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Tutor notes n°: Lesson 61 Skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing

For specific examples on how these skills are assessed, please refer to the Candidate Exam Guide.

Skill standards

Listening: Listen and understand the main points of clear, standard speech on familiar matters
regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc; understand the main point of radio or TV
programmes on current affairs or topics of personal/professional interest when the delivery is
relatively slow and clear.

Speaking: Connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences and events, dreams,
hopes and ambitions; briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans; narrate a story or
relate the plot of a book or film, describing their reactions.

Reading: Read and understand texts that consist mainly of high-frequency, everyday or job-related
language; understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters.

Writing: Write simple, connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest; write
personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Coverage:
* used to + infinitive

* habits
* past actions

* descriptions

Learning outcomes:

To enable learners to:

* use the correct affirmative, negative and question forms of used to + infinitive
* ask/answer questions using used to

* listen to other people talking about their habits

* understand vocabulary related to character and physical appearance

Learning outcomes

e give basic information about themselves

e ask questions to obtain specific personal information
* respond to questions from their classmates

* read a text to locate specific information

e write short texts about a favourite personality

* spell correctly.
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Supporting those who are struggling:

Some learners may require additional practice or guidance with:
e listening

e working through the tasks and activities

* discussions

* writing longer texts

* using a dictionary

* looking up information on the Internet.

Supporting those who need extending:

Differentiation

Learners could:

e practise talking about their friends and/or family members
e give more information than that needed in the activities
* record themselves at home when speaking English and share the recording with classmates

* write sentences about themselves and others using the positive and negative forms of used to.

Strong learners could help weaker ones.

Underpinning knowledge

Teaching grammar
Make sure you support those who are struggling.

If you’ve got a strong class, you can put learners in pairs and/or groups. If you’ve got a weak class,
you may need to present/remind them of the rules before they complete each activity.

Listening for specific information

Learners need to understand the importance of listening in everyday life. Listening comprehension is
very important in daily communication. Tell them to listen to as much English as they can every day
(eg songs, TV shows) and to watch videos and films in English.

Speaking to others

Speaking may be difficult for some learners. Apart from the language ability, personality is also an
important factor. Make sure you encourage shy students. Also, give weaker students 'thinking time’
before they start talking.

Reading to build vocabulary and to locate specific information

It is widely accepted that students improve their vocabulary in a more effective way when they
are involved in constructing meaning themselves. Memorising a list of words might only improve
their passive vocabulary.

Using techniques that require students’ involvement, such as matching or webbing, is a good
way to combine direct teaching and incidental learning in one exercise.
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Dictionary
Learners should start using their monolingual dictionaries to find words they don’t know.
Spelling

Encourage learners to keep a vocabulary book in which they write all the words they use
frequently and find difficult to spell, so they can try to learn to spell them correctly.

Key vocabulary — Grammar

We use used to to talk about an action or a habit that was common in the past but is not anymore.

| used to + infinitive
| didn’t use to + infinitive
Did I use to + infinitive?

Key vocabulary — Listening

bad-tempered
calm(-er)
characterise
characteristic
grow older
habits

used to

Key vocabulary — Speaking

favourite
physical appearance
similar

Key vocabulary — Reading

fashion

sleeves

favourite

cup of tea (idiom)
instead

kind (n)

miss (v)
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Key vocabulary — Writing

admire
famous

politician
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