pasting table 
o views of trimming to internal and external corner 
o finished wallpaper with detail on drop pattern 

Video evidence which shows: 
o application of lining paper to fireplace wall with tolerances 
o application of drop patterned wallpaper to fireplace wall 

 

(ii) The fireplace back panel is to be prepared and then decorated in a replica “Vert de Mer” 

marble finish and with suitable protection applied 

 

Evidence:  

• The fireplace back panel prepared with a ground coat and decorated in a “Vert de Mer” 

marble effect and protected with a protective coating. 

 
Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 
o Application of ground coat 

o Application “Vert de Mer” marble effect 

o Application of protective coating 
 
 

To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 
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following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  

 

Photographic evidence which shows: 

• various stages to show candidates progress against the task  
o protection of surrounding areas 
o finished fireplace with “Vert de Mer effects”  

Video evidence which shows: 
o preparation stages 
o application of ground coat, showing application and hand skills 
o application of paint and application methods used 
o application of protective coating prior to finish 

 

 

b) Walls 

  
Evidence: 

• Decorate the 2 adjoining walls (B and C) 

• One wall prepared and painted with a matt emulsion paint 

• One wall prepared and painted with an eggshell finish. 

 

 
Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 
o Application of paint to wall prepared with matt emulsion paint finish  

o Application of paint to wall with eggshell paint finish  

 
 
To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 

following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  

 

Photographic evidence which shows: 

• various stages to show candidates progress against the task  
o the protection of surrounding areas 
o finished walls (B and C) – close up to show finishes 

Video evidence which shows: 
o application of paint using brush/roller to adjacent walls (separate video of each wall) 

 
 
c) Woodwork 

 

Evidence: 
• The 4 panel, full size door is prepared, undercoated, and painted with a hardwearing finish. 

• The surrounding woodwork including fire surround is prepared, undercoated, and painted with 
a hardwearing finish 

 

Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 

o Preparation, undercoat, and application of the full door  

o Preparation, undercoat, and application of the surrounding woodwork including the 
fire surround 

 

 
To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 

following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  
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Photographic evidence which shows: 

• Assessor photographic/video evidence at various stages to show candidates progress against 
the task  

o protection of surrounding areas 
o finished door and woodwork 

 
Video evidence which shows: 

o the preparation stages of door and of the surrounding woodwork (separate video of 
door and woodwork) 

o undercoating stages of door and woodwork (separate video of door and woodwork) 
showing application and hand skills 

o application of paint (separate video of door and woodwork) 
 
 
d) Radiator  
  
What must be produced for marking:  

• The radiator is prepared and finished in a water-based paint finish by HVLP spray application 

 
Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 

o Preparation of radiator 

o HVLP spray application  

 
 

To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 

following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  

 

Photographic evidence which shows: 

• various stages to show candidates progress against the task  
o the protection of surrounding area 
o the finished radiator (close up) 
o wipe and clean of HVLP spray tool  

 
Video evidence which shows: 

o preparation stage 
o set-up of HVLP  
o application of paint to the radiator, first spray coat 

 
 
e) Ceiling  
 
What must be produced for marking:  

• A completed ceiling prepared and hung with a nonmatching blown vinyl embossed wallpaper 

• A ceiling finished with matt emulsion paint 

 
 

Additional evidence of candidate performance that must be captured for marking: 

• Assessor observations 

o Preparation of ceiling 

o Application of blown vinyl embossed wallpaper 

o Application of paint to ceiling  

 
To support the comments made within the Practical Observation the assessor must capture the 

following photographs and videos that must be submitted as supporting evidence for each candidate.  
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Photographic evidence which shows: 

• various stages to show candidates progress against the task  
o protection of surrounding areas 
o completed ceiling – close up and at distance 

 
Video evidence which shows: 

o application of blown vinyl embossed wallpaper to ceiling with tolerances 
o application of paint to ceiling, application and hand skills 

 
Resources 

• Allocated room: The room should be provided with a centre light holder, light switch and 
power sockets as can be seen on Figure 1, and these items may be simulated or real but 
should be a true representation to enable working around obstacles. 

• The fireplace wall should have a chimneybreast with returns. There should be a fitted dummy 
fireplace surround that allows for returns and a back panel. This should be realistic and not a 
flat painted panel. 

