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Introduction

Summer 2025 Results

This document is aimed at providers and learners to help understand the standard that was
required in the summer 2025 assessment series to achieve a pass grade for the 8717-405
Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism
(OS).

The Grade Standard Exemplification evidence (Grade SEM) provided for the pass grade
displays the holistic standard required across the tasks to achieve the pass grade boundary
in the Summer 2025 series.

The aim of these materials is to provide examples of knowledge, skills and understanding
that attested to 3 marks above pass standard (threshold competence) in Summer 2025. It is
important to note that in live assessments a candidate’s performance is very likely to exhibit
a spikey profile and standard of performance will vary across tasks.

The Occupational Specialism is graded Distinction, Merit, Pass or Unclassified.

Grade
Strongest performance

€ This evidence (holistically)

Unclassified

Weakest performance

The pass grade boundary is based on a synoptic mark across all tasks. The materials in this
Grade SEM are separated into two sections as described below. Materials are presented
against a number of tasks from the assignment.

Task

This section details the tasks that the candidate has been asked to carry out. What needs to
be submitted for marking and any additional evidence required including any
photograph/video evidence. Candidate evidence that was or was not included in this Grade
SEM has also been identified within this section.

In this Grade SEM there is candidate evidence from:

Task 1 — Tree survey and report
Task 2 — Tree work planning

Task 3 — Carry out tree work

Task 4 — Planting plan

Task 5 — Maintenance specification
Task 6 — Planting

Task 7 — Infrastructure maintenance
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Candidate evidence

This section includes exemplars of candidate work, photographs of the work in production (or
completed) and practical observation records of the assessment completed by provider
assessors. This was evidence that was captured as part of the assessment and then
internally marked by the provider assessor.

The Occupational Specialism brief and tasks can be downloaded from here.

Important things to note:

- We discussed the approach to standard setting/maintaining with Ofqual and the other
awarding organisations before awarding this year. We have agreed to take account of the
newness of qualifications in how we award this year to recognise that students and
teachers are less familiar with the assessments
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-
2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading), whilst also recognising the
standards required for these qualifications.

- The evidence presented, as a whole, was sufficient to achieve and in places exceed the
pass grade. However, performance across the tasks may vary (i.e. some tasks
completed to a higher/lower standard than pass grade).
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Grade descriptors

To achieve a pass (threshold competence), a candidate will be able to:

Demonstrate an adequate performance that meets the requirements of the brief,
demonstrates the adequate technical skills and techniques for planning, preparing, and
carrying out the work to adequate standards, including safety and quality.

Interpret technical information, plan, assess risk and follow safe working methods
appropriately when applying practical skills to an adequate standard to satisfy the
requirements of the brief.

Adequately prepare working areas to allow safe working, acknowledging potential risks and
applying adequate control measures during tasks.

Work safely and make adequate decisions on the selection and appropriate use of tools,
materials and equipment within the working environments for establishment,
management/maintenance and climbing/aerial activities.

Carry out practical tasks to an adequate standard, producing work that meets relevant
regulations and standards, with an adequate standard of work.

Apply adequate knowledge and skills to identify and measure characteristics and features,
and record, present and analyse the information to satisfy the requirements of the brief.

Mostly use technical terminology accurately.
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Task 1: Tree Survey and Report

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)

_ T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:
Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
(RN ERELLICEICH O ABC1234

City & Guilds provider No 999999a

Task(s) 1

SYLEYERIEVREE SN 13) Results of the tree survey

1b) Report (typically 500 words) including annotated map of
the site.

Assessor observation (for part a)

Photographic evidence by assessor

Date submitted by DD/MM/YY
candidate
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Task 1 — Tree survey and Report

Assessment themes:
e Environment and plant health (PO7)
e Tree management planning
o Tree surveys and inspections

You must carry out a pre-development survey of the trees in line with BS5837 and produce a
report with recommendations on tree category rating and initial works required. Annotate a
map of the site and include it in the report. The assessor will provide the map of the site to
work from.

a) Carry out the tree survey. The survey must include the following information:

e Tree species (you may use plant/tree identification books/keys/apps provided by the
assessor).

¢ Tree heights.

e Stem diameters (DBH).

e Crown spread.

e Age classification.

e Tree condition: physiological and structural.

o Tree category rating in accordance with BS5837.
¢ Root Protection Area (RPA).

¢ Work recommendations.

e Timescales for work to be completed.

b) Produce the report. The report must include:
¢ Anintroduction to the site, including site details eg usage, trees.
e An annotated map of the site.
e Tree category ratings in accordance with BS5837.
¢ Recommendations for tree work required.
o Periorities for the recommended tree work.

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
Assessor observations:

o Methods and accuracy of identification of tree species.

e Methods and accuracy of measurement of tree heights.

e Methods and accuracy of measurement of stem diameters (DBH).

e Methods and accuracy of measurement of crown spread.

o Methods and accuracy of measurements of Root Protection Areas (RPA).

Photographic evidence by assessor:
e Photo showing method used to measure stem diameter.

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass
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Candidate evidence

Tree survey
TREE HEIG | STEM TREE CATEGORY RATING
NUMBER | TREE SPECIES | LATIN NAME HT DIAMETER DBH | CROWN SPREAD AGE CONDITION | (BS5837)
HIMILAYAN 22.4C
T1 BIRCH BETULA UTILIS 6.3M | 75CM M N=1E=1S=1W=1 YOUNG A
HIMILAYAN 18.6C
T2 BIRCH BETULA UTILIS 6.4M | 67CM M N=0.7 E=1S=1W=1 YOUNG A
TIBETUA PRUNUS AROUND 0.3M IN ALL -
T3 CHERRY SERRULA 5.2M 8CM | DIRECTIONS YOUNG MEDIUM B
41.2C | AROUND 1.7M IN ALL
T4 HOLLY ILEXAQUIFOLIUM | 6.6M | 36.4CM M DIRECTIONS YOUNG A
CARPINUS SEMI-
15 HORNBEAM BETULUS 14.5M | 55CM 55CM | N=5M E=7M S=6M W=4M MATURE C
POPLUS 98.7C
16 GREY POPLAR | CANESCENS 24M | 310CM M N=7M E=2M S=56M W=10M | MATURE MEDIUM B
PINUS 48.5C SEMI
T7 SCOTSPINE | SYLVESTRIS 17M M N=2M E=4 S=1M W=3M MATURE MEDIUM B
FRAXINUS 48.5C SEMI-
T8 ASH EXCELSIOR 25M | 164CM M N=5M E=5M S=4M W=7M MATURE
PINUS
T9 SCOTSPINE | SYLVESTRIS 24M | 175CM 52CM | N=2M E=4M S=4M W=3M MATURE
FAGUS 117C
710 BEECH SYLVATICA 24M M N=11E=8S=7 W=9 MATURE MEDIUM B
T11 SILVERBIRCH | BETULA PENDULA | 15.2M 74CM | N=6 E=5 S=4 W=7 MATURE MEDIUM B
POPLUS 114C SEMI
T12 GREY POPLAR | CANESCENS 23M M N=6 E=4 S=2 W=8 MATURE MEDIUM B
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Report

Guilds Care Home Tree Report

Site: Reaseheath College, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6DF

The tree report below has been taken from a survey of the trees in the
areas around the site. All trees have been pinpointed on the map
attached to this report. Tree identification and surveying tools were sued
to carry out this survey. All the information below has been taken from
the survey. This is measurements such as the height of the tree, the
diameter at breast height, age classification and root protection areas. |
have also included in this report, the trees condition and what work |
believe is needed to be carried out. There are 12 trees that were
assessed in the survey the results of the survey will be discussed below
in my report.

