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Introduction

This document has been prepared by the Chief Examiner and Principal Moderator; it is designed
to be used as a feedback tool for centres in order to enhance teaching and preparation for
assessment. It is advised that this document is referred to when planning delivery and when
preparing candidates for City & Guilds Technical assessments.

This report provides general commentary on candidate performance in both the synoptic
assignment and theory exam. It highlights common themes in relation to the technical aspects
explored within the assessment, giving areas of strengths and weakness demonstrated by the
cohort of candidates who sat assessments in the 2025 academic year. It will explain aspects
which caused difficulty and potentially why the difficulties arose.

The document provides commentary on the following assessments:

Year 1
e Pathway 1
o 0171-502 Level 3 in Agriculture — Theory exam
=  March 2025 (Spring)
= June 2025 (Summer)
o 0171-001 Level 3 in Agriculture — Synoptic Assignment
Year 2
e Pathway 1
o 0171-510 Level 3 in Agriculture (Livestock) — Theory exam
= March 2025 (Spring)
= June 2025 (Summer)
o 0171-009 Level 3 in Agriculture (Livestock) — Synoptic Assignment
o Pathway 2
o 0171-512 Level 3 in Agriculture (Arable) — Theory exam
= March 2025 (Spring)
= June 2025 (Summer)
o 0171-011 Level 3 in Agriculture (Arable) - Synoptic Assignment
o Pathway 3

o 0171-514 Level 3 in Agriculture (Farm Mechanisation) — Theory exam
= March 2025 (Spring)
= June 2025 (Summer)
o 0171-013 Level 3 in Agriculture (Farm Mechanisation) - Synoptic Assignment
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Qualification Grade Distribution
0171-31 Advanced Technical Diploma in Agriculture (540)

The approximate grade distribution for this qualification is shown below:

0171-31 2025
Grade Distribution

46%
40%

12%

- -
I

Pass Merit Dist Dist™*
Grades

Percentage of Candidates achieving
Grade

Please note City & Guilds will only report qualification grades for candidates who have achieved
all of the required assessment components, including Employer Involvement, optional units and
any other centre assessed components as indicated within the Qualification Handbook. The
grade distribution shown above could include performance from previous years.
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0171-33 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in Agriculture (1080)

The grade distribution for this qualification is shown below:

Percentage of Candidates

Percentage of Candidates

achieving Grade

achieving Grade

0171-33 (Livestock) 2025
Grade Distribution

23%
21% 20%
13%
7% 8%
5%
- 3%
" Bl

Pass Pass Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist*

Pass Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist* Dist*

Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist* Dist* Dist*
Grades

0171-33 (Arable) 2025
Grade Distribution

32%
21%
16%
7% 7%
5%
| e

Pass Pass Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist*

Pass Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist* Dist*

Pass Merit Merit Merit Dist Dist Dist Dist* Dist* Dist*
Grades

0171-33 Farm Mechanisation - Data has been omitted by City & Guilds due to a low number of
candidate submissions.

Please note City & Guilds will only report qualification grades for candidates who have achieved
all of the required assessment components, including Employer Involvement, optional units and
any other centre assessed components as indicated within the Qualification Handbook. The
grade distribution shown above could include performance from previous years.
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Theory Exams - Year 1
0171-31/33 - Level 3 Technicals in Agriculture

Grade Boundaries

Assessment: 0171-502
Series: March 2025 (Spring)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 42

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-502 March 2025
Grade Distribution

87.5%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

39.3%
35.0%
13.2%
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate

Grades
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Assessment: 0171-502
Series: June 2025 (Summer)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 42

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-502 June 2025
Grade Distribution

83.0%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

40.6%
28.3%
14.2%
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate

Grades
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Chief Examiner Commentary
0171-502 Level 3 in Agriculture - Theory exam
Series 1 — March 2025

The March 2025 cohort was smaller than previous series’, however, performance was similar,
with most candidates demonstrating good recall on the AO1 questions. The higher-achieving
candidates performed well on the AO2 questions and were able to gain a Band 2 for AO4. These
candidates were able to use specific industry terminology to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding. The lower achievers were unable to fully answer the AO2 questions, dropping
marks by either not attempting the question or only answering one or two parts with little detail.