• A four-panelled door can be remote to the room and as it is to be painted with a solvent finish, 
adequate ventilation should be provided in the area chosen. Door size 1981 x 762. 

• A standard white single panel radiator, size 600 x 600. This can be remote to the room and as 
it is to be sprayed this should be carried out in an area than can provide adequate ventilation 
of fumes. 

• The surfaces of the room, door and radiator should be in fair condition and if there is a 
requirement for excessive preparation then this should not be included in the assessment 
times. 

• Access equipment 

• Protective equipment 

• Range of hand tools appropriate to the tasks that include area and surface preparation, 
application of paints by brush, roller and HVLP spray, hanging wallpapers to ceiling and walls, 
specialist marbling equipment 

• The materials as chosen by the candidate as part of the colour decorative design 
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3. Marking 

 
Guidance on marking 

Please refer to the TQ Occupational Specialism Assessment process guide  document for 
further information on gathering evidence suitable for marking and moderation, and on using the 
marking grid and forms. 

 

The Candidate Record Form (CRF) is used to record: 

• details of any guidance or the level of prompting the candidate has received during the 
assessment period 

• rough notes bringing together relevant evidence from across tasks during marking 

• summary justifications when holistically coming to an overall judgement of the mark for 
each performance objective and overall 

• if an assessment has to be stopped on the grounds of Health and Safety or if a candidate 
has been working in an unsafe manner. 

 

The Practical Observation form (PO) is used to record: 

• descriptive information and evidence of candidate performance during an observation. 
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4. Marking grid 
 
There is a marking grid for each assessment theme that must be assessed as part of this occupational specialism assessment. The individual 
statements within the band descriptors should be treated together to make one whole descriptor and not separately. 

 

Assessment Theme: Health and Safety  

 
Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 1 and Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 1  

Risk Assessment 

 

Task 2 

Assessor observation  

• Following safe procedures for application of specialist surface coatings  

• Following safe procedures for application of specialist wallcoverings 

 

Note: where there 
is insufficient 
evidence to award 
a mark, a zero 
mark may be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
theme 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content  Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• To produce a risk assessment and risk management plan for all the tasks. 

• Identify the main risks and hazards for each task and detail the mitigations that will be used to reduce the risks and 
hazards and identify low risk hazards that may occur during the task(s) and mitigate for these as they arise. 

• Follow the risk plan through the tasks. 

• Maintain a tidy work area throughout the tasks. 

• Correct PPE is identified and worn at all times and as designated in their risk assessment plans (If unsafe working occurs 
the assessment is to be stopped immediately). 
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• Whilst working through tasks, adheres to a risk assessment plan, adjusts correctly if required, follows safe working 
practices throughout and keeps work areas clean and tidy, all in accordance with current regulations and legislation. 

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9  9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk assessment is complete and 
covers the key risk/hazard 
factors.  
 

Risk assessment is complete 
and covers a good range of 
risk/hazard factors. 
 

Risk assessment is 

complete, detailed and 

clearly identifies all the 

associated risk/hazard 

factors.  

  

Risk mitigation methods are 
limited. Likelihood against 
probability has been attempted 
but lacks reasoning. 

Risk mitigation methods 
have been identified for 
some of the potential 
risks/hazards, but not all. 

Risk mitigation methods are 
detailed and have been 
clearly identified for all 
potential risks/hazards.  

Health and safety is followed 

during preparation and throughout 

tasks so that all work is completed 

safely but when working some 

low-risk hazards were missed. 

 

Consideration is given to 
potential for harm and 
probability factors. 
Health and safety is followed 
during preparation and 
throughout tasks and all work 
completed safely. 
 

Potential for harm and 
probability factors have 
been identified throughout. 
Health and safety is 
followed during preparation 
and throughout tasks and all 
work completed safely. 
Risks and hazards that 
occur during the tasks are 
correctly mitigated 
against as they arise. 
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Assessment theme: Design and planning  
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 1 and Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 1  

• Method Statement 

• Tools, equipment and materials list 

• Scaled drawing 

• Colour decorative scheme “mood board” 

 

Assessor observation  

• Measurements of site/location work area 

 

Task 2 

Assessor observation as detailed in the Assessment themes in Task 2  

 

Note: where 
there is 
insufficient 
evidence to 
award a mark, a 
zero mark may 
be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
for 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative 
content 

Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• To produce detailed planning documents that include a method statement and materials list.  

