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Introduction

This document has been prepared by the Chief Examiner and Principal Moderator; it is designed
to be used as a feedback tool for centres in order to enhance teaching and preparation for
assessment. It is advised that this document is referred to when planning delivery and when
preparing candidates for City & Guilds Technical assessments.

This report provides general commentary on candidate performance in both the synoptic
assignment and theory exam. It highlights common themes in relation to the technical aspects
explored within the assessment, giving areas of strengths and weakness demonstrated by the
cohort of candidates who sat assessments in the 2025 academic year. It will explain aspects
which caused difficulty and potentially why the difficulties arose.

The document provides commentary on the following assessments:
o 0171-521 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture — Theory exam
o March 2025 (Spring)

o June 2025 (Summer)
e 0171-022 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture — Synoptic Assignment

Page | 3



Qualification Grade Distribution

0171-20 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture

The approximate grade distribution for this qualification is shown below:

0171-20 2025
Grade Distribution

55%

30%

13%
Pass Merit Dist Dist™®

Percentage of Candidates achieving
Grade

Grades

The data is based on the distribution as of 19 August 2025.

Please note City & Guilds will only report qualification grades for candidates who have achieved
all of the required assessment components, including Employer Involvement, optional units and
any other centre assessed components as indicated within the Qualification Handbook. The
grade distribution shown above could include performance from previous years.
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Theory Exams - Year 1
0171-521 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture

Grade Boundaries

Assessment: 0171-521
Series: March 2025 (Spring)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 50
Pass mark 20
Merit mark 29
Distinction mark 39

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-521 March 2025
Grade Distribution

99.3%

67.0%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

19.2%
- -
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate

Grades
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Assessment: 0171-521
Series: June 2025 (Summer)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 50
Pass mark 19
Merit mark 27
Distinction mark 36

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-521 June 2025
Grade Distribution

97.0%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

47.5%
39.6%
9.9%
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate

Grades
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Chief Examiner Commentary
0171-521 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture - Theory exam
Series 1 — March 2025

The March 2025 paper contains a wide range of topics from across the full qualification. Overall,
achievement across the paper continues to improve, with business-related questions being
better answered than previous series’. AO1 questions were particularly well answered in most
cases, which is a consistent area of strength across cohorts.

Questions in Unit 203 (Crop husbandry) were well answered, the slightly weaker area being
around what particular nutrients do for a plant. Questions that contained an image to refer to
were well answered by the cohort. Unit 204 (Farm animal production) continues to be well
answered, particularly on general health, and Unit 207 (Working in the Agricultural Industry)
shows improvement, especially around record-keeping and technology-related questions.
Questions relating to organisations were much better answered than on previous series’. For
Unit 206 (Physiology of plants and animals) questions regarding cell structures were responded
to well. A large number of candidates could identify a dicot, and a large majority knew that
moisture affects plant growth.

A weaker area in Unit 203 was around what particular nutrients do for a plant, whilst identifying
diseases appeared to be one of the weaker areas for Unit 204. Candidates found topics within

Unit 206 to be the most difficult, showing the overall weakest performance here. Questions on

diffusion and genetics were found challenging.

The AO4 questions received a mixed response. It is important that candidates fully read and
understand the scenario to ensure they can link further questions to the correct situation. Failing
to read the scenario in full can have a detrimental effect on applying knowledge and understand
within responses. Within the business section, some of the more administrative type questions
were well-answered.

Livestock questions continue to be well-answered and this is encouraged. Science-based
responses are more variable, and it is therefore advised that centres and candidate pay
particular attention in this area. Candidates are reminded to fully read the scenarios before
attempting to answer the AO4 questions.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ which can be accessed
here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandquilds.com)
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https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents
https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents

Series 2 — June 2025

Overall, achievement across the assessment this summer was good. Questions that were
business-related were well answered again, especially those in relation to technology. AO1
questions were well answered in most cases. Questions across all units that contained an image
were, again, well answered by the cohort.

Crop husbandry (Unit 203) continued to receive a mixed response. Questions around the
reasoning for crops received a positive response. Unit 204 (Farm animal production) continues to
be well answered, particularly around the signs of general health and breeds of cattle and sheep.
Questions regarding animals were well answered in Unit 206 (Physiology of plants and animals).
Unit 207 (Working in the Agricultural Industry) was good, especially around record-keeping and
technology-related questions.

A weaker area was demonstrated around crop nutrients and slurry from Unit 203. Although
candidates generally performed well on Unit 204, they showed some confusion around foot rot in
sheep and goat breeds. The topics of genetics and minerals were the weakness areas of Unit
206. With regards to Unit 207, there is still a lot of confusion as to levels of responsibility within
the industry.

The AO4 questions received a poor response this series. It is vital that candidates fully read and
understand the scenario to ensure they can link their answers to the situation. Failing to read the
scenario in full has a detrimental effect on applying knowledge and understanding within
responses. Many answers given would be correct in another situation not within the scenario.

Centres are advised to encourage candidates to fully read and understand the question before
choosing the most appropriate answer especially in the scenario type questions. Candidates will
require knowledge across all areas covered within the specification of the units.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ available here:
Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandguilds.com)
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https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents
https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents

Synoptic Assignments — Year 1

0171-022 Level 2 Technical Certificate in Agriculture

Grade Boundaries

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Assessment: 0171-022

Series: 2025
Total marks available 60
Pass mark 25
Merit mark 34
Distinction mark 43

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

ASSIGNMENT 0171-022 2025
Grade Distribution
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Principal Moderator Commentary

Candidates and centres are to be commended on the candidates’ overall performance. On the
whole the standard of feedback from centres continues to improve. Candidate performance
covered the full range of abilities both practical and written. It must be remembered that evidence
for all assessment objectives, including the knowledge-based ones, can be easily gathered from
all tasks and must be given full credit.

The basic format of the synoptic has remained the same this year as in previous years.
Task 1 is the tractor-based task showing performance across the whole range of abilities.
Centres are reminded that if there are potential health and safety issues the task must be
stopped. In many cases the written elements for this task lacked detail. Risk assessments in
were often limited and pre-use checks lacked detail on the findings of each check. In some
cases, the number of checks were limited.

Task 2 was the soil health check. Again, the majority of candidates performed well with this task
following the procedures taught. Some lacked precision and care when carrying this out.

Task 3 included the livestock practical which was completed to a good level. The health check
element was not always accurately detailed on the Practical Observation forms. This is a good
task to draw on and identify the candidate’s knowledge of livestock care. Some centres could
have made more use of these activities to gather evidence for other Assessment Objectives. It is
good to see centres requiring candidates to complete medicine records where required.

Task 4 was the estate maintenance task, and some good evidence was identified.

Task 5 included the main written task which was very variable across the cohort. Not all
candidates covered the full requirement. In some cases, pre-planting preparation was limited
where storage was required. This lacked detail and, overall, the section on pests and diseases
was variable. A lot of the crops were fed in the field. It must be remembered this is an agricultural
qualification. In a few cases it was obvious from the descriptors that candidates were talking
about garden-based vegetables.

Overall, the candidate performance levels were comparable with previous years.

Centres are asked:

* to include areas for improvement on the Candidate Record Form (CRF) unless the mark
awarded is in the excellent band

* to ensure the CRF marks match the marks entered on the Moderation Portal

* to ensure handwriting is legible on forms

+ to annotate on candidate’s work, incorrect statements and the quality of the work, e.g.

areas which are good or lacking detail

* to upload all the forms and evidence as one document

* to include more detail of the tasks being carried out onto the Practical Observation (PO) form.
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