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Introduction 

Summer 2025 Results 

This document is aimed at providers and learners to help understand the standard that was 

required in the summer 2025 assessment series to achieve an A grade for the 8717-037 

Livestock Employer-Set Project (ESP).  

Providers and learners may wish to use it to benchmark the performance in formative 

assessment against this to help understand a potential grade that may be achieved if a 

learner was to attempt the next summative assessment series.  

The Employer-Set Project is graded A* to E and Unclassified.  

The exemplar evidence provided for the A grade displays the holistic standard required 

across the tasks to achieve the A grade boundary for the summer 2025 series. A slightly 

weaker performance would have resulted in a B grade result being issued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Employer-Set Project brief and tasks can be downloaded from here. 

Important things to note:  

- We discussed the approach to standard setting/maintaining with Ofqual and the other 

awarding organisations before awarding this year. We have agreed to take account of 

the newness of qualifications in how we award this year to recognise that students 

and teachers are less familiar with the assessments (Grading arrangements for VTQs 

and Technical Qualifications within T Levels in the academic year 2024 to 2025), 

whilst also recognising the standards required for these qualifications. 

 

- The exemplar evidence presented, as a whole, was sufficient to achieve the A grade. 

However, performance across the tasks may vary (i.e. some tasks completed to a 

higher/lower standard than an A grade).   

A* 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

U 

Grade 

Strongest performance 

Weakest performance 

 This evidence 
(holistically) 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/-/media/productdocuments/land_based_services/agriculture/8717/assessment-materials/livestock-production/employer-set-project---8717-037/2025-summer/8717-037_esp_summer_2025_materials_v1-0-zip.zip
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading


 

8717-037 Employer-Set Project – Summer 2025 A grade exemplar 3 

Marking of this Employer-Set Project is by task and Assessment Objective, below is a 

summary of these along with the mark achieved by the evidence presented and the 

maximum mark available for each aspect. 

Task 
Assessment Objectives Mark 

achieved 

Max mark 

available 

Task 1 

Research 

- AO1 Plan approach to meeting the 

project brief 

- AO3 Select relevant techniques and 

resources to meet the brief 

5 6 

- AO2b Apply core skills as appropriate 5 6 

Task 2 

Report 

- AO1 Plan approach to meeting the 

project brief 

- AO3 Select relevant techniques and 

resources to meet the brief 

6 9 

- AO2a Apply core knowledge as 

appropriate 
6 9 

- AO2b Apply core skills as appropriate 6 9 

- AO4a Use maths skills as appropriate 3 3 

Task 3 Plan 

- AO1 Plan approach to meeting the 

project brief 

- AO3 Select relevant techniques and 

resources to meet the brief 

5 9 

- AO2a Apply core knowledge as 

appropriate 
5 6 

- AO2b Apply core skills as appropriate 4 6 

- AO4b Use English skills as appropriate 2 3 

Task 4  Evidence generated for Task 4 is not marked, it is utilised in Task 5 

Task 5 

Evaluate and 

present 

- AO2a Apply core knowledge as 

appropriate  

- AO2b Apply core skills as appropriate 

7 9 

- AO5a Realise a project outcome 

- AO5b Review how well the outcome 

meets the brief 

9 12 

- AO4c Use digital skills as appropriate 2 3 
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Task 1 Research 

 

Assessment number  

(e.g. 1234-033) 
8717-037 

Assessment title Employer-Set Project  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 1 

Evidence title / description Research action plan 

Research notes 

List of references 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Research Action Plan  

Candidate Name  Candidate Number  

<first name> <surname>   ABC1234 

Provider Name  Provider Number  

<provider name> 999999a 

  

Goals/Objectives  Topic  
Resources/sources of 

information  
Search criteria  Timeline  

Sustainable farming 

practices   
Soil testing     Why do farmers test soil  1  

Solar panels  
Renewable 

energy   

John nix 2025 and 

google   
Solar panels, index  2   

Waste 

management   
waste  

Proper farm management 

waste guide   

Farm waste management 

methods  
3   

Sustainable farming  Poultry manure   Table from AHDB  
Contents of poultry 

manure   
4  

Prices of animals  Lamb prices   AHDB  Average £ per kilo  5   



 

8717-037 Employer-Set Project – Summer 2025 A grade exemplar 6 

Ai and bull price 

differences   

Which is better 

and more 

efficient   

Google, farmers weekly, 

john nix 2025  

Price of ai and loaning of a 

bull  
6   
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Task 1- research  

 

Cattle enterprise- sex semen 25-45 per straw 150 x 45=6750. 65% percent conception rate 

for ai, 60% for bulls. Have 100 replacement heifers per year and sell any others as in calf 

heifers-. Beef semen straws cost-£15 X 250= 3750  

Lely robotic scrapers inside the cow sheds helps decrease labour, hours on a tractor, less 

diesel usage (better for environment), cow sheds will be cleaner as they will be cleaned more 

regularly, better for health of cow’s feet and help will hygiene. a Lely robot usually can 

manage 70-100 cows they can cost from £25-£70 thousand pounds- 2 Lely robotic scrapers, 

scraping out may still have to be done but not as often and so less labour and slurry.           

150 hectares x 2.47=370 acres for maize barley and wheat. Average 123 acres per crop 

cover crop with stubble turnips and radishes - satisfactory level of protein to fatten livestock, 

put ewes and young stock on it, supplement diet with hay as well or spare silage from dairy 

cows to minimize wastage. And strip graze the cover crop to also minimize wastage.  