TREE 1: The first tree assessed in the survey is a Himalayan birch under
the Latin name Betula utilis. This tree was measured at a height of 6.3m.
this tree has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of 22.4cm. The root
protection zone of the tree is 2.68m along side a crown spread of around
1m in all directions. | believe that this tree is in good condition however,
due to the tree having some low branches | believe some formative
pruning should be carried out on the tree. This is when branches that
may be a problem in the trees future life are removed at a younger age
so that the smaller wounds will heal better and faster using CODIT than
they would at an older age this will bring a lower chance of infection from
pests and diseases. This job should only take 30 minutes. As the tree is
otherwise in good health, | will categorise it in the A class under BS5837.
This work should be carried out in the next couple of years as it is not
priority.
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TREE 2: This tree is a Himalayan birch under the Latin name Betula
utilis. This tree was measured at a height of 6.4m. This tree is located in
the courtyard area in between Tabley and Rode Hall as shown on the
map. The tree has a stem diameter of 67cm and a DBH (Diameter at
breast height) of 18.6cm. The root protection zone of the tree is 2.23m
and it has a crown spread of around 1m in all directions. This tree is
listed in the young age category however, due to the tree having some
low branches | believe some formative pruning should be carried out on
the tree. This is when branches that may be a problem in the trees future
life are removed at a younger age so that the smaller wounds will heal
better and faster using CODIT than they would at an older age this will
bring a lower chance of infection from pests and diseases. This job
should only take 30 minutes. As the tree is otherwise in good health, |
will categorise it in the A class under BS5837. This work should be
carried out in the next couple of years as it is not priority.

TREE 3: This tree is a Tibetua cherry under the Latin name Prunus
serrula. This tree was measured at a height of 5.2m. This tree is located
in the courtyard area in between Gasworth and Tatton hall as shown on
the map. This tree has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of 8cm. The
root protection zone of this tree is 0.96m with a crown spread of around
0.3-0.5m in all directions. This tree is in the youthful age category, and |
believe no work needs to be carried out on this tree however i believe
this tree could be in better condition therefore i am going to categorise it
as a B under BS5837.

TREE 4: The fourth tree assessed in the survey was a Holly under the
Latin name llex aquifolium. This tree was measured at a height of 6.6m.
This tree is located at the edge of the Tomkinson Hall car park as shown
on the map. The tree has a stem diameter of 36.4 inches and a DBH
(Diameter at breast height) of 6.6cm. The root protection zone of this tree
is 4.94m and a crown spread of around 1.7m in each direction. Due to
this tree being categorised as a young tree and i can see no physical
defects i believe no work is required to be done to the tree as it is also
not affecting its surroundings. Due to these results and beliefs on the
trees condition i will class this tree as being in the A category under
BS5837.
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TREE 5: this tree is a Hornbeam under the Latin name Carpinus betulus.
This tree measured at 14.5m. This tree is located on the wooded grass
patch to the left of Tomkinson Hall as shown on the map. The tree has a
stem diameter of 190cm and a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of
98.7cm. The root protection zone of this tree is 6.6m aling side a crown
spread of 5m to the north, 7m to the east, 6m to the south and 4m to the
west. | have categorised this tree as being semi mature and | believe it is
in medium condition as there is deadwood in the canopy and there are
signs of hollowness in the trunk detected using an inspection hammer.
Due to this information i believe this tree should have a reduction and
some dead wooding performed this will lower the risk of dead branches
landing on cars in the car park and the reduction will reduce the overall
footfall. | believe this work will take around 3-4hrs. Due to this information
| categorise this as a B under BS5837. This work should be carried out in
the next 6 months.

TREE 6: This tree is a Grey poplar under the Latin name Poplus
canescens. This tree was measured at 24m. This tree is located on the
wooded grass patch to the left of Tomkinson Hall as shown on the map.
The tree has a stem diameter of 310cm and a DBH (Diameter at breast
height) of 98.7cm. The trees root protection zone is 11.6m alongside of a
crown spread of 7m to the north, 2m to the east 5m to the south and 10m
to the west. This tree is in medium condition and as it is leaning over
road A shown on the map, a crown reduction should be carried out so
branches over the road can be taken back. Due to this i am going to
place this in the B category under BS5837. This work should be carried
out in the next 6 months

TREE 7: This tree is a Scotts pine. This was measured at 17m. This tree
is also located on the wooded grass patch to the left of Tomkinson Hall
as shown on the map. The tree has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of
48cm. The trees root protection zone is 5.76m alongside a crown spread
of 2m to the north, 4m to the east, 1m to the south and 3m to the west.
This tree is semi-mature and in poor condition due to this i think the tree
should be removed as the top has already snapped out and the tree is at
risk of falling on the building behind it or the pedestrian path. Therefore, |
categorise this tree as a C under BS5837. This work should take around
2hrs. And should be carried out in the next month.
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TREE 8: This tree is an Ash under the Latin name Fraxinus excelsior.
This tree was measures at around 25m. This tree is located on the
wooded grass patch alongside road A as marked on the map. This tree
has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of 48.5cm. The root protection
zone is 5.82m alongside a crown spread of 5m to the north, 5m to the
east, 4m to the south and 3m to the west. This tree is semi mature and in
good condition however it could do with some dead wooding as it is
close to the road. Due to the trees good health | am still going to
categorise it as an A under BS5837. This work should be carried out in
the next year.

TREE 9: This tree is a Scots pine under the Latin name Pinus sylvestris.
This was measured at 22m and it is at a mature age. It is also located
along side road A. This tree has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of
52cm. The root protection zone is 1.75m along with a crown spread of
2m to the north, 4m to the east, 4m to the south and 3m to the west. This
tree is in medium condition and could do with some thinning as the
canopy is becoming thick however, this is not high priority so this work
can be carried out in the next year.

TREE 10: This tree is a beech under the Latin name Fagus sylvatica, this
was measured at a height of 24m and is at a mature age. This tree is
located behind tree 9. This tree has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of
117cm. The root protection zone is 14.04m and the crown spread is 11m
to the north, 7m to the east, 8m to the south and 9m to the west. This
tree is in medium condition, and | believe it needs a crown lift due to
extremely low branches almost touching the ground and there is also
some deadwood in the canopy. This tree isn't deeming any danger so
this work can be carried out in the next 6 months. | am going to
categorise this tree as a B under BS5837.

TREE 11: This tree is a silver birch under the Latin name Betula pendula.
this was measured at a height of 15.2m and is at at a semi mature age.
This tree is located along side road B as shown on the map. This tree
has a DBH (Diameter at breast height) of 74cm. The root protection zone
is 8.8m with a crown spread of N=6m E=5m S=4m W=7m. This tree is in
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medium condition, and it could do with some thinning, however there
was some signs of decay on the southeast facing stem which needs to
be monitored. This work is not urgent so it can be carried out in the next
6 months. Due to this information i am going to categorise this tree as a
B under BS5837.

TREE 12: This tree is a gray poplar at a semi mature age, measuring at
a height of 24m. This tree is located along side road C as marked on the
map with a bench placed underneath. This tree has a DBH (Diameter at
breast height) of 114cm. The root protection zone is 13.6m and the
crown spread is N=6m E=4m S=2m W=8m. This tree is in medium
condition and has deadwood in the canopy and some low growing
branches. Due the bench being underneath and there being a high
footfall this tree needs dead wooding and crown lifting this work will take
around 2-4 hours and due to padestrian safety this should be carried out
in the next 2 months. | am going to categorise this tree as a B under
BS5837.
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Assessor Observation Form (Task 1)

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture)

Candidate Name Candidate number
N

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessor pack.

