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Introduction 

Summer 2025 Results 

This document is aimed at providers and learners to help understand the standard that was 

required in the summer 2025 assessment series to achieve a pass grade for the 8717-403 

Livestock Production Occupational Specialism (OS).  

The grade standard exemplification evidence (Grade SEM) provided for the pass grade 

displays the holistic standard required across the tasks to achieve the pass grade boundary 

in the Summer 2025 series.  

The aim of these materials is to provide examples of knowledge, skills and understanding 

that attested to 4 marks above pass standard (threshold competence) in Summer 2025. It is 

important to note that in live assessments a candidate’s performance is very likely to exhibit 

a spikey profile and standard of performance will vary across tasks.  

The Occupational Specialism is graded Distinction, Merit, Pass or Unclassified.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pass grade boundary is based on a synoptic mark across all tasks. The materials in this 

Grade SEM are separated into two sections as described below. Materials are presented 

against a number of tasks from the assignment.  

 

Task 

This section details the tasks that the candidate has been asked to carry out. What needs to 

be submitted for marking and any additional evidence required including any 

photograph/video evidence. Also referenced in this section are the assessment themes the 

candidates were marked against when completing the tasks within it. In addition, candidate 

evidence that was or was not included or not been included in this Grade SEM has also been 

identified within this section.  

In this Grade SEM there is candidate evidence from:  

Task 1 – Husbandry tasks 

• Task 1a 

• Task 1b 

 

 

Distinction 

Merit 

Pass 

Unclassified 
Weakest performance 

Grade 
Strongest performance 

 This evidence (holistically) 
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Task 2 – Rearing 

• Task 2a 

• Task 2b 

 

Task 3 – Livestock production 

• Task 3a 

• Task 3b 

• Task 3c 

• Task 3d 

 

Task 4 – Feeding and accommodation 

• Task 4a 

• Task 4b 

• Task 4c 

 

Task 5 – Crop production 

• Task 5a 

• Task 5b 

• Task 5c 

 

Task 6 – Machinery and equipment 

 

Task 7 – Estate maintenance 

• Task 7a 

• Task 7b 

• Task 7c 

• Task 7d 

 

Task 8 – Environment and accommodation 

 

Task 9 – Health, welfare and performance 

 

Task 10 – Areas surrounding the livestock production environment 

 

Task 11 – Performance data 

 

 

Candidate evidence  

This section includes exemplars of candidate work, photographs of the work in production (or 

completed) and assessor observation records of the assessment completed by provider 

assessors. This was evidence that was captured as part of the assessment and then 

internally marked by the provider assessor. 

 

The Occupational Specialism brief and tasks can be downloaded from here.  

 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/-/media/productdocuments/land_based_services/agriculture/8717/assessment-materials/livestock-production/occupational-specialism/september-2023-cohort---8717-403/2025-summer/8717-403_os_livestock_production_summer_2025_v1-0-zip.zip
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Important things to note:  

- We discussed the approach to standard setting/maintaining with Ofqual and the other 

awarding organisations before awarding this year. We have agreed to take account of the 

newness of qualifications in how we award this year to recognise that students and 

teachers are less familiar with the assessments 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-

2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading), whilst also recognising the 

standards required for these qualifications. 

 

- The evidence presented, as a whole, was sufficient to achieve the pass grade and was 

marked 4 marks above the pass boundary. However, performance across the tasks may 

vary (i.e. some tasks completed to a higher/lower standard than pass grade).  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025/ofqual-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2025#grading
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Grade descriptors  

 

To achieve a pass (threshold competence), a candidate will be able to:  

 

Demonstrate an adequate level of performance that meets the requirements of the tasks and  

demonstrates the sound technical skills and techniques for carrying out routine husbandry 

tasks associated with breeding, rearing and production of livestock to adequate standards 

and is able to enter the industry to begin to work in the occupational area. 

 

Demonstrate an adequate understanding of human-animal interaction, applying safe and 

welfare orientated techniques when handling livestock. 

 

Interpret technical information, plan, assess risk and follow safe working methods 

appropriately when applying practical skills to an adequate standard to satisfy the 

requirements of the tasks. 