Overall, candidates performed well on the majority of the questions. Candidates performed well
in a question around calving (307), where there were some very detailed answers with some
good technical language used. There was also improvement around major crop nutrients (304),
and a topical question on good drainage was generally well answered (305).

Candidates demonstrated weakness in understanding the action of nitrogen on growing crops
(304) and providing an accurate description of translocation (305). In some instances, candidates
lost marks where they did not engage with the command verbs, for example, stating rather than
explaining or describing. AO2 responses were varied, the low achieving candidates tended to
give brief answers that lacked depth and detail. High-achieving candidates were able to give a
more in-depth answer.

The Extended Response Question required candidates to discuss how lambing percentage can
be improved and the factors which will influence this. There was a wide range of answers with
several candidate towards the top of Band 2, giving a well-structured answer. For those in Band
1, the maijority lacked detail and structure with limited use of technical language. Many lost marks
because they concentrated on one part of the cycle only, e.g., preparing the flock up to tupping.
A lack of planning resulted in many of the responses failing to fully answer the question. There
was in many cases a limited understanding of the key topics with mainly descriptive comments.
The Band 2 achievers demonstrated a good understanding with evidence presented in a more
logical, structured format, however, some still lacked detail which would have resulted with a
higher mark.

Candidates should be reminded to take care and read the questions carefully particularly the
command words where a named example or a specific number of points may need to be
covered. Candidates would also benefit from practicing to answer the Extended Response
Question to ensure accurate planning and sufficient detail is demonstrated in their answer.
Candidates are encouraged to pay particular attention to science-based questions which have
been a weaker area this series.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ available here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandguilds.com)
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https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents
https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents

Series 2 — June 2025

Candidate performance was comparable to previous series’, with most demonstrating good recall
on the AO1 questions. The higher-achieving candidates performed well on the AO2 questions
and were able to use specific industry terminology to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding. Much like the spring series, the lower achieving candidates did not fully read the
question and therefore dropped marks. AO2 questions were varied and the lower-achieving
candidates tended to give brief answers lacking in depth and detail. Higher achieving candidates
were able to give a more in-depth answers which were often backed up with relevant examples.

Candidates showed a strength around dairy breeds (307), where many achieved full marks.
Candidates gave detailed answers, along with good technical language when answering
questions around weed control (304) and preparation for lambing (307). Candidates also
demonstrated good knowledge of efficient operation of land-based machines (303).

A particular area of weakness were science-based questions, as per previous series. Many
demonstrated a lack of understanding on the topic of diffusion and were unable to accurately
describe the process (305). Candidates also struggled to give differences between sexual and
asexual reproduction (305).

The Extended Response Question required candidates to discuss problems in soils and
improvements that can be made. Most candidates achieving Band 1 lacked detail and structure
in their answers, with little use of technical language. Many lost marks because they gave very
brief responses and only identified a few methods of improvements. A lack of planning resulted
in many of the responses failing to fully answer the question. There was in many cases a limited
understanding of the key topics with mainly descriptive comments. The Band 2 achievers
demonstrated a good understanding with evidence presented in a more logical, structured format
but still lacked detail which would have resulted with a mark in a higher band. There was
opportunity in the AO4 question for candidates to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of a practical problem and for higher achieving candidates to demonstrate
evidence of reasoning and justification.