Do not allocate marks at this stage.

Assessor observation Notes — detfailed, accurate and differentiating notes which
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to
distinguish between different qualities of performance and to

facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence has
been submitted.

Methods and accuracy of They correctly identified some of the trees but did get one
identification of tree species. wrong. They didn't use any guides to support their choices

Methods and accuracy of The hight was worked out for each tree but no re-checks were

measurement of tree heights. made to confirm if they were correct the accuracy of their first
measurement

Methods and accuracy of Again, minimal checks were made to see if their first reading

measurement of stem was correct when doing the DBH. On some of the larger trees

diameters (DBH). they could of asked for assistance to get tape tight around the
stem

Methods and accuracy of The crown spread was worked out by using a tape but this did

measurement of crown seem to be a rough measurement when they did this part of

spread. the inspection

Methods and accuracy of This was worked out after gaining the DBH. With some of

measurements of Root DBH slightly out then the RPA measurements will also be

Protection Areas (RPA). out.

On the Visal inspection of each tree some maijor faults were
not recognised also wrong identification of one of the trees
was put down

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass
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Basic knowledge was shown during this task from ID and
recomendations

Internal assessor signature _

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once
the record is finalised.
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Photographic evidence
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Task 2: Tree work planning

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)

T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:
Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
City & Guilds candidate No. a\zlexpX”:

City & Guilds provider No. [Releleieieler!

Task(s) 2

SYCEY R WA RN \Work at height risk assessment.

Method statement and site constraints map

Date submitted by DD/MM/YY
candidate

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass
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Task 2 — Tree work planning

Assessment themes:

Health and safety (PO8)

Plan for tree and site maintenance

Health and safety (PO9)

Environment (PO9)

Prepare for complex arboriculture operations

You must plan tree work for three trees specified by the assessor, to be done in accordance
with current legislation and industry best practice. The assessor will provide a copy of the
map of the site showing the locations of the trees to be worked on, for you to annotate when
visiting the site.

You will need to consider the most appropriate methods to carry out the required work
effectively, including measures to ensure safety during the operations, and that the site is left
in a safe and tidy condition.
a) Visit the site and produce a work at height risk assessment for the aerial tree work,
using the template provided. Assessors will provide the following reference
documents and templates:

e Figure 1: Risk Hierarchy for Tree Work at Height (Extract from Industry Code of
Practice — Tree Work at Height Second Edlition).

o Figure 2: Step-wise approach to working through the hierarchy for tree work at
height.

e Figure 7: Work at height risk assessment template.
¢ Map of the site with locations of the trees to be worked on marked.

b) Using Figure 8: Method statement template, produce a method statement for the
work to be done and the management of the site during the operation, including the
management of access to the building and car park by site users.

c) To accompany the method statement, create a Site Constraints Map, by annotating
the map of the site provided by the assessor to indicate site constraints, showing
locations for signage and/or controls recommended, including the management of
access to building and car park by site users.

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
e N/A

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass
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Candidate evidence

Work at height risk assessment template (Figure 7)

Enrolment number

Candidate name

Task / Activity Task 2 Location

Date of assessment

Assessor name

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1-1)
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Tree Work at Height Planning & Decision-Making Flowchart
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TREE 7

TREET

Tree Work at Height Planning & Decision-Making Flowchart

ALWAY 5 consider weather conditions and whether worker safety is compromised as a result.
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Tree Work at Height Planning & Decision-Making Flowchart

TREE 11 ALWAY 5 consider weather conditions and whether worker safety is compromised as a result.
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Method statement template (Figure 8)
This template may be modified by expanding fields only.

Candidate name \Enrolment number

Location
Date of assessment

Task / Activity
Assessor name

Method Statement

Site: xxxx
Emergency entrance point: gate 1
Closest hospital: xxxx
Staff qualifications:
e (CS30-crosscutting and chainsaw maintenance
CS39- use of chainsaw by rope and harness.
CS31- Felling
CS38- Climbing and ariel rescue
MEWP Qualification
Chipper qualification
First aid + F

Staff PPE:
e Type C chainsaw trousers
e Gov approved climbing helmets with ear defenders and visor
e Chainsaw boots

TREE 6-Poplar dismantle/removal: Firstly, i will cordon off the area around the tree, this
includes road A as shown on the map this will ensure no public can enter the area whilst
work is taken place. Once this is complete the team will check all kit that is going to be used
during the job, this includes chainsaws, the MEWP, harnesses and rescue kits. After these
steps are complete the team will set up the MEWP on road A next to the tree. Then, a
member of the team with their MEWP qualification and their chainsaw with rope and harness
ticket (CS39). Once they're at working level they will begin to dismantle the tree using correct
pruning cuts to British standards, carefully dropping the branches into a clear dropzone
where the ground staff are at a safe distance. Meanwhile the grounds team will be clearing
up the foliage using the chipper disposing tjhe wood chippings into a works van to be later
disposed of offsite. Any branches that may be hard to direct, slings will be used to direct
them. If they are too large for the chipper, grounds team with their cs30 chainsaw
qualification will saw them into more manageable pieces, as well as the logs dropped during
the dismantle. Once the crown and around 4m of the stem has been removed, the MEWP
operator can come down to the ground and the rest of the stem can be assisted felled as
there is now enough room and it is safe to execute this procedure, this will be done with a
correct felling cut by a member of staff with their felling ticket under British standards with
assistance of the ground team with a pulling rope that was previously installed by the MEWP
operator before his decent. After the stem is down grounds, staff will saw the logs into safe
pieces before being loaded into the truck for later disposal along with the chippings, then the
team will clear up the site with rakes and leaf blowers and the job will be complete.

TREE 7: Scots Pine assisted fell: Firstly, i will cordon off the area around the tree, this
includes road A and the pedestrian path next to the tree as shown on the map. this will
ensure no public can enter the area whilst work is taken place. Once this is complete the
team will check all kit that is going to be used during the job, this includes chainsaws, pulling
ropes, ladders, harnesses, and rescue kits. After this is complete a member of staff with their
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CS38 climbing qualification will ascent the stem of the tree with an 18ft extension ladder
ensuring he secures himself at the top with his lanyard and climbing spikes. Once he is at
the top of the tree, he will attach the pulling rope in the correct place using a bowline knot.
After this, the climber will come down from the tree using the ladder. Once he is down the
grounds team member with their CS31 felling ticket will prepare the chainsaw for the fell by
doing the correct safety checks, then the team will ensure the area is clear before the team
member places his face cut into the tree. Once this is complete the grounds team will add
tension to the pulling rope in the desired felling drop zone as the team member with the saw
makes his back cut. The team will continue to pull tension on the rope as the tree falls into its
correct position. Then the grounds team with their cs30 chainsaw tickets will cut the stem
into correct lengths before loading them into the truck for removal. Then they will chip the
brash from the small canopy of the tree into the back of the truck before taking part in clear
up duties to end the job this will be completed with rakes and leaf blowers.