Contractors- plant stubble turnips early autumn to cover crop maize and wheat, radishes 

plant in September, good for soil compaction and fast-growing crop ready to harvest by 3-6 

weeks to cover crop barley. Use rotational grazing to manage over consumption. Ground 

may need light cultivation, use a cultivator drill to save time, money, diesel, labour, hours on 

the tractor and more sustainable and efficient, better for environment. *Cultivator drill 

contactor- £60.84 per ha* (john nix book 2025)  

£150 X£ 60.84=£9126 to cover crop                              

  Rest of the land can be used for grass silage- £191.25 per hectare for contractors to do 

grass silage 191.25 X 300= 57,375 per year, so the farm won’t need to get grass for silage 

from 25 miles away and hay instead of grazing land.  

Land- have all the land soil tested to:  

*Optimize Growth-Soil testing provides insights into soil composition and fertility, helping 

farmers make informed decisions for optimal growth and yield. Prevent Soil Degradation: 

Regular testing helps avoid soil degradation, which can lead to loss of fertile soil and 

negatively impact livelihoods. Cost-Effectiveness: Soil analysis is inexpensive and can guide 

farmers in making cost-effective management decisions. Determine Nutrient Needs: Testing 

helps identify nutrient levels, allowing for precise fertilizer application and preventing over-

fertilization, which can harm the environment. Enhance Productivity: Frequent soil testing can 

indicate if current management practices are negatively affecting future productivity and 

profits. By conducting soil tests, farmers can implement targeted soil management strategies 

that enhance both crop yield and environmental sustainability.  Instead of buying grass from 

land 25 miles away either find somewhere closer or utilize the land the farm already owns to 

be more sustainable.* 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&

sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0  

Cow stocking density 1 cow per acre   

  

This Helps save money, time, labour, fertilisers and gives you the highest yielding crops 

possible from your land, which then will help the dairy herd yield higher. Use RB209 to help 

save money and pollute/ have less impact on the environments and for guidance on 

application of manures, fertilizers and slurry on crops/land.  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0
https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0
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Attract birds in the hedge rows around the crop as a natural pesticide. Use crop rotation to 

manage pests and disease, increasing soil health, more cost-efficient saving money on 

fertilizers and pesticides- better for environment. Helps avoid monoculture.  

Rotational grazing for young stock in the summer months to allow crops to arow and recover 

while cattle graze different areas, helps plant growth and maximizes forage use while 

avoiding negative impacts on the environment. Increase soil health and biodiversity.  

Use water conservation methods such as rainwater harvesting, this could be used to wash 

down the parlour as its used 3 times a day, this helps with water waste, saves money and 

energy.  A basic rainwater system can cost from 2,000- 5,000 pounds for this system you will 

need:   

1. Catchment Area: Usually the roof of a building, where rainwater is collected.  

2. Gutters and Downpipes: Channel water from the catchment area to the storage tank.  

3. Filters: Remove large leaves, moss, and other debris from the collected water.  

4. Storage Tank: Holds the collected rainwater for future use.  

5. Pump: Moves water from the storage tank to its point of use (if gravity flow is not 

sufficient).  

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+har

vesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBF

GDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&

PC=U531  

Sustainability-maintain or support a process over time  

Biodiversity- lots of different plant or animal life in the world or one habitat.   

Poultry- stocking density is 9 hens per square meter each shed should be 335 square 

meters, you could fit 70 solar panels per shed there are 4 sheds that’s 280 solar panels total. 

* 6m2 of PV panels is required to generate 1kw of electricity. * (john nix 2025). They can cost 

from £150-350; they should be south facing for ultimate efficiency and unshadow. Could 

Have battery storage to store energy that is not being used can be conserved this is 

sustainable, cost effective and better for the environment, and if there’s lots of excess solar it 

can be sold back to the grid. This is better than petrol generators running all the time. Use 

the hen manure and spread it on crops as its high in nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, and 

calcium.  

 Hens should stay housed due to bird flu regulations. Instead of manually collecting eggs 

have a conveyer belt to collect the eggs, this allows the eggs to be collected more often, less 

labour and eggs will be cleaner. Eggs could be transported in bigger loads and twice a week 

instead of 3 as its so far away, helps carbon footprint and saves money on transport. Or find 

more local sales or install egg vending machines on site or somewhere nearby. This way 

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
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eggs will be fresher, and the farm will get a better price for them. Conveyer belts cost-*The 

galvanized rods with a small contact surface ensure clean eggs and allow gentle guiding of 

the eggs sideways for an optimum system capacity and a high percentage of first grade 

eggs. *https://farmtec.com/egg-conveyors/  

Conveyor Chain for 350mm Lubing Egg Conveyor - Standard Type - 10m-£746.40.   

  

https://www.daltonsupplies.com/products/conveyor-chain-350mm-lubing-egg-conveyor   

335 square meters, width being 15 meters and length being 22.2X4= 88.8 9 rolls would be 

needed to install conveyor belts in all 4 hen sheds. 9x746.40= 6,717.6  

  

Sheep-use rotational grazing for the ewes, letting grazed areas of land rest allows plants to 

renew energy reserves. Adjust timings of rotation to growth of forage. Introduced livestock 

slowly to cover crop allowing them time to adjust to it. “In late pregnancy, ewes fed on root 

crops will generally need additional protein to ensure their nutritional requirements are met” 

AHDB.   

Sheep stocking density ten ewes and fifteen lambs per acre with rotational grazing  

Plant cover crops such as turnips on the wheat, maize and barley stubble for sheep and 

swedes for young beef stock and rotationally graze it instead of giving them the same 3 fields 

each year to help improve soil health and fertility.  

Sheep- lambs are sold for around £312 per lamb which is average £4.7 per kg.  

Lambs are slaughtered fifty miles away at 5 months, could be slaughtered somewhere closer 

or sold in a local market or sold to local butcher.   

Have disinfectant stations-*The cleaning and disinfection tips in this section are 

recommended for equipment, traffic around barns, facilities, feed storage, water troughs, 

animal pens and farm employees*(HFHA website) use foot dips and wheel dips to increase 

biosecurity.  