 

Work within relevant environmental and health and safety legislation and regulations. 

 

Undertake adequate preparation of machinery and equipment to safely undertake tasks, 

applying all needed control measures during tasks. 

 

Undertake adequate preparation of working areas to allow safe working, acknowledging 

potential risks and applying acceptable control measures during tasks. 

 

Mostly use technical terminology accurately in plans, reports and documentation. 
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Task 1a – Husbandry tasks 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 1a 

Evidence title / description • Risk assessment (Figure 4) 

• Medicine treatment record (Figure 3) 

• Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

 

 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 1a – Husbandry Tasks 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and welfare (PO2) 

• Health and welfare (PO3) 

• Handling (PO3) 

 

You must carry out routine husbandry tasks for sheep by completing the following: 

i) Complete one risk assessment for all routine husbandry tasks listed in parts ii) 
and iii). 

 

ii) Work with two others to safely move 6 – 10 sheep from a yard/pen/small field into 
a handling area. 

 

iii) Work on your own to carry out the following routine husbandry tasks on one 
sheep: 

• Check weighing equipment. 

• Check dosing equipment. 

• Safely restrain the sheep using appropriate equipment. 

• Carry out a full health assessment and observation of the sheep to 
determine its suitability for breeding.  

• Identify the sheep using a digital tag reader. 

• Weigh the sheep. 

• Administer oral treatment (drench). 

• Complete the necessary records relevant to Task 1a.  

 

You must make notes whilst carrying out the full health assessment and observation of one 

sheep to determine its suitability for breeding, in preparation for the written tasks in Task 1b. 

The templates for the risk assessment (Figure 4) and medicine treatment record (Figure 3) 

report will be provided to you by your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Work with two others to safely move 6 – 10 sheep from a yard/pen/small field into a 
handling area. 

• Check weighing equipment. 

• Check dosing equipment. 

• Safely restrain one sheep using appropriate equipment. 

• Carry out a full health assessment on one sheep. 

• Identify one sheep using a digital tag reader. 

• Weigh one sheep. 

• Administer oral treatment (drench). 
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Video evidence: 

• Work with two others to safely move 6 – 10 sheep from a yard/pen/small field into a 
handling area. 

• Check weighing equipment. 

• Check dosing equipment. 

• Safely restrain one sheep using appropriate equipment. 

• Weigh one sheep. 

• Administer oral treatment (drench) to one sheep. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Risk Assessment 

Figure 4: Risk assessment  

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Item 

no. 

What are the 

hazards? 

Who might be 

harmed and 

how? 

What precautions 

are already in 

place? 

Risk 

rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low) 

What further action 

is necessary? 

Action by who 

and when? 

Residual 

risk rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low / 

Trivial) 

1 Slips, trips and falls 

The staff 

conducting the 

health check 

Dry and non-slip floor 

Clean working area 

PPE requirements 

medium N/A N/A medium 

Candidate 

name 
 Candidate number  

Task / Activity Task 1a, Risk assessment for Health check  Location  

Assessor 

name 
 

Date of 

assessment 
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Item 

no. 

What are the 

hazards? 

Who might be 

harmed and 

how? 

What precautions 

are already in 

place? 

Risk 

rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low) 

What further action 

is necessary? 

Action by who 

and when? 

Residual 

risk rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low / 

Trivial) 

2 Harm from livestock 

The staff 

conducting the 

health check 

A well-made 

livestock handling 

system 

PPE Requirements 

medium N/A N/A medium 

3 disease 

The staff may 

come into contact 

with disease 

whilst conducting 

health check 

PPE to cover skin medium 

masks could be given to 

stop the transmission for 

respiratory diseases to 

humans 

The farm 

manager and 

staff 

low 

4 
Pulling muscles, 

cramps and aches  

The staff whilst 

with straining the 

sheep 

Follow taught 

procedure to with 

strain sheep and turn 

them over 

low N/A N/A low 
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Item 

no. 

What are the 

hazards? 

Who might be 

harmed and 

how? 

What precautions 

are already in 

place? 

Risk 

rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low) 

What further action 

is necessary? 

Action by who 

and when? 