Candidates need to practice answering the Extended Response Question to ensure accurate
planning and sufficient detail is demonstrated in their answer. Candidates need to be reminded
to take care and read the questions carefully, particularly the command words where a named
example or a specific number of points may need to be covered.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ which can be accessed
here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandguilds.com)
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https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents
https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents

Theory Exams — Year 2

0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Livestock)

Grade Boundaries

Assessment: 0171-510
Series: March 2025 (Spring)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 28
Merit mark 36
Distinction mark 44

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-510 March 2025
Grade Distribution

91.9%

44.1%

26.5%

21.3%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate

Grades
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Assessment: 0171-510
Series: June 2025 (Summer)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 25
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 41

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-510 June 2025
Grade Distribution
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Chief Examiner Commentary

0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Arable)

Series 1 — March 2025

The March 2025 cohort was smaller than the previous year but had a comparable performance.
Candidates continued to demonstrate good recall, particularly on the All-Terrain Vehicles and
Rough Terrain Telescopic Forklifts (Unit 335) this series. There was some good use of technical
language which demonstrated a high level of knowledge and understanding. The higher-
performing candidates did well on the AO2 questions and were able to gain Bands 2 and 3 for
the Extended Response Question. The lower-performing candidates were unable to fully answer
the AO2 questions e.g., not describing the correct number of responses asked for in the
question, which has been seen in previous series.

Candidates showed improvements on Unit 334 (Farm animal science), where the majority
demonstrated a good recall of knowledge in areas such as infertility and signs of oestrus. They
also performed well on a question around slurry storage, which was a topical subject which has
financial implications (316). Candidates also showed a good depth of knowledge on medicine
usage (313). Questions which covered more practical aspects were generally well-answered.

Candidates were able to describe the use of artificial intelligence over natural service but were
unable to describe the benefits of sexed semen (334). A question on animal transport was less
well-answered and some candidates appeared to be unaware of the legalisation (313).
Understanding questions were varied. The lower-achieving candidates tended to give brief
answers, lacking in depth and detail. Higher-achieving candidates were able to give a more in-
depth answer which often included relevant examples.

The Extended Response Question required candidates to discuss the use of genetics, nutrition
and technology to improve performance and productivity. For those in Band 1, the majority
lacked detail and structure with limited use of technical language. A lack of planning resulted in
failing to fully answer the question. Many lost marks because they concentrated on one or two
parts of the question. There was, in many cases, a limited understanding of the key topics with
mainly descriptive comments with very little reasoning or justification.

The Band 2 achievers demonstrated a good understanding with evidence presented in a more
logical, structured format with some good technical report language. The higher-achieving
candidates were able to demonstrate evidence of reasoning and justification, with well
structured, details and logical answers that included many examples.

Candidates need to be reminded to take care and read the questions carefully particularly the
command words where a named example or a specific number of points may need to be
covered. Candidates would also benefit from practicing to answer the extended response
question to ensure accurate planning and sufficient detail is demonstrated in their answer.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ which can be accessed
here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandquilds.com)
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https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents
https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/land-based-services/agriculture/0171-technicals-in-agriculture-and-landbased-engineering#tab=documents

Series 2 — June 2025

In the June series, most candidates were able to demonstrate a reasonable recall of knowledge.
Lower-achieving candidates failed to fully read the question which resulted in marks being lost.
Some candidates did not engage with the command verbs, for example simply stating rather
than give an explanation or description. AO2 questions were varied. The lower-achieving
candidates tended to give brief answers lacking in depth and detail. High achieving candidates
were able to give a more in-depth answer backed up with relevant examples. This year’s
candidates were weaker than previous years when discussing health plans.

Candidates showed excellent knowledge on transmission of disease (313) and many achieved
full marks on this question. Candidates showed improvement in essential nutrients (334) where
they have previously struggled on science-related questions. Candidates demonstrated good
recall particularly on a question related to ATVs where many will have undertaken the external
Certificate of Competence.

Some candidates missed the opportunity to gain marks where they were unable to
demonstrate understanding of nutritional deficiency disorders (313). A lot of candidates also
struggled with their responses to the question covering RTFL counterbalance (335) and were
unable to demonstrate knowledge of hydrostatic transmission (335) and the four-stroke diesel
engine (335). Health plans were a weaker area than seen across previous years.