TREE 11: Silver Birch Crown lift and reduction over road and away from cables and pole:
Firstly, i will cordon off the area around the tree, this includes road B and pedestrian paths as
shown on the map. this will ensure no public can enter the area whilst work is taken place.
Once this is complete the team will check all kit that is going to be used during the job, this
includes chainsaws, Climbing kits, harnesses, and rescue kits. Once all of these steps are
complete, the climber, with his cs39 chainsaw in a tree ticket, will ascend into the tree using
correct climbing techniques on a 2 rope system to meet new safety regulations. Once the
climbers anchor point is placed, he will begin to lift the lower branches of the road using
british standard step cuts to ensure the trees health is preserved and that the tree is
aesthetically pleasing. Whilst this is going on the grounds team will safely clear the branches
and chip them into the team truck. After this the climber will reduce the crown away trom the
telephone cables nest to the tree. These cuts will also be to british standard and cut back to
the last growing point so the tree replenishes again. Once this job is complete the climber
will safely descend and help the grounds team to clean up the site with rakes, leafblowers
and the chipper, leaving the site clean and tidy in a proffesional manner.

Relevant health and safety legislation: Relevant environmental legislation:

LOLER Wildlife and countryside act

Health and safety at work act
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Task 3: Carry out tree work

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
(RN ERELGIEICH [ ABC1234

City & Guilds provider No. [EEIESIISIeE]

Task(s) 3

SULEL LR EVACELYTIILEN - Site specific risk assessment.

Emergency plan.

Date submitted by DD/MM/YY
candidate

: T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:
Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Assessor observation (for parts b-g).

Photographic evidence by assessor.
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Task 3 — Carry out tree work

Assessment themes:

Health and safety (PO3)

Maintain machinery

Operate machinery

Health and safety (PO8)

Perform tree and site maintenance

Health and safety (PO9)

Prepare for complex arboriculture operations
Perform complex arboriculture operations

In this task you will demonstrate maintenance pruning and complex arboriculture operations.

a)

b)

d)

Prepare for the operations by visiting the site and completing:
e A site specific risk assessment.
e An emergency plan document.

The assessor will provide the following templates:

o Figure 5: Risk assessment template.
e Figure 6: Emergency plan template.

Prepare machinery:

i) Carry out pre-use checks for all machinery to be used during the task (chainsaw,
powered pole pruner, woodchipper).

ii) Following pre-use check of the chainsaw, conduct any identified field
maintenance required.

Perform a crown reduction of part of one tree from the ground using a pole saw or
powered pole pruner in accordance with industry best practice.

Climb and perform a crown reduction of part of one tree, using a chainsaw and hand
saws as appropriate, in accordance with industry best practice.

The following cutting techniques must be demonstrated during the operation:

e Step cuts (demonstrate both freefall and handheld).
e Sink cuts (demonstrate both freefall and handheld).
e Final pruning cuts.

Assist with dismantling of one tree by supporting rigging operations from the ground.

e Work with the climber to estimate the weight of pieces to be lowered and the
amount of friction required in the lowering device.

e Refer to the rigging data tables provided by the assessor as appropriate.
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f) Perform an assisted fell of the remaining stem of the dismantled tree using a winch-
based or rope-based system. Process the stem according to requirements.

g) Use a manually-fed woodchipper to deal with the arisings from the operation, in
accordance with industry best practice.

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
Assessor observation:
e General preparation:
o Ensure health and safety controls are in place.
o Select and wear appropriate compliant personal protective equipment (PPE).
o Select appropriate locations to fuel and start chainsaws safely.
O

Trees to be worked on are checked for signs of ill health or structural
weaknesses.

o Establish felling directions/drop zones considering tree form and site
conditions.

o Prepare and establish escape routes and identify danger zones.
o Prepare trees prior to felling/pruning.
e b) Pre-use checks of the chainsaw, field maintenance
o Chainsaw checked over before starting work.
o ldentification of any maintenance required.
o Routine maintenance carried out according to industry best practice and
manufacturer’s instructions — eg sharpening, chain tension adjustment.
e ) Crown reduction from the ground using a pole saw or powered pole pruner:
o Correct pruning cuts used to remove material.
o Carry out work to always maintain health and safety and in line with legislation
(BS3998: 2010) and industry best practice.
e d) Climb and perform a crown reduction using a chainsaw and hand saws.
o The following cutting techniques must be demonstrated during the operation:
= Step cuts (demonstrate both freefall and handheld).
= Sink cuts (demonstrate both freefall and handheld).
* Final pruning cuts.
o Tree climbed according to TG1 industry best practice.

o Work positioning achieved, and general practice carried out according to TG2
industry best practice.

o Correct pruning cuts used accurately to remove material.

o Fluidity/efficiency of work rate and practice.

o Carry out work to always maintain health and safety and in line with legislation
(BS3998: 2010) and industry best practice.

o e) Assist with the dismantling of one tree by supporting rigging operations from the
ground.

o Work with the climber to estimate the weight of pieces to be lowered and the
amount of friction required in the lowering device.

o Refer to data tables as appropriate (refer to TG3).
o Select and wear appropriate compliant personal protective equipment (PPE).
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o Effective communication with the climber in line with TG1 industry best
practice.
o General practice and operation of rigging equipment carried out according to
TG3 industry best practice.
o Management of arisings on site during the dismantling operation.
o Carry out work to always maintain health and safety and in line with legislation
(BS3998: 2010) and industry best practice.
o On completion of the operation equipment is checked and cleaned.
o Site is left in a safe and tidy condition.
o f) Perform assisted fell using a winch-based or rope-based system.
o Select an appropriate hand winch- or rope-based system and associated
compatible equipment.
Check that all equipment is fit for purpose.
Select a suitable anchor point.
Set the system up considering the load to be moved.

Apply suitable felling cuts and sequence of operations to complete the
assisted fell safely.

o On completion of the operation, winching/pulling system must be dismantled,
checked and returned to storage area.
o Siteis left in a safe and tidy condition.
¢ ) Use a manually-fed woodchipper to deal with the arisings.
o Operate the woodchipper in line with FISA 604 industry best practice.
o Carry out work to always maintain health and safety and in line with legislation
and industry best practice.

o Carry out work to avoid environmental damage in line with legislation and
industry best practice.

o Siteis leftin a safe and tidy condition.

O O O O

Photographic evidence by assessor.
e ) Photos showing final pruning cuts.
e d) Series of photos showing work position achieved in the tree.
o f) Series of photos showing set up of assisted fell: Attachment points (tree, anchor),
winch position, routing of wire/rope. (Typically 4-6 photos).
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Candidate evidence

Risk assessment template (Figure 5)

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only.

Enrolment number

Candidate name

Climbing, pole saw, rigging, felling, chipping,

Location

Task / Activity )
chainsaw

Date of assessment

Assessor name

Residual

Risk rating risk rating

Item Who might be hat precautions are : What further action Action by who ;
What are the hazards? : P (High / y (High /

no. harmed and how? already in place? Medium / IS necessary? and when? Medium /

Low) Low /

Trivial)

Grounds person to be always
Climber may be PPE s !

watching the climber to ensure

harmed by branches The climber and

Climbing snapping causing LOLER inspected Medium  [they're safe. Low
. _ [climbing kit to ensure it _ ~ [other staff
anchor points to fail Climber should check their kit
. . is in working order. )
or equipment failure before every climb
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may cause a fall

from the tree

2 rope system ensures if
one rope fails the
climber will still have

another system holding

other staff could be

crushed or damage

CS31

and ensure area is clear.