Residual 

risk rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low / 

Trivial) 

5 
Cuts, grazes or 

bruises 

The staff and 

animals 
PPE  high 

Remove anything with a 

sharp edge that may harm 

staff or animals 

Staff and farm 

manager 
Low 

 

 

Date of assessment:  Risk assessment carried out by: [candidate name]  

Date of assessment:  Risk assessment reviewed by assessor: [assessor name] 
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Completed Medicine Treatment Record 

Figure 3: Medicine treatment record  

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

     

Name of 

Veterinary 

Medicine & 

Batch No 

Date 

Treatment 

Started 

Date 

Treatment 

Finished 

Identity of 

Animal / 

Group 

Treated 

Person(s) 

Administering 

Medicine 

Reason For 

Treatment & 

Comments 

Total 

Quantity 

Used 

Withdrawal 

Period  

(State Hours / 

Days) 

Date 

Withdrawal 

Period 

Ends 

Meat Milk 

AIbex 

C40254 
22/1/25 22/1/25 

UK010354

213745 
  

156ml 

total 
5 - 27/1/25 

   
13757 

13725 

13761 

      

   
13459 

13740 
      

Candidate 

name 
 Candidate number  

Task / Activity Task 1a Location  

Assessor name  
Date of 

assessment 
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Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 1a) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Work with two others to safely move 6 – 10 sheep from a yard/pen/small field into 
a handling area: 

Collaboration and 
communication with others 
to effectively move sheep 
into the handling area. 

 

The candidate told the two helpers to walk round the sheep 
and told them where they were to stand (behind them) to 
guide the livestock from the enclosure pen into the handling 
area. The helpers were instructed to move the livestock at 
walking pace, nice and quietly into the handling area.   

Positioning of people (within 
the group) to ensure the 
safety of handler and 
efficient movement of 
sheep. 

 

Positioned helpers behind the sheep, asked helpers to hold 
them up in a tight pack to allow the candidate to assess 
their condition (to decide which sheep they should weigh). 

Consistently use 
appropriate welfare-friendly 
techniques to handle and 
move sheep (preparation of 
gates, equipment prior to 
moving the sheep). 

 

Gates positioned correctly to ensure safe handling, moved 
from large pen to small pen to reduce stress. Was quiet 
and calm throughout. 
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Use of appropriate 
techniques to ensure the 
safety of sheep. 

 

The candidate asked the handlers to push the sheep up 
into a small pen and then hold them in a tight pack. The 
candidate positioned themself and the handlers to move 
the sheep forward calmly to encourage them into the pen 
and then into the race. He successfully used the weigh 
crate and gates to secure the sheep safely with welfare in 
mind. 

Use of appropriate 
restraining techniques. 

 

The sheep were initially held in a tight pack to prevent them 
moving and becoming stressed. The candidate then asked 
the helper to select one sheep to weigh. All six sheep were 
moved swiftly into the race. The candidate utilised the 
helpers to push the sheep up the race quietly from behind 
showing awareness of flight zones and positioning of their 
bodies to move them forward easily. 

Use of flight zones. 

 

Positioned themselves to move the animal forward calmly into 
the crush, (showing an awareness of the correct pace to use 
and an awareness of animal flight zones) to encourage them 
further into the race. 

 

Effective candidate/human-
animal interaction.  

 

The candidate used very effective human/animal 
interaction, was quiet and calm throughout. 

Application of physical 
dexterity with appropriate 
pressure when interacting 
with sheep. 

 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity showing 
their ability and skill when handling sheep. Instinctively 
knew when to push forward/hold back and which parts of 
the sheep to handle to reduce stress/damage to them. 

 

Check weighing equipment: 

Check weigh scales are set 
from transport position to 
weighing position. 

 

 

The task used electronic scales so did not need to re-
position. 

Check weigh scales for 
accuracy (zero, calibrate). 

Set the scales to zero. Scales calibrated using a known 
weight (25kg bag). The weight was within 25kg.  
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Check dosing equipment: 

Calibration of dosing 
equipment. 

 

Calibrated the dosing equipment by squirting the amount 
needed (worked out by going of the weight of the sheep 
and product label) into a measuring cylinder. The candidate 
could have positioned it onto the flat surface provided to be 
totally accurate. 