Use the hen farmyard manure on arable land to decrease cost and use of fertilisers so it’s 

better for environment and saves money so therefore is more sustainable. Use RB209 to test 

soil and send if off so you know what nutrients its lacking and high in.  

Install a water borehole- For the cows mostly but can also be used for the sheep, for things 

like drinking water, washing down the parlour is there if no rainwater. *Water boreholes are 

commonly formed for a reliable source of fresh water, especially in drought conditions. Unlike 

traditional wells, a borehole uses an installed pump to bring clean water to the ground 

surface. Uses: Boreholes can be used for drinking water, sourcing water for irrigation, or 

environmental site assessment to collect soil samples. Benefits: They provide a sustainable 

water supply and reduce the need for mains water. As water costs rise, more people are 

turning to boreholes as a cost-effective alternative to traditional water systems. Not only do 

they offer a steady flow of clean water, but they also promote sustainable practices by 

reducing reliance on mains water. *What Is A Borehole Used For? - GSI Drilling bore holes 

cost about 20-35 thousand  

https://farmtec.com/egg-conveyors/
https://www.daltonsupplies.com/products/conveyor-chain-350mm-lubing-egg-conveyor
https://gsidrilling.co.uk/what-is-a-borehole-used-for/#:~:text=A%20borehole%20is%20a%20narrow%20shaft%20drilled%20deep,supply%20and%20reduce%20the%20need%20for%20mains%20water.
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Biodiversity- *The Countryside Stewardship scheme is a UK government-funded program 

supporting sustainable land management practices and includes the BN11 grant. This grant, 

which focuses on the planting of new hedges, offers a payment rate of £22.97 per meter. * 

Plant new hedge rows on fields encouraging wildlife and natural pesticides reducing the 

amount of fertiliser used, put up good sturdy fencing to protect the hedges from livestock.  

https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/ - 

:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20governmen

t-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.  

You could plant herbal ley on five hectares of the land. There are grants available to plant 

herbal ley £382 per hectare (ha) per year https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-

farms/csam3-herbal-leys £382x5=£1910 to help promote biodiversity   

 *Herbal leys are temporary grasslands made up of legume, herb, and grass species. 

Compared to grass-clover leys, the wide variety of plant species in herbal leys:  

provide more flowers, so they are a better food source for pollinators like bees, butterflies, 

and hoverflies.  

improves soil structure, which benefits soil fauna and increases soil organic matter.  

increases soil fertility, as legumes add nitrogen to the soil.  

captures more carbon from the atmosphere and transfers it to the soil as organic matter.  

reduces runoff, as better soil structure means more water can get into the soil, choose a 

seed mix that has at least-   

-5 species of grass  

-3 species of legumes  

-5 species of herbs or wildflowers*  

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-maintain-herbal-leys/  

waste management   

*1. Organic Waste: Includes plant residues (such as crop leftovers and leaves) and animal 

manure. Organic waste can be valuable for composting and soil enrichment.  

2. Inorganic Waste: Consists of non-biodegradable materials such as plastics, metal 

containers, and chemicals. Proper disposal and recycling of inorganic waste are essential to 

prevent environmental contamination.  

3. Hazardous Waste: Includes chemicals, pesticides, and veterinary medicines that require 

special handling and disposal to avoid health and environmental risks.  

4. Green Waste: Refers to garden waste like grass clippings, branches, and leaves. Green 

waste can often be composted or used as mulch.  

5. Food Waste: Includes spoiled or uneaten food from farm operations, which can be 

composted or fed to livestock in some cases.  

6. Construction and Maintenance Waste: Involves debris from farm construction projects, 

repairs, and maintenance, such as wood, metal scraps, and packaging materials. *   

https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-farms/csam3-herbal-leys
https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-farms/csam3-herbal-leys
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-maintain-herbal-leys/
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https://agric4profits.com/proper-farm-waste-management-guide/  

use proper disposal methods like skips for recycling plastics and metals.  

Health and safety- follow health and safety act 1974 and were correct PPE on farm.   

   

 

  

https://agric4profits.com/proper-farm-waste-management-guide/
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Task 2 Report 

 

Assessment number  

(e.g. 1234-033) 
8717-037 

Assessment title Employer-Set Project  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 2 

Evidence title / description Written report 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 2- report   

Orton farm is a mixed livestock farm that is made up of cattle, sheep, and poultry. I have 

produced sustainable farming practices to introduce with a budget of 150,000 per enterprise. 

The farm has 500 hectares, and 150 hectares is used to grow maize, barley and wheat which 

are then sold. The rest of the land is used for grazing and hay and a small area outside for 

the poultry.  

Cattle  

The first enterprise I have come up sustainable ideas for is cattle. The farm has 400 dairy 

cows, which are housed and calved all year round and milked 3 times a day in a traditional 

parlour, and beef calves sold at 18 months old. The farm also loans dairy and beef bulls from 

a local farm. Replacement dairy heifers are put with the bull at 24 months old. The young 

stock are housed in the winter and grass outdoors for the remainder of the year. The farm 

buys grass for silage from 25 miles away.   

The first sustainable idea I had for the cattle enterprise was to use artificial insemination 

rather than loaning dairy and beef bulls from local farms. I would use Holstein Friesian sex 

semen for 150 cows for my replacement heifers which costs £25-£45 per straw resulting in 

£6750.For the remaining 250 I would use semen from a beef bull which costs about £15 

pounds per straw which comes to a total of 15x250=3750. All together that would be £10,500 

to get all cows in calf per calving year. Another reason I chose to change to AI is because the 

conception rate for AI is 65% whereas its 60% for bulls so AI is more effective and efficient 

than a bull. I also, changed it as having no bull on the farm will be safer for all staff, and 

because the cows are housed all year round it would be slippery and could end up in the bull 

being injured or the cows. With there being 400 cows to inseminate, the farm would have to 

have more than one bull which can get expensive, with AI you have the flexibility to pick 

between different breeds and sex semen. I also would change the age the heifers get in calf; 

I would have the heifers artificially inseminated at 15 months instead of going with the bull 

this is because heifers should be calving at 24 months to get the best possible production in 

the time the animal is on the farm. I would also sell any heifers that I do not need as freshly 

calved heifers which are ranging from £1,500-£2,800. Per year I will have 45 spare heifers to 

be sold. So that would be an additional £67,500-£126,000.AI is better for heifers as they may 

be too small to go with a bull but ready to get in calf, AI enables them to still be able to get in 

calf. AI would be a sustainable farm practice to introduce on farm because it is more efficient, 

and you can keep track on what has been inseminated and what hasn’t this will help keep a 

high milk yield all year round.  