Ensure fell assist such as rope

staff

them
Operator could cut
themselves or injure PPE _ Correct training and cutting
Pole saw Medium All staff Low
themselves by procedures
kickback
Operator could
injure themselves by|°PE such as chainsaw Make sure you are using the
Chainsaw kickback causing  [trousers and boots. Low correct cutting techniques All operators Low
them to cut Correct training such as step cuts
themselves
Operator/other staff Untrained staff should be
and public could be |Correct PPE always supervised by a trained
. injured by flying o . member off staff whilst All operators and
Chipper o Proper training Medium _ Low
debris, hit by operating. Area should be other staff
branches or being coned off from the public to
dragged in ensure they aren't injured
; Correct PPE and ;
' ' Operator/public and - . Cordon area off prom public All operators and '
Felling- assisted correct training such as [Medium Medium
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surrounding

property

is always tight to make sure

tree falls in correct direction

Rigging

Operators,climbers

and other staff may o
o ~ |Correct PPE and rigging
be injured by rigging| .
) _ training
equipment faliure or

falling logs

Medium

Ensure rigging area is clear
and all equipment is LOLER

checked.

Also ensure all timber is
correctly calculated by weight
ratios compatable with your

rigging equipment

All operators and
staff

Low

Date of assessment:

Risk assessment carried out by:

Date of assessment:

Risk assessment reviewed by assessor:
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Emergency plan template (Figure 6)

Enrolment number

Climbing, pole saw, rigging, felling,

LS G chipping, chainsaw

Location

Date of assessment

Assessor name

Worksite Location:

OS Grid Reference: Main lawn- X (can be used as a helicopter landing area)

What3Words Reference: Greenhouse (impresses, sorters, defends)

Meeting point for emergency Gate 2 XXxXxxxx
services:

Type of vehicle access: Surfaced roads and some unsurfaced tracks
(eg surfaced road / unsurfaced track / off-
road or 4x4 vehicle required)

Nearest A&E hospital: XXOOOXX XXXX

(WeTer:1i[o]g o) M -1 o o) o JICW o 11 T M P hone signal available all over the site, landlines are available in student services and most other
signal / landline: buildings.

Site/landowner contact name: XXXXXX IXXXXX

Emergency contact name:

Other details / comments:
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Assessor Observation Form (Task 3)

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) — Summer 2025

Candidate Name Candidate number
provervame pe

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessor pack.

Do not allocate marks at this stage.

Assessor observation

Notes — detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which identify
areas of strength and weakness are necessary to distinguish

between different qualities of performance and to facilitate accurate

General preparation
Ensure health and safety
controls are in place.

Select and wear appropriate
compliant personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Select appropriate locations to
fuel and start chainsaws safely.

Trees to be worked on are
checked for signs of ill health
or structural weaknesses.

Establish felling directions/drop
zones considering tree form and
site conditions.

Prepare and establish escape
routes and identify danger
zones.

Prepare trees prior to
felling/pruning.

allocation of marks once all evidence has been submitted.

They has the knowledge in Risk assessments and setting up a
working site but did need prompting in parts of this set up
Correct PPE was used and commented on during the tasks, this
included boots correct level of chainsaw pants.

A fuelling point was set up for any re fuelling and maintenance
during the task

A very quick check was done on the tree for any ill health. A more of

an inspection could have been done or commented on, in this area

Good area set out for drop zone. Felling direction was agreed with
others on site, site was checked for any hazards

Good skill level was shown in identifying escape routes and any
danger zones from tree falling wrong way

Base and surrounding area around tree been felled was cleared of
any danger

b) Pre-use checks of the chainsaw, field maintenance

Chainsaw checked over
before starting work.
Identification of any
maintenance required.

Limited checks done on saw, but ones carried out covered H&S as in
chain break
Chain was sharpened with correct file size
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Routine maintenance
carried out according to
industry best practice and
manufacturer’s instructions
— eg sharpening, chain
tension adjustment.

Correct file size was used but with guide to get correct angel

¢) Crown reduction from the ground using a pole saw or powered pole pruner:

Correct pruning cuts used to

remove material.
Carry out work to always

maintain health and safety and

in line with legislation

(BS3998: 2010) and industry

best practice.

Good level of pruning cuts completed

Limited in parts as in knots used but using saw was good H&S

d) Climb and perform a crown reduction using a chainsaw and hand saws.

Step cuts (demonstrate
both freefall and
handheld).

Sink cuts (demonstrate
both freefall and
handheld).

Final pruning cuts.

Tree climbed according to
TG1 industry best practice.
Work positioning achieved,
and general practice carried
out according to TG2
industry best practice.
Correct pruning cuts used
accurately to remove
material.

Fluidity / efficiency of work
rate and practice.

Carry out work to always
maintain health and safety
and in line with legislation
(BS3998: 2010) and
industry best practice.

Good correct step cuts used with hand saw

Basic skill in putting in sink cut as not lined up

Good final pruning cuts to BBR

Basic skill in knots for climbing and low anchor point which resulted in
poor work positioning

Limited work positioning due to low anchor points and poor rope
management

Correct cuts use showing some industry knowledge

Limited in efficiency when moving around the crown of the tree due to
poor anchor points

H&S was followed and keeping in line with relevant legislations but
climbing on knots that they not sure about is not inline with industry's
best practice

e) Assist with the dismantling of one tree by supporting rigging operations from the ground.

Work with the climber to

estimate the weight of pieces
to be lowered and the amount

of friction required in the
lowering device.

Refer to data tables as
appropriate (refer to TG3).
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Basic communication with climber in working out logs/branches to
be lowered. Lowering branches under correct friction took a couple
of goes to get it sorted

Limited use of data table to estimate weight of log
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Select and wear appropriate
compliant personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Effective communication with
the climber in line with TG1
industry best practice.
General practice and
operation of rigging equipment
carried out according to TG3
industry best practice.
Management of arisings on
site during the dismantling
operation.

Carry out work to always
maintain health and safety and
in line with legislation
(BS3998: 2010) and industry
best practice.

On completion of the
operation equipment is
checked and cleaned.

Site is left in a safe and tidy
condition.

Correct PPE was worn and used correctly

Limited communication with climber and others on site

Limited knowledge of rigging equipment and was demonstrated
during task

Branches stacked away from drop zone in a neat pile ready to be
chipped

Good level of H&S with correct use of equipment

Equipment checked and booked back in but with limited knowledge

Site left in good and safe condition

f) Perform assisted fell using a winch-based or rope-based system.

Select an appropriate hand
winch- or rope-based system
and associated compatible
equipment.

Check that all equipment is fit
for purpose.

Select a suitable anchor
point.

Set the system up considering
the load to be moved.

Apply suitable felling cuts and
sequence of operations to
complete the assisted fell
safely.

On completion of the
operation, winching/pulling
system must be dismantled,
checked and returned to
storage area.

Site is left in a safe and tidy
condition.
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Limited knowledge of winch set up but could explain set up and why
all equipment needed to be compatible

Equipment check to make sure its in a safe working order

Good selection of a base anchor point was located that was in good
condition and away from drop zone
System was set up with some guidance demonstrating limited
knowledge
Good level of cuts put in at correct angel, but cuts were a bit high

Good industry practice in checking equipment before putting away

Site was left clean and tidy
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g) Use a manually-fed woodchipper to deal with the arisings.

Operate the woodchipper in Chipper was used to industry standard and under H&S safe use and
line with FISA 604 industry correct PPE

best practice.

Carry out work to always Safe working distance and safe feed of chipper was followed under

maintain health and safety and industry best practice

in line with legislation and

industry best practice.

Carry out work to avoid All work was done to reduce environmental damage
environmental damage in line Fuel site and stropes used around anchor tree

with legislation and industry

best practice.