Check for correct function of 
dosing equipment. 

 

Checked for air bubbles in pipe/gun and made sure the gun 
was totally fully. Unfortunately, whilst removing air bubbles, 
the candidate wasted some of the wormer. Positioned 
correctly onto the back, upside down. 

 

Safely restrain one sheep using appropriate equipment: 

Use appropriate welfare-
friendly techniques to 
handle and restrain the 
sheep safely. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

Positioning of personnel to 
ensure the safety of the 
handler and efficient 
movement of the sheep. 

 

Positioned themself and the handlers to move the sheep 
forward calmly in the race, (showing an awareness of the 
correct pace to use and an awareness of animal flight zones).  

 

Apply physical dexterity with 
appropriate application of 
force and pressure when 
interacting with the sheep. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

Correct use of equipment to 
restrain the sheep could 
include: 

• handling pens 

• race.  

 

 

Used the race, pens and gates safely and correctly to 
ensure the sheep were restrained with welfare and reduced 
stress in mind. Made sure gates were in the correct 
position before use. 
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If an assistant is required, 
clear and appropriate 
instructions are given to the 
other person. 

 

 

Clear instructions given where needed. 

 

Carry out a full health assessment on one sheep: 

Use of techniques to identify 
and monitor the health and 
wellbeing of the sheep: 

• observation 

• weighing 

• physical examination 
(including touch). 

 

The candidate: 

 

• ensured the sheep was still comfortable/calm by 
manoeuvring them around the pen and appropriately 
tipped and turned the sheep to assess feet. 

• observed the animal breathing, placed their hand 
around the rib cage on the left-hand side and audibly 
counted for 15 secs (candidate timed this). 

• felt the spine for the sharpness of the spinous, 
transverse processes and tail head (body condition 
score). 

• carried out a conformation check along the back and 
rump of the sheep and included the eyes, mouth, teeth, 
nose and ears. 

• checked the sheep’s wool for signs of breakage, lice, 
maggots. 

• checked teats and udder. 

• checked the legs and hooves for heat, signs of 
lameness, hoof conformation. 

• checked rear/anus and took temp holding the 
thermometer correctly on an angle. 

 

The candidate weighed the sheep (weigh crate was 
calibrated beforehand). 

 

The candidate worked through the health check safely and 
logically; appropriately handling the sheep carefully to carry 
out the conformation check. 

Correct identification of 
signs of good and poor 
health. 

 

Noted on health check - written about in their report. 
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Condition of wool, skin, 
clean condition of mouth, 
dentition, condition of eyes, 
ears, nose, condition of 
head, body and limbs 
including feet, hooves, 
condition of genitals. 

 

The candidate: 

 

• observed the animal breathing, placed their hand 
around the rib cage on the left-hand side and audibly 
counted for 15 secs (candidate timed this). 

• felt the spine for the sharpness of the spinous, 
transverse processes and tail head (body condition 
score). 

• carried out a conformation check along the back and 
rump of the sheep and included the eyes, mouth, teeth, 
nose and ears. 

• checked the sheep’s wool for signs of breakage, lice, 
maggots. 

• checked teats and udder. 

• checked the legs and hooves for heat, signs of 
lameness, hoof conformation. 

Candidate/human-animal 
interaction. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

Use of appropriate handling 
and restraining techniques. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

Tipped the sheep safely and with ease to check feet/legs 
etc. Held the sheep against the hurdles and positioned 
themself to prevent the sheep moving when in a stood, 
upright position. 

Application of physical 
dexterity with appropriate 
pressure when interacting 
with the sheep. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

 

Consistent and welfare-
friendly handling and 
restraint. 

 

Gates positioned correctly to ensure safe handling, moved 
from large pen to small pen to reduce stress. Was quiet 
and calm throughout. Handled the sheep with ease, when 
tipping did so very easily with no trouble. 
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Identify one sheep using a digital tag reader: 

Accurate identification of the 
sheep (ear tag). 

 

Correctly use the EID reader – turned on, held against 
yellow tag until heard the beep and indicator light. Switched 
it off when finished using it. 

 

Weigh one sheep: 

Weigh the sheep using 
scales. 