As the dairy cows are housed all year round, I would install 2 Lely robotic scrapers, helps 

decrease labour, hours on a tractor, less diesel and ad blue usage (better for environment), 

cow sheds will be cleaner as they will be cleaned more regularly, better for health of cow’s 

feet saving money on visits from the foot trimmer and help will hygiene.  A Lely robot usually 
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can manage 70-100 cows they can cost from £25-£70 thousand pounds. Scraping out may 

still have to be done but not as often and so less labour and slurry.   

For the 150 hectares that is used for maize, barley and wheat and then sold. I would harvest 

and keep the crop and use it to feed the dairy cows throughout the year and bed the young 

stock on straw through the winter months. After the maize wheat and barley is harvested, I 

would cover crop it with stubble turnips and radishes, this is good for soil health and fertility, 

reduces soil erosion, monoculture, and soil compaction. They are fast growing and can be 

strip grazed by young stock and sheep to minimize waste and over consumption this the 

allows the rest of the land to be used for grass silage and hay rather than grazing. I would 

supplement the stock with hay and spare silage from the dairy cows the minimize wastage. 

Stubble turnips have satisfactory level of protein to fatten livestock. Contractors will plant 

stubble turnips early autumn to cover crop maize and wheat, radishes plant in September, 

good for soil compaction and fast-growing crop ready to harvest by 3-6 weeks to cover crop 

barley. The ground may need light cultivation, use a cultivator drill to save time, money, 

diesel, ad blue, labour, hours on the tractor, more sustainable and efficient and better for 

environment. *Cultivator drill contactor- £60.84 per ha* (john nix book 2025)   

£150 X£ 60.84=£9126 to cover crop       

Rest of the land can be used for grass silage- £191.25 per hectare for contractors to do 

grass silage and hay bales 191.25 X 250= 47,812.5 and 50 hectares for Hay bales, you get 

5-10 bales per hectare depending on the yield. £7.71per bale (john nix 2025) 

7.71x5=38.55per hectare 38.55x 50 hectares= £1927.6 or 7.71x10= 77.1 per hectare 

77.1x50=3,855. So, depending on the yield for the 50 hectares of hay bales it can cost from 

£1927-3,855. I then would not need to buy grass from 25 miles away Saving money on 

diesel, saving money on buying it, ferrying it back, putting less hours on machinery, less 

labour and less impact on the environment so therefore more sustainable.       

I would have all the land soil tested by RB209 this is too:  

*Optimize Growth-Soil testing provides insights into soil composition and fertility, helping 

farmers make informed decisions for optimal growth and yield.   

Prevent Soil Degradation: Regular testing helps avoid soil degradation, which can lead to 

loss of fertile soil and negatively impact livelihoods.  

 Cost-Effectiveness: Soil analysis is inexpensive and can guide farmers in making cost-

effective management decisions.  

 Determine Nutrient Needs: Testing helps identify nutrient levels, allowing for precise fertilizer 

application and preventing over-fertilization, which can harm the environment.  

 Enhance Productivity: Frequent soil testing can indicate if current management practices are 

negatively affecting future productivity and profits.  
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 By conducting soil tests, farmers can implement targeted soil management strategies that 

enhance both crop yield and environmental sustainability. * 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&

sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0  

  

Instead of buying grass from land 25 miles away utilize the land the farm already owns to be 

more sustainable. Soil testing will be a sustainable farm practice as it will help the farm 

understand the exact amounts of slurry, farmyard muck and fertilizer the land needs for the 

best conditions to get the best growth off the crops which will help the dairy herd yield higher. 

This will save money on fertilizers, contractors and labour and it will be better for the 

environment as it will prevent over application which can cause soil contamination and 

nutrient run off. It will have less emissions into the atmosphere. Using RB209 for guidance on 

application of manures, fertilizers, and slurry on crops/land. Attracting birds in the hedge 

rows around the crop as a natural pesticide. Use crop rotation to manage pests and disease, 

increasing soil health, more cost-efficient saving money on fertilizers and pesticides- better 

for environment. Helps avoid monoculture. I would also implement rotational grazing for 

young stock in the summer months to allow crops to grow and recover while cattle graze 

different areas, helps plant growth and maximizes forage use while avoiding negative 

impacts on the environment. Increase soil health and biodiversity.  

I would implement water conservation methods such as rainwater harvesting, this is a 

sustainable method as it could be used to wash down the parlour as its used 3 times a day, 

this helps with water waste, saves money and energy.  A basic rainwater system can cost 

from 2,000- 5,000 pounds for this system you will need:  

1. *Catchment Area: Usually the roof of a building, where rainwater is collected.  