• The method statements should be detailed and comprise planning for all the tasks being carried out, with logically 

sequencing. It should also contain reasoning/justification appropriate to specification brief showing attention to 

timeliness and the quality of the finished work(s).  

• The material list should comprise a list of all required materials, tools and equipment needed to meet the specification brief, 
including details of the quantities of materials required, using accurate terminology.  

• Take measurements from an allocated space/work area and use the information gathered to complete a scaled drawing of 
the living room.  
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• Use the measurements of the living room and calculate the quantities of material required for the tasks.  

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding to plan and design a decorative scheme, complete with mood board, showing 
the selection of paints, wallpapers and colour design with suitable samples that will be used and to provide a true 
representation of the selected room scheme with clear justifications/reasoning for their choices. 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6 6 12 

Documents Planning documents are brief 
and show minor inaccuracies 
in technical knowledge. The 
tasks have been set out but 
with some inaccuracies in 
sequencing. Any 
justifications and reasoning 
are given in isolation and do 
not clearly link to the tasks. 
 

Planning documents are clear 
with good detail and 
demonstrate accurate 
technical knowledge. The 
tasks have been set out in a 
logical sequence. 
Justification and reasoning are 
provided linking to the tasks, 
with only minor gaps. 

Planning documents are 
thorough, detailed and 
demonstrate 
comprehensive technical 
knowledge and the tasks 
are set out in a logical 
order. Comprehensive 
justifications and reasoning 
are given and link directly 
to the tasks. 
 

 

Tools, equipment, and 
materials list shows some 
structure of displaying the 
key components required to 
perform the task with 
quantities attempted. Limited 
and in some cases 
inaccurate descriptions. 

Tools, equipment, and 
materials list is clear and 
logical and identifies most of 
the components required to 
perform the tasks. Quantities 
provided for most of the tasks. 
 

Tools, equipment, and 
materials list is detailed and 
includes all materials, tools 
and equipment and 
quantities required to 
perform the tasks with 
detailed descriptions. 
Comprehensive list of 
quantities provided for all 
tasks. 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6 6 

Drawings and 
decorative 
scheme 

Work area measurements 
have been taken but with 
some inaccuracies due to 
incorrect methods applied. 
 
 

 

Work area measurements have 
been taken with only minor 
inaccuracies using correct 
methods most of the time. 

 
 

 

Work area measurements 
have been taken accurately 
using the correct methods. 
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Scaled drawing is complete 
but with some inaccuracies 
and limited detail on 
hatchings and symbols. 
 

Scaled drawing is complete, 
with minor inaccuracies in 
measurements, hatchings and 
symbols have been used with 
minor inaccuracies. 

 

Scaled drawing is clear, 
accurate and detailed, with 
correct use of hatchings and 
symbols. 

 

Colour decorative scheme 
contains some examples and 
detail of finishes, but 
demonstrates some 
inaccuracies in technical 
knowledge with some designs 
not appropriate to the 
scheme, little attention given 
to overall aesthetics. 

Colour decorative scheme 
provides good examples and 
details of finishes demonstrating 
good technical knowledge with 
only minor gaps in 
representation of the scheme. 
Aesthetics has been 
considered. 

 

Colour decorative scheme 
provides extensive detail on 
finishes, demonstrates 
comprehensive technical 
knowledge and shows real 
attention to aesthetics, and is 
an accurate representation of 
the scheme. 
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Assessment Theme: Presentation  

 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 1 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 1  

Assessor observation  

• Presentation 

 

 

Note: where there 
is insufficient 
evidence to award 
a mark, a zero 
mark may be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content  Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• To deliver a presentation of the chosen decorative scheme, using correct terminology and clear reasoning/justification for 
choices and how it represents the brief requirements. 

• The presentation should be delivered using verbal and visual aids. 

 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6  6 

 Presentation required some 
prompting. Minimal use of 
positive body language and 
interaction was limited 
overall. 
 