The Extended Response Question required candidates to discuss how the farmer can reduce the
amount of medication in the sheep flock. There was a wide range of answers with several
candidate towards the top of Band 2. For those in Band 1, the majority lacked structure with
limited use of technical language. Some of the answers were very brief. Many lost marks
because they concentrated on one part or two parts of the topic. Those who chose dairy cows
tended to demonstrate a higher level of knowledge and understanding.

A lack of planning resulted in many of the responses failing to fully answer the question. There
was in many cases a limited understanding of the key topics with mainly descriptive comments
with very little reasoning or justification. Candidates that achieved Band 2 demonstrated a good
understanding and presented evidence in a more logical, structured format with some good use
of technical language. Higher marks in Band 3 were achieved by giving a well-structured,
detailed and logical report with many examples.

Candidates need to practice answering the AO4 type question to ensure accurate planning and
adequate detail is demonstrated in their answer. Candidates should also be reminded to take
care and read the questions carefully particularly the command words where a named example
or a specific number of points may need to be covered.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ which can be accessed
here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandguilds.com)
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0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Arable)

Grade Boundaries

Assessment: 0171-512
Series: March 2025 (Spring)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel;

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 42

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

0171-512 March 2025
Grade Distribution

98.3%

73.7%

Percentage of Candidates achieving Grade

21.1%
3.5% -
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate
Grades
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Assessment: 0171-512
Series: June 2025 (Summer)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel;

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 42

Data and commentary for this assessment have been omitted by City & Guilds due to a very low
number of candidate submissions.
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Chief Examiner Commentary

0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in Agriculture (1080) (Arable)

Series 1 — March 2025

The March 2025 cohort was smaller than in previous March exam series, however, the
performance was better than previously seen, with a high percentage of candidates obtaining the
distinction grade. Successful candidates had a good level of practical knowledge and
understanding, allowing them to expand their answers on the AO2 questions thereby increasing
the marks obtained. The same was also evident in the AO4 Extended Response Question,
where candidates showed good practical understanding and the use of industry specific
terminology in their responses.

Candidates demonstrated a good recall of knowledge, gaining marks in topics such as

preparing for and operating ATV in work (335), safely disposing of organic wastes (316) and
attaching and setting up a fertiliser spreader (326). AO2 questions responses were generally
very well answered across the cohort, with many candidates relating to practical and workplace
activities particularly with suggestions on how to manage waste safely and understanding how
and why fertiliser applications might be inconsistent. The candidates who achieved higher marks
were able to demonstrate breadth and depth of knowledge, backed up by relevant examples and
included explanation and justification where needed.

There was some weakness in a recall question relating to identifying groups of species for a
habitat survey (317). Some candidates demonstrated weakness in understanding the question
that related to how a diverse habitat can affect the ecology of farmed habitats (317). The
candidates who achieved higher marks were able to demonstrate breadth and depth of
knowledge, backed up by relevant examples and included explanation and justification where
needed. There was evidence of some candidates not fully reading questions, which meant they
missed out on marks by not responding in the way needed or providing the level of detalil
required to access the full range of marks available. Lower-achieving candidates did not always
engage with the command verbs, for example, simply stating rather than explaining, and this
meant that candidates did not always provide enough detail when asked for explanations or
descriptions.

The Extended Response Question gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate their grasp
of the qualification and knowledge of agriculture and arable farming in general. Candidates were
asked to discuss the methods of minimising the environmental impact when using pesticides.
Generally, candidates showed good knowledge and discussion of the topic. Most answers were
well structured with accurate and consistent use of technical terms. High-achieving candidates
produced coherent and well-structured answers with excellent knowledge and discussion of
environmental impacts of pesticide usage with relevant and current technical language. From
their discussions, many learners appear to have studied a safe use of pesticides programme of
study.