2. Gutters and Downpipes: Channel water from the catchment area to the storage tank.  

3. Filters: Remove large leaves, moss, and other debris from the collected water.  

4. Storage Tank: Holds the collected rainwater for future use.  

5. Pump: Moves water from the storage tank to its point of use (if gravity flow is not 

sufficient). *  

https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+har

vesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBF

GDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&

PC=U531  

  

I would Install a water borehole. For the cows mostly but can also be used for the sheep and 

hens, this sustainable practice would be a good investment as can be used for all enterprises 

and it’s a free water supply to the farm after it makes its money back which will be like 5 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0
https://www.bing.com/search?q=why+do+farmers+soil+test&qs=HS&pq=why+do+&sk=HS1&sc=12-7&cvid=B0349D29CD1D4BF48B2419FBBD393E30&FORM=QBRE&sp=2&lq=0
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?pglt=163&q=what+do+you+need+for+a+basic+rain+water+harvesting+system&cvid=3b94d39ea4d14c1d9df8fa8eed991cc8&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQ6QcY_FXSAQkxOTkxOGowajGoAgCwAgA&FORM=ANNAB1&PC=U531
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years, will be used for things like drinking water, washing down the parlour if there is no 

rainwater. *Water boreholes are commonly formed for a reliable source of fresh water, 

especially in drought conditions. Unlike traditional wells, a borehole uses an installed pump 

to bring clean water to the ground surface. Uses: Boreholes can be used for drinking water, 

sourcing water for irrigation, or environmental site assessment to collect soil samples. 

Benefits: They provide a sustainable water supply and reduce the need for mains water. As 

water costs rise, more people are turning to boreholes as a cost-effective alternative to 

traditional water systems. Not only do they offer a steady flow of clean water, but they also 

promote sustainable practices by reducing reliance on mains water. *What Is A Borehole 

Used For? - GSI Drilling bore holes cost about 15-20 thousand   

  

  

Poultry   

For the poultry enterprise the farm has 12,000 laying hens, housed in 4 sheds of 3,000, with 

access to a secure outdoor area. Use of petrol generators to provide electricity to sheds and 

fencing. The eggs are manually collected into trays and are sold and transported 3 times a 

week to a supermarket warehouse 50 miles away. A local wholesaler supplies the chicken 

feed. stocking density is 9 hens per square meter each shed should be around 335 square 

meters, you could fit 70 solar panels per shed there are 4 sheds that’s 280 solar panels total, 

you would be able to fit more but with 70 solar panels you would be able to fit them on one 

side of the chicken shed unshaded and south facing, this maximizes the amount of sunlight 

and energy made by the solar panels, creating an sufficient use of the solar panels, this is 

sustainable as you will make your money back quicker.* 6m2 of PV panels are required to 

generate 1kw of electricity. * (john nix 2025) Solar panels can cost anywhere from £150-

£350. 280x150=42,000 280x350=£98,000 so they can cost anywhere from £42,000-£98,000. 

I would also consider implementing battery storage to store energy that is not being used it 

can then be conserved this is sustainable, cost effective and better for the environment, and 

if there is lots of excess solar it can be sold back to the grid which will help speed up the 

payback period. This is more efficient than petrol generators running all the time. Solar 

panels have a positive impact on the environment.  

I would use the hen manure and spread it on crops as its higher than cow manure high in 

nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, sulphur, magnesium, and potash. Hen manure has higher 

percentage of nutrients and sheep manure it is a better organic fertiliser, so I will utilise the 

hen manure and plan where and what it is spread on. It will save the farm money on fertiliser 

and additional labour, and less impact on nature, and reduce soil compaction from tractors 

and increase soil health and fertility. Therefore, more sustainable. I would prioritise the hen 

manure for my maize, barley and wheat and plough it in and have the soil assessed by 

RB209 to see if it needs any additional fertilisers. I would do this so that I get high yields off 

https://gsidrilling.co.uk/what-is-a-borehole-used-for/#:~:text=A%20borehole%20is%20a%20narrow%20shaft%20drilled%20deep,supply%20and%20reduce%20the%20need%20for%20mains%20water.
https://gsidrilling.co.uk/what-is-a-borehole-used-for/#:~:text=A%20borehole%20is%20a%20narrow%20shaft%20drilled%20deep,supply%20and%20reduce%20the%20need%20for%20mains%20water.
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the maize, wheat and barley and it will be used for parts of the dairy herds diet, which will 

result in high milk yields.  

I would limit the hens to staying inside, my reasoning for this is due to bird flu regulations. If 

the hens were to get bird flu all the hens on the farm would have to be killed, this would have 

a massive impact on the income as it would cost money to have the birds killed and disposed 

of and there would be no regular income from the eggs.  For another sustainable practice, 

instead of manually collecting eggs I would install a conveyer belt to collect the eggs, this 

allows the eggs to be collected more often, less labour and eggs will be in better condition 

and cleaner.*The galvanized rods with a small contact surface ensure clean eggs and allow 

gentle guiding of the eggs sideways for an optimum system capacity and a high percentage 

of first grade eggs. *https://farmtec.com/egg-conveyors/  

Conveyor Chain for 350mm Lubing Egg Conveyor - Standard Type - 10m-£746.40. 

https://www.daltonsupplies.com/products/conveyor-chain-350mm-lubing-egg-conveyor   

335 square meters, width being 15 meters and length being 22.2m per shed X4 sheds= 

88.8m 9 rolls would be needed to install conveyor belts in all 4 hen sheds. 9x746.40= 

6,717.6  

Eggs could be transported twice a week instead of 3 times as it is far away, helps carbon 

footprint, impact on the environment and saves money on transport. Or find somewhere 

more local to sell some of the eggs to.  

For biosecurity I would make sure anyone coming on and off the farm is sanitized to avoid 

bringing disease onto the farm. I would also make sure that when bringing stock onto the 

farm they are isolated for 2-3 weeks and make sure sheds and housing are properly 

disinfected to prevent passing of disease through the animals. I Would have disinfectant 

stations because there are transport and vehicles coming on and off farm frequently-*The 

cleaning and disinfection tips in this section are recommended for equipment, traffic around 

barns, facilities, feed storage, water troughs, animal pens and farm employees*(HFHA 

website) use foot dips and wheel dips to increase biosecurity.  