Site is left in a safe and tidy Left clean and tidy

condition.

Internal assessor signature (Date

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record is finalised.
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Photographic evidence

Pruning Cut
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Pruning Cut
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Assisted felling
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Work Positioning
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Task 4: Planting plan

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)
T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:

Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
City & Guilds candidate ABC1234

No.

Provider name <provider name>

City & Guilds provider No. [geleleiefeler:]

Task(s) 4

ST ELTLR T EWRC R B Planting plan (typically 1500 words) including annotated
map

Date _submltted by DD/MM/YY
candidate
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Task 4

Assessment themes:

¢ Plan for establishment: Tree stocks, Establishment plans
e [Establish trees

You must produce a planting plan as mitigation against tree loss as a result of the extension
to Guilds Care Home. The owners of the Care Home have allocated a budget of £1000 to
ensure that more trees are put on site for aesthetics and to enhance biodiversity.

Considering the information in the assignment brief and in Figure 3: Guilds Care Home Site
Plan and Information, select a suitable range of tree species and decide how many of each

species will be planted and where on the site. You will also need to consider and specify the
type and size of tree stock. The soil is a moist clay loam with a pH of 7.5.

a) Research suppliers and prices to estimate the cost of planting. You must consider:

e Suppliers of trees and protection materials.
e Prices.
e The species, types and sizes of tree stock available.

e Responsible sources of tree stocks, taking this into account when selecting
supplier(s).

b) Produce a planting plan for the care home, to include:

e Site layout and planting locations (by annotating the map provided).

e List of species selected (botanical and common names) and quantities.

¢ Planting specification including: tree stock type, size, spacing, plant handling
requirements and planting method(s).

o Recommended supplier(s).

¢ |dentification of factors which could affect successful establishment.

e Support and protection methods.

e Justifications for all the above decisions.
e Estimate of establishment costs to include:

o Purchase trees of each species.
Purchase of any support/protection materials.

Planting trees of each species including any individual tree protection
required.

(Refer to Figure 4: Table of standard establishment costs).

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
e N/A
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Candidate evidence

Site Plan — annotated map

Guilds Care Home

| NOT TO SCALE
~ Area: 1.5 hectares j

- .
QW |- Proposed site for the Ground conditions: The site is level, with

ew planting/ fenced a loamy clay soil. '
o : ;
area /i  p £
( }__‘ ? L Site vegetation features: '
e e Trees —marked 'T1-T7' .
* Box hedge shrubberies (Buxus

sempervirens) that contain
ornamental cherry laurel

(Prunus laurocerasus) that are
clipped into shape - marked
‘BHS’

e Mature Leylandii hedge around
the perimeter of the site

Other site features:

e Bench - marked ‘B’

BHS |

Car Park

« Footpath made out of paving |
, stones

| Issues/threats: [

| o Grey squirrels and rabbits are
present on site. |
¢ Poor maintenance practices on |

trees and boundary hedge. J

| Tree | Species DBH (cm) [ Height (m) [ Crown spread (m) | Condition RE
"T1 | Tilia cordata 8.0 7.5 3.0 | Fair condition, no visible signs of decay in crown. Damage to the lower trunk,
B | bark missing. |
| T2 | Acer pseudoplatanus 1 45.0 | 21.0 5.5 | Small decay pocket at the base of the trunk. Crown appears in good condition. |
"T3 | Prunus avium | 42.0 14.0 6.2 Extensive dieback in the crown. Evidence of a perennial wood decaying fungus
at the base of the trunk.
T4 Quercus robur 102.0 24.0 9.6 Small amounts of dieback in the canopy. Excessive epicormic growth on the |
lower canopy. o
T5 Chamaecyparis lawsoniana | 71.0 25.0 7.2 B B Good condition, no visible signs of decay.
T6 Betula pendula 40.0 17.0 4.5 Good condition, no visible signs of decay.
T7 Salix fragilis 152.0 22.3 8.0 Crown in a poor condition. Evidence of a number of snapped branches. Twin

stemmed, evidence of co-dominance as the single stem becomes multi-
stemmed at 6.0 metres.
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Planting Plan

Planting Plan

Site layout and planting locations:

Species selected and quantities
For this specific site | have selected a mix of four species of trees to be
planted on the guilds care home site. These trees will be:

« Himalayan Birch- Betula utilis X2

« Magnolia- magnolia grandiflora X1

« Double pink cherry- Prunus kanzan X2

« Holly- llex Aquifolium X1

Planting specification

All the trees which will be planted will be standard root ball trees
transported in pots.

We are going to purchase and plant 2 Himalayan birch trees in 15L pots
at 2.5-3.5m in height. One magnolia tree in a 30L pot at 2.5-3M. Two
double pink cherrys in 15L pots at a height of 2.2-3M. Finally, we are
going to plant one holly tree in a 15L pot at a height of 1.75-2.5m.

| have chosen to plant trees at this size and standard as once planted,
they will have an instant impact on the aesthetics of the care home as
the trees are already partially grown. This means these highly attractive
trees can be enjoyed by the elderly residents of the care home straight
away, rather than having to wait a few years for whips to grow before
then can be visually enjoyed by the care home staff and residents.
Therefore, | have chosen standard potted trees to ensure there is
immediate impact on the garden.

The planting methods | will be using will be tree pits. The trees will be
placed into a hole to the correct size for the tree then filled. After this the
tree will be supported by a tree stake and tie and the base will be
covered with mulch. This is to ensure that the tree has a successful
establishment as the stake will support the tree and the mulch will
provide nutrients.

Reccomended suppliers
| have chosen to supply my trees from Chew Valley Trees, they are a
reliable source and tree nursery.
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| also have got prices for tree protection equipment such as tree stakes
from Amazon

Establishment factors

| am going to be planting standard potted trees in 15-30I pots, this is
because trees this size will make an instant impact to the care home as
the trees are already grown, they will add instant beauty to the garden.
These trees will be spread across the garden including the new area
provided on the map.

Support and protection methods

Cost breakdown

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism — Summer 2025 Pass
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Task 5: Maintenance Specification

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)
T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:

Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
City & Guilds candidate ABC1234

No.

Provider name <provider name>

City & Guilds provider No. [RelSISISISIeE]

Task(s) 5

S Te [Tl 1 WA LYY )i [o 1 Three-year maintenance specification

Date submitted by
candidate

DD/MM/YY
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Task 5 — Maintenance specification

Assessment themes:

Environment and plant health (PO7)
Tree management planning
Environment and plant health (PO8)
Plan for tree and site maintenance

You must produce a maintenance specification for the care home. You should refer to the
assignment brief, Figure 3 Guilds Care Home site plan and information, and your planting
plan from Task 4.

The maintenance specification will detail recommendations for the maintenance of the care

home over a three-year period after it has been planted, to ensure successful establishment
of the new trees, maintenance of the existing trees, shrubs and footpaths, and the safety of

visitors to the site.

Your three-year maintenance specification must include:

Maintenance requirements and schedule for:
o the newly planted trees
o the existing semi-mature and mature trees and shrubs
o the footpath.

¢ Management recommendations for the remaining mature and semi-mature trees and
shrubs.

o How techniques and associated technology and equipment can be used to monitor
tree and shrub health.

e How arisings from maintenance and management activities will be managed,
including consideration of opportunities to promote sustainable management of the
environment, which could be marketed by the care home.

o Justifications for the decisions made in the plan.