Presentation was fluid with 
minor lapses. Good interaction 
and positive body language 
most of the time. 
 

Presentation was clear and 
fluid without lapses. 
Positive body language and 
interaction throughout. 
 

  

Lacked clarity on the 
reasoning behind the chosen 
scheme. 
 

Clear and sound reasoning on 
the chosen scheme. 
 

Provided clear and detailed 
reasoning on the chosen 
scheme. 
 

Some incorrect use of 
language and terminology. 
 

Use of terminology and language 
was mostly correct. 
 

Correct use of terminology 
and language throughout. 
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Presentation attempted to 
provide a representation of 
the scheme chosen but some 
inaccuracies and unclear 
rationale. 
 

Presentation provided an 
accurate representation of the 
chosen scheme selected. 
 

Presentation provided an 
accurate and detailed 
representation of the chosen 
scheme selected. 
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Assessment Theme: Preparation of surfaces and work area for applying specialist surface coatings 
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation  

• Protection and preparation of the surrounding work area 
 
Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack. 
 
 

Note: where there 
is insufficient 
evidence to 
award a mark, a 
zero mark may be 
given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

 

 

Band 2 descriptor  Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content  Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• Correctly protect and prepare work areas and surfaces for the application of specialist surface coatings.  

• Protect work areas and prepare surfaces with minimal/no errors. 

• Minor errors include:  
o Sheeted areas incomplete 
o Masking for protection incomplete  
o Surface blemishes including unfilled areas or not flush filling remain 
o Some areas un-sanded 

• Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters.  

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9  9 

 Correct preparation and 
protection of work areas 
attempted but with some 
areas left unprotected. 
       

Correct preparation and 
protection of work areas with 
only minor gaps in protective 
coverings. 
 

Consistent and thorough 
preparation and protection of 
work areas. 
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Preparation of surface  
carried out with some defects 
that affect final application. 
 

Preparation of surface carried 
out with minor defects that 
affect the final application. 

 

Preparation of surface carried 
out without any defect 
showing affecting the final 
application. 

 

Accepts some surfaces 
without rectifying them 
before application. 
 

 

Checks and rectifies surfaces 
for defect most of the time. 
 

 

Consistently checks for 
defects and rectifies any 
found. 
 

 

(No more than 2 minor 
errors) 

(1 minor error) (No errors) 
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Assessment theme: Application of specialist surface coatings  
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation  

• Application of specialist surface coatings  

• Application of specialist finishes 

 
Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack. 
 
 

Note: where there 
is insufficient 
evidence to 
award a mark, a 
zero mark may be 
given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

 

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
for 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• Apply specialist surface coatings as per specifications, including: 

o Set up tools and equipment readiness for the work. 

o Use the correct application techniques/methods for applying solvent and waterborne coatings, whether by brush, 
roller or HVLP spray.  

o Follow a logical sequence of work and work safely throughout the tasks.  

o Apply specialist finishes replicating the finish in accordance with the chosen scheme with the minimum of minor 
errors.  

• Minor errors include:  

o Misses 
o Runs 
o Bare spots 
o Streakiness  
o Uneven appearance 
o Patchiness 
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• Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters.  
 

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9 9 18 

Application Followed correct set up, 
selection and application 
procedures but with some 
lapses. Minimal reference 
made to the method 
statement. 

Followed correct set up 
selection and application 
procedures followed the 
method statement most of the 
time. 
 

Correctly followed setting up 
procedures according to the 
method statement 
throughout the task. 

 
 

 

Use of tools and equipment 
correct some of the time, but 
instances of incorrect use led 
to several errors in 
application.  

 

Use of tools and equipment 
correct most of the time, small 
lapses lead to minimal errors 
in application. 

 

Use of tools and equipment 
correct throughout the task. 

 

Paint application and overall 
finish does not fully meet 
standards. 
 

 

Paint application and overall 
finish mostly meets the 
standards. 
 

 

Paint application and overall 
finish fully meets the 
standards. 

 

(up to minor 4 errors) 
 

(3 minor errors or less) (2 minor errors or less) 

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9 9 

Scheme 
representation 

Task completed with some 
attempt made at representing 
the decorative scheme but due 
to some errors in the 
application the overall effect 
does not represent the 
scheme/specification 
requirements. 