  

  

Sheep  

The farm has 500 breeding ewes, the ewes lamb outdoors. Most of the lambs are reared and 

sold for meat at 5 months in a slaughterhouse 50 miles away. A small percentage of lambs 

are kept for replacements each year and the sheep graze the same 3 fields each year.  

My first sustainable farm practice would be to implement rotational grazing for the ewes, 

letting grazed areas of land rest allows plants to renew energy reserves. Adjust timings of 

rotation to growth of forage. Introduced livestock slowly to cover crop allowing them time to 

adjust to it. Another sustainable practice I would use is plant cover crops such as turnips on 

https://farmtec.com/egg-conveyors/
https://www.daltonsupplies.com/products/conveyor-chain-350mm-lubing-egg-conveyor
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the wheat, maize, and barley stubble for sheep instead of giving them the same 3 fields each 

year to help improve soil health and fertility. There would be 150 hectares of cover crop to 

graze and that would be split accordingly between beef calves, dairy heifers and ewes and 

lambs. Stocking density for a cow is 1 cow per acre and for sheep it is ten ewes and fifteen 

lambs per acre with rotational grazing. *In late pregnancy, ewes fed on root crops will need 

additional protein to ensure their nutritional requirements are met* AHDB. The ewes will then 

be supplemented with hay like the cattle will.  

Lambs are sold Lambs are slaughtered fifty miles away at 5 months, I would change it to see 

if they could be slaughtered somewhere closer or sold in a local market or sold to local 

butcher. This will save money on transport costs and may even receive higher prices for the 

lambs from market.  

Biodiversity- *The Countryside Stewardship scheme is a UK government-funded program 

supporting sustainable land management practices and includes the BN11 grant. This grant, 

which focuses on the planting of new hedges, offers a payment rate of £22.97 per meter. * I 

would plant new hedge rows on fields encouraging wildlife and natural pesticides reducing 

the amount of pesticides used. But plant new hedgerows were there is no livestock to 

eliminate damage to the growing hedges.  

https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/ - 

:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20governmen

t-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.  

I would also plant herbal ley on five hectares of the land. There are grants available to plant 

herbal ley £382 per hectare (ha) per year https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-

farms/csam3-herbal-leys £382x5=£1910 to help promote biodiversity   

 *Herbal leys are temporary grasslands made up of legume, herb, and grass species. 

Compared to grass-clover leys, the wide variety of plant species in herbal leys: provide more 

flowers, so they are a better food source for pollinators like bees, butterflies, and hoverflies. 

Improves soil structure, which benefits soil fauna and increases soil organic matter. 

Increases soil fertility, as legumes add nitrogen to the soil. Captures more carbon from the 

atmosphere and transfers it to the soil as organic matter. Reduces runoff, as better soil 

structure means more water can get into the soil, choose a seed mix that has at least,5 

species of grass, 3 species of legumes, 5 species of herbs or wildflowers*  

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-maintain-herbal-leys/  

For waste management I will dispose of all different wastes properly and according to proper 

farm waste management guide and use proper disposal methods like skips for recycling 

plastics and metals.  

  

https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://stewardshiphedges.co.uk/countryside-stewardship-grant-bn11/#:~:text=The%20Countryside%20Stewardship%20scheme%20is%20a%20UK%20government-funded,offers%20a%20payment%20rate%20of%20%C2%A322.97%20per%20meter.
https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-farms/csam3-herbal-leys
https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-farms/csam3-herbal-leys
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/create-and-maintain-herbal-leys/
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*1. Organic Waste: Includes plant residues (such as crop leftovers and leaves) and animal 

manure. Organic waste can be valuable for composting and soil enrichment.  

2. Inorganic Waste: Consists of non-biodegradable materials such as plastics, metal 

containers, and chemicals. Proper disposal and recycling of inorganic waste are essential to 

prevent environmental contamination.  

3. Hazardous Waste: Includes chemicals, pesticides, and veterinary medicines that require 

special handling and disposal to avoid health and environmental risks.  

4. Green Waste: Refers to garden waste like grass clippings, branches, and leaves. Green 

waste can often be composted or used as mulch.  

5. Food Waste: Includes spoiled or uneaten food from farm operations, which can be 

composted or fed to livestock in some cases.  

6. Construction and Maintenance Waste: Involves debris from farm construction projects, 

repairs, and maintenance, such as wood, metal scraps, and packaging materials. *   

https://agric4profits.com/proper-farm-waste-management-guide/  

For health and safety, I will make sure all staff and anyone who enters the farm follows 

health and safety act 1974 and wears correct PPE on farm.   

To conclude I have decided to keep the practices of the sheep the same. This is because 

they are not costing the business as much money as the cows and hens do. The sheep also 

have less environmental impact. How ever the cows and hens there are more sustainable 

practices that can be implemented, that also have positive impacts on the environment and 

the business. They also bring in more money to the business as they have a more regular 

and frequent income. For example, the dairy cows produce milk every day, and the hens 

produce eggs every day.  

  

  

https://agric4profits.com/proper-farm-waste-management-guide/
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Task 3 plan   

For Orton farm I have implemented sustainable farming practices into two enterprises, the 

enterprises I have chosen to change are chickens and cows. My reason for this is I believe 

there are more sustainable practices I can implement to positively impact the environment; 

the animals and the businesses profit and income.  