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:
o N/A
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Candidate evidence

Maintenance specification

Maintainance schedule newly planted trees on site.

All newly planted trees will be watered once at the end of every week for the first year
of growth. They will also be topped up with mulch around the base of the tree every 2
weeks. This will ensure the new trees establish properly, after 18-24 moths the tree
stakes can be removed as the trees should be able to support themselves during this
time, any trees that do not succeed can be replaced also known as the phrase “beat
up” this will ensure all trees that have been planted stay on site. After around 36
months has passed, formative pruning can begin to take place this is when lower
branches can be pruned so they don't become a problem in the future. This is better
for the trees health as the pruning wound will be smaller and easier for the tree to
heal than in future years. The newly planted trees will be monitored regularly for the
full three years of their establishment to the site to ensure they survive.

Maintenace schedule for current mature and semi

mature trees on site.

The first thing that will take place is a full tree survey; this will help determine what
needs to take place in the maintenance schedule. These surveys will be repeated
every 12 month for three years. Following the results of the survey al trees will be
dead wooded, and any other defects will be taken care of using methods such as
crown raising, crown reductions and thinning. Yearly pruning will also take place on
all the trees, this will be tree 1,5, and 6 as 3, 4 and 7 have been removed due to
defects and to make space for the new extension. There is also a perimeter conifer
hedge around the outside of the care home site, this will need to be trimmed once a
year back to the previous growth and on the third year it should be reduced back
down to 8 ft tall. This is so the hedge stays aesthetically pleasing and doesn't
become overgrown. All tools used on site to complete this work should ideally be
battery powered tools, this is for a couple reasons such as being more sustainable,
but also to lower noise pollution due to the elderly residents living in the care home.
Petrol powered tools could affect their hearing and interfere with hearing aids. All the
green waste that is collected from these jobs such as brash will be chipped, this can
be kept and used for mulch around the base of the newly planted trees, this will
ensure they get the nutrients they need and combat competition.

Maintenance schedule for the footpath on site.

On site there is a footpath made of pathing stones, this also needs to be maintained
for three years. This is because the path needs to be kept safe for the residents and
stay aesthetically pleasing for residents and visitors. Due to this, the path will be
inspected every 6 months for three years. This will be for Slippy patches, lifting
paving stones and large grass tufts and weeds, this is to prevent trip hazards for the
residents, visitors and staff. After these inspections any defects will be fixed such as
re concreting lifted paving stones and weeding the gaps. The path will also be
pressure washed at the start of every summer for three years to improve the looks of
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the path and to remove any slippery patches that have occurred due to leaf litter and
other debris that have accumulated on the path over the winter months, this will
eliminate the risk of slips from residents, visitors and staff. Once the pressure
washing has been carried out, weed killer will be put down to reduce unwanted weed
growth. Another point to note would be, that in the winter months the path will need to
be de-iced with grit salt every morning to further reduce risks of slipping.

Other maintenance.

Some other areas of the site also need to be regularly maintained over the 3 years.
This is things such as the lawns on site and other shrubs on site. All of the grass
lawns on site will be cut every 2 weeks in the spring and summer months and once a
month in the winter months if the weather permits. This will ensure the site stays
aesthetically pleasing throughout the year. To reduce the risk of competition the
bases of the trees and shrubs on site will also be strimmed, removing any tall grass
and weeds. All green waste accumulated from these tasks will be added to a mulch
pile, this includes grass cuttings, hedge trimmings, leaf litter and more. This will be
kept and used to mulch the bases of newly planted trees and the rest of the plants on
site, this ensures the site is being sustainable with their waste but also improving the
health and chance of survival of the newly planted trees on site whilst saving money.

Conclusion.

To conclude this maintenance plan, overall, all aspects of the site gardens will be
regularly maintained for the full 3 years of this maintenance schedule plan. This will
ensure that all the trees on site will stay in good condition. Also taking into
consideration the paths, lawns and hedges on site will also be maintained keeping
the site in good condition aesthetically and safely using regular inspections and
correcting any defects as well as regular scheduled maintenance such as grass and
hedge cutting.
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Task 6: Planting

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)
T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:

Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
City & Guilds candidate ABC1234

No.

Provider name <provider name>

City & Guilds provider No. [geleleiefeler:]

Task(s) 6

Evidence title / description At o]@elolITa'11le]oH
Photographic evidence by assessor

Date submitted by
candidate

DD/MM/YY
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Task 6 - Planting

Assessment themes:

e Plan for establishment: Tree stocks
e [Establish trees

You must plant at least ten whips, feathered whips or cell grown trees and install appropriate
support and protection according to the planting specification provided, using suitable
planting and installation techniques.

Planting specification

Trees to be planted will be whips, feathered whips or cell-grown trees.
Planted in suitably sized planting pits, to an appropriate depth.
Supported appropriately.

Suitable protection installed.

Irrigated appropriately.

a) Select the equipment necessary to carry out the task, from the range provided by the
assessor.

b) Prior to planting you must:
e check the condition of the trees
o verbally report any defects to the assessor
e prepare the trees for planting.

c) Working individually, prepare planting pits and plant the ten trees, to the appropriate
depth, using suitable techniques to meet the planting specification. You must prepare
the planting pits independently.

Additional evidence for this task:
Assessor observation:
o Select tools, equipment and resources: selection of planting spade suitable for the
stock type and size to be planted.
e Check the condition of the plants, report any defects: check roots, foliage, size,
health.
e Prepare planting stock for planting: plants handled with care, prepared for planting.
o Plant trees using a suitable technique (assessors should adapt this to suit specific
planting conditions/requirements):
o Dig planting pit/slit to suitable shape and depth.
o Planting stock inserted into the pit/slit which minimizes damage to the roots.
o Appropriate firming up of the planting pit.
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o Appropriate support and protection installed.
o Tree watered after planting.

Photographic evidence by assessor:
¢ Photo of defective plant.
¢ Photo of planted tree with support installed.
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Candidate evidence

Assessor Observation Form (Task 6)

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture) —

Summer 2025

Candidate Name Candidate number

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessor pack.

Do not allocate marks at this stage.

Assessor observation

Select tools, equipment
and resources: selection
of planting spade suitable
for the stock type and
size to be planted.

Check the condition of the

plants, report any defects:

check roots, foliage, size,
health.

Prepare planting stock for
planting: plants handled
with care, prepared for
planting.

Notes — detfailed, accurate and differentiating notes which
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to

distinguish between different qualities of performance and
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence
has been submitted.

Really good selection of tools and equipment for the task -
able to justify the selection of them, such as the
measuring tools. They also mentioned possible other tools
that might be needed.

Correct and suitable tools and equipment chosen for the
planting task.

The candidate was able to identify some of the issues with
the planting stock and was not able to identify all of the
issues. Discussed some of the issues with the stem - but
needed some guidance in other areas.

Was not very methodical in their approach to checking the
sapling and therefore missed some issues.

Some care was shown towards the sapling whilst
preparing them for planting. This extended to caring for
them as they were being transported to the planting side.

Left some trees behind in the exposed elements - but this
was only a minor issue.
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Plant trees using a suitable technique (assessors should adapt this to suit
specific planting conditions/requirements):

Dig planting pit/slit to
suitable shape and depth.

Planting stock inserted into
the pit/slit which minimizes
damage to the roots.

Appropriate firming up of
the planting pit.

Appropriate support and
protection installed.

Tree watered after planting.

Some guidance was required on the measuring and
location of the sapling. However, trees were planted to the
correct depth and roughly in the right location.