 

Calibrated the scales using a known weight, allowed for 
any difference. 

Placed the sheep on the scales quietly and calmly, secured 
the gates on the crush.  

Positioned themself so they did not interrupt the sheep 
moving onto the scales. 

Correct interpretation of 
weight. 

 

The scales were calibrated accurately and were within the 
25kg known weight tolerance. The candidate worked out 
that the sheep required 24mls of the dose each using the 
weight and the product box. 

Use of appropriate handling 
techniques that promote 
animal welfare to weigh one 
sheep safely. 

 

The candidate used excellent physical dexterity and 
welfare friendly techniques showing their ability and skill 
when handling sheep. Instinctively knew when to push 
forward/hold back and which parts of the sheep to handle 
to reduce stress/damage to them. 

 

 

Administer oral treatment (drench) to one sheep: 

Application of appropriate 
PPE. 

 

The candidate wore overalls, wellies and gloves whilst 
carrying out the task. 

Calculation of correct dose 
according to the sheep’s 
weight and product 
labelling/instructions. 

 

Calculated the correct dose for a 71kg sheep (24ml). 
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Setting up of treatment 
equipment (connections, 
removal of air). 

 

Set the applicator correctly for a single dose using the 
weight of the hog (using 70kg as the weight) and the 
product label. 

 

Measuring treatment with 
precision (based on product 
label information). 

 

The candidate knew to calibrate the gun, needed to put the 
measuring cylinder down on the flat surface to be 100% 
accurate. The candidate did this twice just to be on the safe 
side. 

Used the product label correctly, interpreting the data 
provided. 

Administering oral treatment 
(ensure animal is 
appropriately restrained, 
correct dose administered, 
head held up after 
treatment). 

 

Positioned themself and the handlers to move the sheep 
forward calmly in the race, (showing an awareness of the 
correct pace to use and an awareness of animal flight zones). 
Worked front to back to prevent the sheep from moving too 
much throughout the treatment. 

Made sure the sheep’s mouth was held up at the correct 
angle using firm but gentle grip of the sheep’s heads and 
angled the equipment into the sheep’s mouth correctly. 

Checked that the animal was securely held before 
administering the treatment into the sheep’s mouth. The 
sheep was seen to swallow the treatment without any 
spillage. 

Released the hold on the sheep’s head and let the sheep 
move out of the race into a pen easily and safely. 

Safe and correct application 
of oral treatment. 

Positioned themself and the handlers to move the sheep 
forward calmly in the race, (showing an awareness of the 
correct pace to use and an awareness of animal flight zones). 
Worked front to back to prevent the sheep from moving too 
much throughout the treatment. 

Made sure the sheep’s mouth was held up at the correct 
angle using firm but gentle grip of the sheep’s head and 
angled the equipment into the sheep’s mouth correctly. 

Checked that the animal was securely held before 
administering the treatment into the sheep’s mouth. The 
sheep was seen to swallow the treatment without any 
spillage. 

Released the hold on the sheep’s head and let the sheep 
move out of the race into a pen easily and safely. 
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Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 1b – Husbandry tasks 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 1b 

Evidence title / description • Health check form (Figure 5) 

• Written report on the suitability of one sheep for 

breeding (typically 500 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

24 

Task 1b – Husbandry tasks 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and welfare (PO2) 

• Breeding (PO2) 

• Handling (PO3) 

• Rearing (PO3) 

 

You must use the information collected during the full health assessment and observation in 

Task 1a to complete: 

• the health check form 

• a written report on the suitability of one sheep for breeding. 