Candidates are strongly advised to be familiar with the command verbs they may encounter
during examinations and to be prepared for the different types of structures of questions, as well
as the need to read each question carefully and to respond clearly to the question given in the
depth required.

Centres are reminded of the City & Guilds Technicals ‘Exam Guides’ which can be accessed
here:

Technicals in Agriculture and Land-based Engineering qualifications and training courses | City &
Guilds (cityandguilds.com)
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0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Farm mechanisation)

Grade Boundaries

Assessment: 0171-514
Series: March 2025 (Spring)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 43

Data and commentary for this assessment have been omitted by City & Guilds due to a very low
number of candidate submissions.
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Assessment: 0171-514
Series: June 2025 (Summer)

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 43

Data and commentary for this assessment have been omitted by City & Guilds due to a very low
number of candidate submissions.
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Synoptic Assignments — Year 1

0171-31/33 —Level 3 Technicals in Agriculture

Grade Boundaries

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Assessment: 0171-001

Series: 2025
Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 33
Distinction mark 43

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

ASSIGNMENT 0171-001 2025
Grade Distribution

95%

39% 40%
- 17%
o
7 ]
Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate
Grades

rcentage of Candidates achieving
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Principal Moderator Commentary

In the Synoptic the standards of candidate work have been on a par with previous years.
Overall, the synoptic assignments were well written by the candidates with a range in quality of
work as you would expect for Level 3 students. Practical tasks were of a good standard overall,
as would be expected from candidates undertaking this qualification.

The synoptic assignment contained a good spread of practical tasks and background knowledge,
at the appropriate level, spread across machinery, estate skills, crops, livestock, environmental
aspects, health and safety and management.

Task 1 was the machinery practical task. Candidates generally performed well in the practical
part, but the quality of the risk assessments was variable with some candidates not being clear
what a hazard is.

Task 2 was the livestock practical task where candidates generally performed well. Please can
centres be sure to include the type of livestock being handled on the PO form.

Task 3 was the estate maintenance task. Generally, candidates carried out the tasks well, but
the quality of the written report and costings was variable. Not all candidates included in their
report a list of the tools required, a full list of items needed to complete the job, a plan diagram,
information of how they would do the job, and costings.

Task 4 was around costs for cultivations and planting for a crop. The better candidates related
this to the information given on the fields history and how that could affect this crop and also
discussed the advantages and disadvantages of various crop husbandry, cultivation and
management techniques relating to costs. Some candidates were unclear about what constituted
a variable cost.

Task 5 was based on the suitability of breeds, management and operation of a commercial
sheep flock, and small terminal sire breeding flock, and records needing to be kept. It was
generally answered well with varying amounts of detail and the records. The higher achieving
candidates described the qualities of a range of suitable common sheep breeds for both flocks.

Centres are asked:

+ toinclude areas for improvement on the Candidate Record Form (CRF), unless the mark
awarded is in the excellent band

» to carefully check the addition of the total marks on the CRF

+ to ensure the CRF marks match the marks entered on the Moderation Portal

» to annotate incorrect statements and the quality of the work on candidates’ work, e.g.
areas which are good or lacking detail.

» to carefully check what has been typed when using dictation software

» to upload all the forms and evidence as one document where possible.
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Synoptic Assignments — Year 2

0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Livestock)
Grade Boundaries

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Assessment: 0171-009

Series: 2025
Total marks available 60
Pass mark 24
Merit mark 34
Distinction mark 44

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

ASSIGNMENT 0171-009 2025
Grade Distribution

98%

48%

25% 25%

Pass Merit Dist Pass Rate
Grades

Percentage of Candidates achieving
Grade
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Principal Moderator Commentary

Overall, the synoptic assignments were well written by the candidates. Practical tasks were of a
good standard, as per previous years from candidates undertaking this qualification.

The synoptic assignment contained a good spread of practical tasks and background knowledge,
at the appropriate level, spread across livestock, health, feeding and handling and husbandry,
finances, management, health and safety, and machinery maintenance checks and operation.