Cattle  

Year 1 -In the first year I would introduce Artificial insemination rather than loaning dairy and 

beef bulls from local farms. I would use Holstein Friesian sex semen for 150 cows for my 

replacement heifers which costs £25-£45 per straw resulting in £6750.For the remaining 250 

I would use semen from a beef bull which costs about £15 pounds per straw which comes to 

a total of 15x250=3750. All together that would be £10,500 to get all cows in calf per calving 

year. The reason I would implement this into the first year as it is the cheapest and easiest 

change I have chosen for this enterprise. Another reason I chose to change to AI is because 

the conception rate for AI is 65% whereas its 60% for bulls so AI is more effective and 

efficient than a bull. I also, changed it as having no bull on the farm will be safer for all staff 

and improves health and safety on the farm. The cows are housed all year round it would 

therefore it could be slippery, and it may result in the bull being injured or the cows. There 

are 400 dairy cows and heifers to inseminate, the farm would have to have more than one 

bull which can get expensive, with AI you have the flexibility to pick between different breeds 

and sex semen. I also would change the age the heifers get in calf; I would have the heifers 

artificially inseminated at 15 months instead of going with the bull this is because heifers 

should be calving at 24 months to get the best possible production in the time the animal is 

on the farm.  

Year 2-  In the second year I would implement water conservation methods such as 

rainwater harvesting, this is a sustainable method as it could be used to wash down the 

parlour as its used 3 times a day, this helps with water waste, saves money and energy.  A 

basic rainwater system can cost from 2,000- 5,000 pounds for this system. I would also 

Install a water borehole. For the cows mostly but can also be used for the hens, this 

sustainable practice would be a good investment as can be used for all enterprises and it’s a 

free water supply to the farm after it makes its money back which will be like 5 years bore 

holes cost about 15-20 thousand, will be used for things like drinking water, washing down 

the parlour if there is no rainwater. It will be useful in drought conditions; it is a consistent 

reliable source of water and reduces the need for mains water.  

  

Year 3- In the third year I would implement 2 Lely robotic scrapers this is because the dairy 

cows are housed all year round. A Lely robot can manage about 70 to 100 cows. They can 

cost from £25-£70 thousand pounds. Scraping out may still have to be done but not as often 

and so less labour, slurry, hours on a tractor, less diesel and ad blue usage (better for 

environment), cow sheds will be cleaner as they will be cleaned more regularly, better for 

health of cow’s feet saving money on visits from the foot trimmer and help will hygiene. The 

slurry from the cows will be spread on the fields to help the crops yield higher.  
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Hens  

For the poultry enterprise the farm has 12,000 laying hens, housed in 4 sheds of 3,000, with 

access to a secure outdoor area. Use of petrol generators to provide electricity to sheds and 

fencing. The eggs are manually collected into trays and are sold and transported 3 times a 

week to a supermarket warehouse 50 miles away. A local wholesaler supplies the chicken 

feed.  

 Year 1- In year one I will install solar Pannels. Stocking density is 9 hens per square meter 

each shed should be around 335 square meters, I would put 70 solar panels per shed there 

are 4 sheds that’s 280 solar panels total,  I could fit more but with 70 solar panels you would 

be able to fit them on one side of the hen shed unshaded and south facing, this maximizes 

the amount of sunlight and energy made by the solar panels, creating an sufficient use of the 

solar panels, this is sustainable as you will make your money back quicker. Solar panels can 

cost anywhere from £150-£350. 280x150=42,000 280x350=£98,000 so they can cost 

anywhere from £42,000-£98,000.  

 Year 2 - In the second year for another sustainable practice, instead of manually collecting 

eggs I would install a conveyer belt to collect the eggs, this allows the eggs to be collected 

more often, less labour and eggs will be in better condition and cleaner. The conveyor is 

galvanized rods with a small contact surface this will allow the eggs to gently move along. A 

Conveyor Chain cost for 350mm Lubing Egg Conveyor - Standard Type - 10m-£746.40. I 

had worked out the shed would have to be about 335 square meters to house the number of 

hens there are. 335 square meters, width being 15 meters and length being 22.2m per shed 

X4 sheds= 88.8m 9 rolls would be needed to install conveyor belts in all 4 hen sheds. 

9x746.40= 6,717.6. This change would be more efficient, it would reduced waste of broken or 

dirty unsaleable eggs. It would save time on staff and help the business to be more 

successful and profitable. It will allow staff to spend more time focusing on the health and 

welfare of the hens. Some of the eggs could be sold locally and the rest could be transported 

twice a week to a supermarket 50 miles away. Selling eggs locally will help reduce carbon 

footprint and it will also reduce transport costs and money deducted from profits.  

Year 3 In the third year the last sustainable practice I will use soil testing and utilizing the hen 

manure. This is because hen manure is high in nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus, sulphur, 

magnesium, and potash. Hen manure has high percentage of nutrients. It is a good organic 

fertilizer so I will then utilise the hen manure and plan where and on what it is spread on to. 

Spreading hen manure is sustainable as it reduces the need for fertilizers. It will save the 

farm money on fertiliser and additional labour, and less impact on nature, and reduce soil 

compaction from tractors and increase soil health and fertility. I will use RB209 as it will also 

be sustainable and cost effective to the business. It will allow me to know the percentage of 

nutrients in the soil and what soil type, this enables me to know what crops would yield best 

on what fields and what each field are lacking nutrients in so I can then spread fertilizer and 

get the best possible yield off the crop.   

  

Summary-  

 In the first year I am introducing artificial insemination in the cattle enterprise costing a total 

of £10,500. I am going to use AI to increase the conception rate of the cows getting in calf as 

its 65% for AI whereas its 60% for a bull. Using AI would allow me the choice of what cows 

get in calf to what breed of bull without splitting up the herd. It is a sustainable practice as it 
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allows you to know what cows have and have not been inseminated, it also allows you to 

know the date the cow was inseminated and the breed of the calf. It would also be safter for 

all staff and the cows not having a bull on farm, as depending on the breed the bull may be 

aggressive or as the cows are housed it may be slippery, and the cows could the injured 

leading to loss of profits. AI will enable the cows to get into calf to semen with good genetics 

which then results in the best possible offspring. You can also have sex semen which will 

allow me to pick the best yielding cows and get them in calf with a dairy heifer. AI is better for 

heifers as they may be too small to go with a bull but ready to get in calf, AI enables them to 

still be able to get in calf.  