Used standard technique to tree planting to an adequate
standard.

Sapling planted in the slit to an adequate level and will
ensure successful establishment of the trees in the future.

Minimal damaged to the roots shown.

Firming up and mulching of the sapling was done to a
good level and root exposure was minimum.

Cane and guard installed correctly and to within the

planting specification. However, some guidance was
required on adjusted these for more difficult multiple
stemmed saplings.

Basic justification for changes and adjustments.

Trees were watered after planting and mulching with a
good level of care and accuracy.

Internal assessor signature

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record

is finalised.
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Photographic evidence

Planting
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Task 7: Infrastructure Maintenance

Assessment number 8717-405
(eg 1234-033)
T Level in Agriculture, Land Management and Production:

Assessment title Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance
(Arboriculture) Occupational Specialism

Candidate name <first name> <surname>
City & Guilds candidate ABC1234

No.

Provider name <provider name>

City & Guilds provider No. [geleleiefeler:]

Task(s) 7

Evidence title / description At o]@elolITa'11le]oH
Photographic evidence by assessor

Date submitted by
candidate

DD/MM/YY
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Task 7

Assessment themes:
e Perform tree and site maintenance

You must undertake the maintenance of an area of amenity lawn/grass with trees.

The area where the work is to be undertaken will be set by the assessor.

a) You must cut an area of grass:
¢ Inspect the area and identify the maintenance required.

o Select the equipment and PPE needed to carry out the maintenance. The
assessor will provide a range of equipment.

e Carry out pre-start checks on the selected equipment.

e Carry out the required maintenance to the area of lawn/grass, completed to the
appropriate specification, leaving the site in a safe and tidy condition.

e Dispose of arisings in a sustainable manner.

b) You must strim an overgrown area with trees:
¢ Inspect the area and identify the maintenance required.

e Select the equipment and PPE needed to carry out the maintenance. The
assessor will provide a range of equipment.

o Carry out pre-start checks on the selected equipment.

o Carry out the required maintenance without damage to the trees, leaving the site
in a safe and tidy condition.

Additional evidence for this task:
Assessor observation:

e Fora)
o Site is cleared before starting the task.
Correct equipment is selected.
Pre-start checks are carried out and appropriate actions taken.
Check the settings for the height of the cut.
Carry out the work safely, confidently and efficiently.
Dispose of arisings appropriately.
Clean the equipment.
Ensure the site is left in a safe and tidy condition.
)
Site is cleared before starting the task.
Correct equipment and PPE is selected.
Pre-start checks are carried out and appropriate actions taken.
Check the strimmer settings.
Check for damage to the tree.
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o Dispose of arisings appropriately.
o Clean the equipment.
o Ensure the site is left in a safe and tidy condition.

Photographic evidence by assessor:

e Fora)
o Photos showing the area before and after the candidate has carried out the
task.
o Forb)
o Photos showing the area before and after the candidate has carried out the
task.
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Candidate evidence

Assessor Observation Form (Task 7)

8717-405 Trees and Woodland Management and Maintenance (Arboriculture)

Candidate Name Candidate number
(Providername __ Date |

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessor pack.
Do not allocate marks at this stage.

Assessor observation Notes — detailed, accurate and differentiating notes
which identify areas of strength and weakness are

necessary to distinguish between different qualities of
performance and to facilitate accurate allocation of marks
once all evidence has been submitted.

For a)
Site is cleared before They checked the site for any hazards before starting the
starting the task. task
Correct equipment is Correct equipment selected for task as in correct size
selected. mower
Pre-start checks are On the machine they checked condition, pull start,

carried out and appropriate controls and blades conditions
actions taken.

Check the settings for the Hight of blades were checked to make sure correct hight
height of the cut. of grass was going to be done

Carry out the work safely, Work was completed to a good standard making sure all
confidently and efficiently. the area was cut

Dispose of arisings Grass cutting was collected to be disposed of later
appropriately. correctly

Clean the equipment. Mower cleaned checked and put away

Ensure the site is leftin a Area was then checked and made sure it was safe

safe and tidy condition.

For b)

Site is cleared before Site checked before starting any work for hazards
starting the task.

Correct equipment and All correct PPE was worn and used correctly

PPE is selected.
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Pre-start checks are
carried out and appropriate
actions taken.

Check the strimmer
settings.

Check for damage to the
tree.

Dispose of arisings
appropriately.

Clean the equipment.

Ensure the site is left in a
safe and tidy condition.

Strimmer condition was checked and prestart checks
carried out. Controls, pull start cord

Speed controls checked and length of cord was
committed on yhat there was enough to finish the task
Trees in area were checked for any strimmer damage

Any clumps of grass were collected and put with grass
cutting

Strimmer checked and cleaned to a reasonable
standard

Site checked for any other hazards and it was left safe
and tidy

Internal assessor signature _

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record

is finalised.
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Photographic evidence

Grass cutting
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Grass cutting
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Grass cutting
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Principal Moderator Commentary

The candidate demonstrated adequate performance in the theory-based tasks and
slightly better than adequate performance in some elements of the practical tasks,
resulting in an overall pass grade slightly above the pass boundary.

Tree surveying was completed to an adequate standard, with some correct measuring
and surveying techniques demonstrated. The candidate produced a report with an
adequate level of detail and limited use of technical terminology. However, the survey
lacked depth across most data sets, although the included details met the minimum
standard.

In planning operations, the candidate produced a better-than-adequate method
statement, showing some technically accurate knowledge. Nonetheless, the
statement lacked detail, depth, and accuracy in places. There was insufficient
technical detail regarding relevant legislation and environmental considerations,
although the main body of the report was above adequate.

During the large practical task (Task 3), the candidate showed adequate knowledge
of risk assessment and completed most practical elements to a good standard. Site
setups were generally well executed, ensuring safety for planned operations. The
candidate demonstrated good practical ability across most tasks, with some non-
safety-critical errors, typically related to technical accuracy and operational efficiency.
For example, a directional cut was made correctly, but the back cut was misaligned.
Despite this, the branch fell as intended, indicating a minor error in accuracy.

The candidate undertook several planning tasks, including maintenance planning and
a planting plan. Knowledge demonstrated in these tasks was often basic, with a limited
range of factors considered. The work was logically presented but lacked depth and
detail. Some information was missing, such as costings in the planting plan. The
maintenance specification was completed to an adequate level but lacked the breadth
and depth needed to show a broader understanding.

Whip planting was carried out to a good standard. The candidate showed strong ability
in selecting tools and equipment, checking planting stock quality, and planting to
specification. Minor issues were noted, such as leaving some whips exposed to the
elements, but these were identified as minor errors. The assessor noted the candidate
required some reassurance during the process, but overall, the task was completed
to an above adequate to good standard.

In the final task, which focused on maintaining grassed areas using a strimmer, the
candidate demonstrated better-than-adequate ability in preparing tools and
equipment. They used tools safely and completed the work to a minimum industry
standard.

Risk assessments and recording documentation were consistently completed to an
adequate standard. Risk assessments were often basic, covering a limited range of
considerations. However, recording forms were completed to a better standard, with
appropriate use of technical terminology.
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Get in touch

The City & Guilds Quality team are here to answer any queries you may have
regarding your T Level Technical Qualification delivery.

Should you require assistance, please contact us using the details below:

Monday - Friday | 08:30 - 17:00 GMT

T: 0300 303 53 52
E: technicals.quality@cityandguilds.com

W: http://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels

Web chat available here.

The T Level is a qualification approved and managed by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.
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