Task 1 was a health plan. It was generally well written with the high-achieving candidates
covering a range of stock tasks and health conditions, related to their chosen time of calving.
There were varying amounts of detail on feeding which should have included grazing
management and indoor finishing.

Task 2 involved the financial aspects of increasing the size of a livestock enterprise and
decreasing another. In the cash flow some candidates did not differentiate the monthly figures for
items that would be different in different months of the year. In their report, the higher-achieving
candidates justified their choice of livestock to increase covering current livestock health issues,
current and predicted future price and profitability trends, and linking this to their cashflow.

Task 3 covered the livestock handling and was generally well done. Some of the PO forms would
benefit from a fuller description of the candidate’s performance, using terms from the marking
grid.

Task 4 was the machinery task based on ATVs. The practical part was generally performed well.
Quality of the risk assessments was variable with some not specifically mentioning helmets or
the risk of the machine tipping over. The higher-achieving candidates included a full list of pre-
start checks with a commentary on the current state/condition of each item listed.

Centres are asked:

+ toinclude areas for improvement on the Candidate Record Form (CRF), unless the mark
awarded is in the excellent band

» to carefully check the addition of the total marks on the CRF

+ to ensure the CRF marks match the marks entered on the Moderation Portal

+ to annotate incorrect statements and the quality of the work on candidates’ work, e.g.
areas which are good or lacking detail.

» to carefully check what has been typed when using dictation software

» to upload all the forms and evidence as one document where possible.
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0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Arable)
Grade Boundaries

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Assessment: 0171-011

Series: 2025
Total marks available 60
Pass mark 25
Merit mark 35
Distinction mark 45

The graph below shows the approximate distributions of grades and pass rate for this
assessment:

ASSIGNMENT 0171-011 2025
Grade Distribution
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Principal Moderator Commentary

In the synoptic, the standards of candidate work have been on a par with previous years.
Overall, the synoptic assignments were well written by the candidates with a range of quality of
work as you would expect for level three students.

Task 1 involved a workshop safety inspection. The majority of candidates did well when
identifying the hazards. Higher-performing candidates were able to suggest suitable and effective
remedies and make links to relevant legislation.

Task 2 covered practical fertiliser spreading, and a written report on new technology in fertiliser
spreading. Most candidates did well on the practical elements and the new technology suitably
differentiated the candidate's knowledge and understanding. The high-performing candidates
identified the benefits of new technology including saving money, using less fertiliser,
environmental benefits and better crops.

Task 3 involved producing a risk assessment, undertaking prestart checks and then using a
Rough Terrain Telescopic Forklift. The majority of candidates operated the machine effectively.
There was quite a variety in the quality of the risk assessments and the completeness and
commentary on the prestart checks.

Task 4 covered the financial aspects of increasing the area grown of a crop and decreasing
another. In the cash flow some candidates did not differentiate the monthly figures for items that
would be different throughout the year. In their report, the higher-achieving candidates justified
their choice of crops to increase by covering current plant health issues, weed control and
current and predicted future price, profitability trends and linking this to their cashflow.

Centres are asked:

» toinclude areas for improvement on the Candidate Record Form (CRF), unless the mark
awarded is in the excellent band

» to carefully check the addition of the total marks on the CRF

+ to ensure the CRF marks match the marks entered on the Moderation Portal

» to annotate incorrect statements and the quality of the work on candidates’ work, e.g.
areas which are good or lacking detail.

» to carefully check what has been typed when using dictation software

» to upload all the forms and evidence as one document where possible.
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0171-33 — Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma in
Agriculture (1080) (Farm mechanisation)

Grade Boundaries

Below identifies the final grade boundaries for this assessment, as agreed by the awarding
panel:

Assessment: 0171-013

Series: 2025
Total marks available 60
Pass mark 25
Merit mark 34
Distinction mark 43

Data and commentary for this assessment have been omitted by City & Guilds due to a very low
number of candidate submissions.
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