 

The health check form (Figure 5) and a copy of notes from Task 1a will be provided to you by 

your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Health Check Form 

Figure 5: Health check form 

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Animal ID: 

Health Check: 

Check 

Completed 

(Tick): 

Comments: 

Check teats 
 

No signs of mastitis or any lumps 

that could indicate damage 

Check teeth 
 

All 8 baby teeth remained In high 

quality indicating it was a hog 

Check toes 

 

A small amount of shelly hoof was 

found but chose not to do anything 

as shelly hoof gets worn away over 

time and was not causing lameness 

Check tone 
 

Body condition score of 3.5 , well 

fleshed out and looks fit  

Check temperature  

 

The temperature was at 40.4 

instead of the 38.5 it should be but it 

had been running around the pen 

so I believe that is the reason for the 

high temperature 

Candidate 

name 
 

Candidate 

number 
 

Task / 

Activity 
Health check for breeding sheep Location  

Assessor 

name 
 

Date of 

assessment 
DD/MM/YY 
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Check heart rate 

 

It had a heart rate of 74 BPM which 

is slightly high, but it had been 

running around 

Check respiration rate 

 

It had a respiration rate of 72 BPM 

which is too high but had been 

stressed before taking  

Check eyes 

 

A salmon pink mucus membrane 

indicated health, as well as bright 

and alert eyes 

Check ears  Alert and moving 

Check nose 
 

No mucus and damp nose shows a 

hog with high health 

Check legs 
 

Strands on all 4 corners with no 

visible damage to legs 

 Check Cudding  Chews cud when relaxed  
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Completed Written Report 

Health check for breeding suitability 

The sheep I chose was a Texel, which is a large breed known for its high-quality meat and 

size. The sheep looked in excellent condition, it stood on all 4 corners, displaying fitness and 

health. Due to it displaying a great deal of fitness I chose to restrain it against a wall which 

help control to the sheep. 

I began first by checking the teats and bag of the sheep which showed no signs of lumps, 

damage or any mastitis. Having a good working bag is imperative when raising lamps 

especially on a breed like a Texel which should be having twins. 

I then moved to check the teeth, eight baby teeth indicated that this was a hog (a lamb that 

was born last year and will be getting tupped this year). all teeth looked well having no cracks 

or chips and hitting the upper gums which is good. Which is necessary as we need her to eat 

a lot to maintain lambs later in the year 

Next, I moved to the feet, and straight away I found signs of shelly hoof in the front right foot 

but due to the fact it wasn’t causing lameness, so I carried on checking the rest of the feet in 

which I found they were all healthy. Next, I checked the tone of the sheep but lightly pressing 

along its spine and only just been able to feel it I placed the hog at a 3.5 for body condition 

score which is perfect breeding condition for a lowland sheep 

Checking the temperature the hog is done by placing the thermometer to the rectal wall to 

avoid the faeces which would give and inaccurate answer. The temperature of the hog 

should be around 38.5 degrees Celsius, but I got 40.4 degrees Celsius. This is because the 

sheep was stressed from all the handling it had received so I didn’t worry about this high 

reading. 

Heart and respiration rate were checked next, but both gave high reading with heart rate 

being 74 BPM and respiration being 72 these once again were put down as being caused by 

stress of handling and being in a pen by itself. 

The next check was eyes, the eyes was bright and alert following me around the pen as I 

moved. The mucus membrane was also healthy showing a salmon pink colour which is a 

sign of good health. 

The ears of the hog also proved to be alert and were clear of any harmful mucus that 

would’ve indicated poor health. 

The nose of the hog was moist and clear from and mucus which could’ve potentially blocked 

airways. 

The hog’s legs were standing on all 4 corners and was free from any cuts lumps or grazes 

which is essential as when their legs are damage, they eat less which means they drop body 

condition score. 

Checking for Cudding was hard whilst the animal was stressed so I gave it a few minutes for 

the hog to calm down and then she began to chew her cud. 

I believe that this is an excellent animal to breed off and that she will produce a brilliant set of 

lambs when spring comes. 
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Task 2a – Rearing 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 2a 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Photographic evidence 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 2a – Rearing 

Assessment themes: 

• Rearing (PO2) 

 

You must carry out the following routine tasks for cattle:  

• Attach a halter to a young calf. 

• Fit a calf jacket. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Attach a halter to a young calf. 

• Fit a calf jacket. 

Photographic evidence: 

• Attach a halter to a young calf. 

• Fit a calf jacket. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 2a) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Attach a halter to a young calf: 

Correct attaching of halter 
(correct direction/ 
orientation, tightened 
appropriately). 

 

The candidate:  

• correctly placed the halter over the head of the calf and 
adjusted it for a comfortable fit, making sure that the nose 
band was just below the eyes and the lead rope of the 
halter was underneath the chin of the calf on its left side. 