Task completed with sound 
representation of the 
decorative scheme and the 
overall effect is mostly 
accurate and represents the 
scheme/specification 
requirements in most parts. 
  

 

Task completed and is a true 
representation of the 
decorative scheme. It is well 
executed in terms of balance 
and overall effect and clearly 
meets the scheme/ 
specification requirements. 
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Assessment theme: Inspect finish and rectify work for specialist surface coatings  
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation 

• Inspection  

• Rectification techniques 
 
Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack. 
 
 

Note: where there is 
insufficient 
evidence to award a 
mark, a zero mark 
may be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content  Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

Inspect and identify defects and use the correct techniques to rectify errors/defects, so they are minimised or removed  

Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters. 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6  6 

 Limited attention given to 
inspection of finished work 
and some errors missed. 

 
 

Sound attention to detail 
when inspecting the finished 
work. 

 
 

Comprehensive inspection on 
of the finished work.   

 
 

  

Some attempt at rectifying 
work carried out but several 
defects present. 
 

(3 minor defects remain) 

Defects found and most of 
the defects were rectified 
correctly. 

 
(2 or less defects remain) 

 

All defects found and rectified 
correctly. 
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Assessment Theme: Preparation of surfaces and work area for applying specialist wallcoverings 
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation  

• Protection and preparation of the surrounding work area 
 
Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack. 
 
 

Note: where there is 
insufficient evidence 
to award a mark, a 
zero mark may be 
given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

 

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content  Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• Correctly protect and prepare work areas and surfaces for the application of specialist wallcoverings.  

• Protect work area and prepare surfaces with minimal/no errors. 

• Minor errors include:  
o Sheeted areas incomplete 
o Masking for protection incomplete  
o Surface blemishes including unfilled areas or not flush filling remain 
o Some areas un-sanded 

• Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters. 
 

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9  9 

 Correct preparation and 
protection of work areas 
attempted but with some 
areas left unprotected. 
 

Correct preparation and 
protection of work areas 
with only minor gaps in 
protective coverings. 
 

Consistent and thorough 
preparation and protection of 
work areas 
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Checks surfaces for 
defects, and rectifies those 
identified correctly but 
some defects are missed.  

Checks surfaces for 
defects and rectifies most 
of them correctly. 

Thorough check for defects 
and any found are rectified 
correctly.  

Accepts some surfaces 
without rectifying which 
affects the application. 

 

Preparation of surface 
carried out with minor 
defects that has minimal 
effect on the application. 

 

Preparation of surface carried 
out without any defect. 

 

(More than 2 minor 
errors) 

(1 minor error) (No errors) 
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Assessment theme: Application of specialist wallcoverings 
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation  

• Application of lining paper 

• Application of wallpaper 

 
Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack. 
 
 

Note: where there 
is insufficient 
evidence to award 
a mark, a zero 
mark may be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

 

Total marks 
per sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks  

per 
assessment 
theme 

Indicative content Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

• Apply specialist wallcoverings as per specification, including: 

o Correctly set up tools and equipment in readiness for the work. 

o Use the correct application techniques/methods for applying for applying wallcoverings including the application of 
lining paper and patterned wallcoverings to complex surfaces 

o Follow a logical sequence of work and work safely throughout the tasks.  

o Apply specialist wallcoverings replicating specification with the minimum of minor errors. 

• Minor errors include: 

o Incorrect starting position, excess waste (over 100 mm on length) on initial cutting 

o Misses in pasting  

o Dry or lifting edges 

o Paste on table or left on surrounding surfaces after hanging 

o Gaps or overlaps in excess of +/- 1mm 

o Pattern mismatch, pattern centring and/or balance 

o Cutting around obstacles and top and bottom showing gaps or overlaps in excess of +/- 1mm.  
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o Waste trimming left on floor causing safety hazards 

• Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters. 

 

Marks per band 1-3 4-6 7-9 9 15 

Application Sequence of work correct for 
some of the time, but with 
some inconsistencies. 
 

Sequence of work planning 
mostly correct. 
 

Sequence of work planning 
fully correct. 
 