Also, in the first year for the hens I am installing solar panels costing a total of £42,000-

£98,000. I am installing solar panels so that the farm doesn’t have to use petrol powdered 

generators to power the hen sheds. Solar panels are more sustainable as they are efficient 

and better for the environment. If there is lots of excess solar it can be sold back to the grid 

which will help speed up the payback period. This is more efficient than petrol generators 

running all the time. Solar panels have a positive impact on the environment.  

In the second year for cattle, I am introducing water conservation methods like rainwater 

harvesting costing £2,000-£5,000 and a bore hole costing £15,000-£20,000. This is a 

sustainable method as it could be used to wash down the parlour as its used 3 times a day, 

this helps with water waste, saves money and energy. It also reduces the reliance on the 

mains water supply making it more sustainable and will be useful in extreme weather 

conditions like drought.  

Also in the second year for the hen’s enterprise I will install a conveyor belt to collect the 

eggs, this allows the eggs to be collected more often, less labour and eggs will be in better 

condition and cleaner. The conveyor is galvanized rods with a small contact surface this will 

allow the eggs to gently move along. The eggs will be collected more often, and they will be 

cleaner and there will be reduced damaged ones. This is sustainable as it there is less 

waste. This costs about £6,717.6.  

In the third year for the cattle enterprise, I will install 2 Lely robotic scrapers. A Lely robot can 

manage about 70 to 100 cows. They can cost from £25-£70 thousand pounds. Scraping out 

may still have to be done but not as often and so less labour, slurry, hours on a tractor, less 

diesel and ad blue usage this will positively impact the environment, cow sheds will be 

cleaner as they will be cleaned more regularly, better for health of cow’s feet saving money 

on visits from the foot trimmer and help will hygiene. This is sustainable as it helps with 

health of the animals which then will result in higher yield off the cows therefore result in 

more efficient farming.  

Also, in the third year for the hen enterprise I will use soil testing and hen manure to spread 

on crops. This will enable me to know what level of nutrients each field has and what I need 

to do if they are lacking in nutrients. Hen muck is high in high in nitrogen, potassium, 

phosphorus, sulphur, magnesium, and potash so I will utilize the hen muck before I use 

additional fertilizers as it will save the farm money as it is being resource full and all it is 

better for the environment.  
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Task(s) 4 

Evidence title / description Candidate Feedback Form 

Peer Review Form 

 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Candidate Feedback Form 

Candidate’s Notes  

Think about what brad to AI to for beef-Angus, British blues. 

Wildflower strips in buffer zones, increase pollinators, increase yield 

Cover slurry, stop rain water diluting it, helping grow crops better. 
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Peer Review Form 

Candidate Name  Candidate Number  

<first name> < surname> ABC1234 

Provider Name  Provider Number  

<provider name>  999999a 

Peer Review Name(s)  

<first name> <surname>, <first name> <surname>, <first name> <surname> 

 

Questions for reviewers to 

consider:  
Feedback  

How well do the chosen 

livestock enterprises meet 

the requirements of the 

project brief? 

Candidate has researched sustainable farming well as she 

has planted cover crops and hedge rows.   

How well have the costs 

been considered for the 

labour requirements and 

husbandry requirements for 

the chosen enterprise?  

Researched costings and figures. 

 
 

 



 

8717-037 Employer-Set Project – Summer 2025 A grade exemplar 27 

Task 5 Evaluate and present 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-037 

Assessment title Employer-Set Project  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 5 

Evidence title / description Presentation materials 

Note: Presentation recording is not included in this 

document. Please refer to the commentary in its place. 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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8717-037 Employer-Set Project – Summer 2025 A grade exemplar 33 
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Presentation commentary 

 

Presentation 

After being introduced by the tutor, the candidate summarised the project. The candidate 

spoke clearly, made regular eye contact with the audience and elaborated on points from 

their presentation, demonstrating very good communication skills. As a result of the 

candidate elaborating on points from their presentation, they were able to demonstrate 

very good application of core knowledge and understanding throughout.  

The candidate justified their recommendations with very good detail and supported with 

statistics, demonstrating deeper understanding. Conclusions were supported well that 

considered all elements of the project brief, including sustainability and biosecurity. The 

candidate could have added more detail using the peer feedback gained from Task 4.  

The candidate demonstrated very good digital skills including clear information and bullet 

pointed sections with a very good range of colour. The candidate also demonstrated very 

good design skills. 

 

Q & A session 

The candidate responded well to the questions, providing very good technical detail and 

reasoning within their responses. The candidate was able to demonstrate core knowledge 

and provided very good justifications with examples. 
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Get in touch 

The City & Guilds Quality team are here to answer any queries you may have 

regarding your T Level Technical Qualification delivery.  

 

Should you require assistance, please contact us using the details below: 

 

Monday - Friday | 08:30 - 17:00 GMT 
 

T: 0300 303 53 52 

E: technicals.quality@cityandguilds.com 

W: http://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels 

 

Web chat available here. 

The T Level is a qualification approved and managed by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.    

Copyright in this document belongs to, and is used under licence from, the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical 

Education, © 2025. ‘T-LEVELS’ is a registered trade mark of the Department for Education. ‘T Level’ is a registered 

trade mark of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. ‘Institute for Apprenticeships & Technical 

Education’ and logo are registered trade marks of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.    

We make every effort to ensure that the information contained in this publication is true and correct at the time of going 

to press. However, City & Guilds’ products and services are subject to continuous development and improvement, and 

the right is reserved to change products and services from time to time. City & Guilds cannot accept responsibility for 

any loss or damage arising from the use of information in this publication.   

City & Guilds is a trade mark of City & Guilds Limited (Reg No 16513878). City and Guilds, Giltspur House, 5–6 

Giltspur Street, London EC1A 9DE.  
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