 

Starting positions for 
paperhanging attempted but 
with inaccuracies. 

Starting positions for 
paperhanging mostly 
correct. 

Starting positions for 
paperhanging fully correct. 

 

Measurement and cutting 
attempted but with 
inaccuracies. 

Measurement and cutting 
mostly accurate and within 
tolerance. 

Measurement and cutting 
accurate and within 
tolerance. 

Correct use of tools and 
paste application executed 
but with some inconsistent 
pasting and incorrect 
techniques which has led to 
some errors.  
 

Correct use of tools and 
pasting is applied correctly 
most of the time, with a few 
lapses including dry edges. 

 

Correct use of tools and 
pasting techniques are 
correct with adjoining areas 
and table clean of paste. 

 

Lining paper hung but some 
defects are apparent.  

 

Lining paper hung with minor 
defect and mostly meets 
requirements of the 
specification. 

Lining paper hung without 
defect and fully meets 
requirements of the 
specification.  

 

Wallpaper hung but with 
some defects and does not 
fully meet the requirements 
of the specification. 

Wallpaper hung with minor 
defect and mostly meets 
requirements of the 
specification. 

Wallpaper hung without 
defect and fully meets the 
requirements of the 
specification. 
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Patterned paper hung but 
not matched or centred 
accurately resulting in 
defects. Cutting skills 
limited around obstacles 
with some inaccuracies. 

 

Patterned paper hung with 
minor defects. Pattern match 
mostly accurate, centred, 
and balanced. Cutting skills 
around obstacles accurate 
most of the time. 

Patterned paper hung with 
no defects, accurately 
centred and pattern 
balanced. Pattern matched 
and accurate cutting around 
obstacles. 

 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6 6  

Scheme 
representation 

Task completed but with 
some errors which affects 
the overall aesthetics/quality 
of finish and does not fully 
represent the scheme/ 
specification requirements. 
 

Task completed with minor 
errors but is aesthetically 
pleasing and the overall 
quality of finish represents the 
scheme/specification 
requirements. 
 

Task completed and is 
aesthetically pleasing and 
displays a high level of skills 
in the overall quality of the 
finish. Fully represents the 
scheme/specification 
requirements. 
 

 

(less than 4 errors) (3 or less minor errors) (2 or less minor errors) 
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Assessment theme: Inspect, finish and rectify work for specialist wallcoverings  
 

Guidance for markers 

Evidence from Task 2 should be used to assess performance against this assessment theme. 

 

Task 2  

Assessor observation  

• Inspection  

• Rectification techniques 
 

Additional supporting evidence 
Photographic and/or video evidence are stated in the specific task guidance for each task within the assessor pack 
 

Note: where 
there is 
insufficient 
evidence to 
award a mark, a 
zero mark may 
be given 

Band 1 descriptor  

 

Band 2 descriptor  

 

Band 3 descriptor  

 

Total marks per 
sub 
assessment 
themes 

Total marks 
per 
assessment 
theme 

 Typical knowledge, understanding and skills: 

Inspect and identify defects and use the correct techniques to rectify errors/defects, so they are minimised or removed. 

Minor errors should be viewed holistically and should not exceed the set parameters. 

Marks per band 1-2 3-4 5-6  6 

 Limited attention given to 
inspection of finished work 
and some errors missed. 

 
 

Sound attention to detail 
when inspecting the 
finished work.  

 
 

Comprehensive inspection of 
the finished work  

 
 

  

Some attempt at rectifying 
work carried out but several 
defects present. 
 

(3 minor defects remain) 

Defects found and most of 
the defects were rectified 
correctly. 
 

(2 or less defects remain) 

All defects found and 
rectified correctly. 
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5. Links to Maths, English and Digital Skills 

 
 

The table below indicates where each of the General Maths, English and Digital Competencies 
have been integrated into the assignment tasks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Task Skills 

Task 1  

 EC1, EC2, EC3, EC5, EC6 

MC1, MC2, MC3, MC4, MC8, MC9 

DC1, DC2, DC5 

Task 2  

 A MC1. MC2, MC3, MC4, MC7, MC10, 

DC1, DC2  B 

 C 

 D 

 E 
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