• worked quietly and calmly, with due regard to the welfare 
of the animal.  

• attached the calf halter quickly and efficiently.  

Correct handling of the calf 
with due consideration for 
health and welfare. 

The candidate utilised the pen to help her hold the calf still 
whilst working safely. They positioned their body to ensure 
the calf did not move but was not showing signs of distress. 

No assistance was needed. 
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Fit a calf jacket: 

Correct fitting of a calf 
jacket (correct fastening, 
correct length of straps). 

 

The candidate:  

 

• put the jacket over the back of the calf and fastened the 
chest clips and adjusted it to the calf’s size. 

• fastened the straps and adjusted the straps to allow room 
for their hand. 

• placed their hand between the calf’s stomach and the 
strap to check correct room, ensured the straps were 
crossed. 

• clipped the leg straps and tightened them, ensuring they 
were crossed. The straps could have been tightened a 
little more than they were, but they were not too loose to 
be dangerous. 

• carried out the task safely, quickly, calmly and effectively. 

Correct handling of the calf 
with due consideration for 
health and welfare. 

 

The candidate utilised the pen to help them hold the calf 
still whilst working safely. They positioned their body to 
ensure the calf did not move but was not showing signs of 
distress. 

No assistance was needed. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

  DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Photographic Evidence  

Photograph 

Fit a calf jacket 
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Photograph 

 

 
 

Attach a halter to a young calf 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

34 

Photograph 
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Task 2b – Rearing 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 2b 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

• Responses to questions 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 2b – Rearing 

Assessment themes: 

• Rearing (PO2) 

 

You must carry out the following routine tasks for sheep: 

• Catch one sheep from a flock. The sheep to be caught will be selected by the 
assessor. 

• Manually tip and turn a sheep.  

• Age a sheep from its teeth and assess teeth condition. 

• Check feet to identify if treatment is needed. 

• Answer questions from the assessor during the task. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Catch one sheep from a flock. 

• Manually tip and turn a sheep. 

• Age a sheep from its teeth and assess teeth condition. 

• Check feet to identify if treatment is needed. 

Video evidence: 

• Catch a sheep from a flock. 

• Manually tip and turn a sheep. 

• Responses given to question and answer session. 

Responses to questions, including audio recording: 

• Questions: 

o What did you consider when choosing a technique to tip and turn the sheep? 

o How many teeth (incisors) were present and how old was the sheep?  

o What is/was the condition of the sheep’s teeth? 

o What were you looking for/what would you look for when inspecting a sheep’s 
feet? 

o What is/was the condition of the sheep’s feet? 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 2b) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Catch one sheep from a flock: 

Restrain the sheep 
(selected by the assessor) 
with minimum stress to the 
sheep being restrained and 
the rest of the flock. 

 

The candidate calmly caught the chosen sheep.  

They positioned themselves to allow the sheep to be 
separated from the group and then quickly, in a safe and 
practiced manner, tipped and turned the sheep into a 
sitting position so the sheep was sat still and calmly.  

Appropriate techniques 
used to restrain and catch 
the sheep. 

 

The candidate initially tried to stop the sheep using their leg 
to move it against the hurdle; however, this did not work. 
On their 2nd attempt, they correctly caught the sheep by 
stepping in front of it, capturing it underneath the chin and 
stopping its forwards movement. They then correctly 
manoeuvred the sheep onto its bottom. 

Manually tip and turn a sheep: 

Use a tip and turn technique 
correctly with appropriate 
restraint whilst sheep is 
turned. 

 

Accurate and safe technique used to tip and turn. 

The sheep was not lifted but turned and manoeuvred 
correctly to reduce stress and strain on both the sheep and 
candidate. 
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Age a sheep from its teeth and assess teeth condition: 

Correct techniques and 
identification of presence of 
broad teeth (incisors). 

 

The candidate separated the sheep’s lips to assess the 
teeth and gums. They ran their fingers along the flat edge 
of the teeth and gums so as not to cause harm or get 
bitten. They counted the teeth and correctly identified that 
they were baby teeth. 

Check for damaged or 
missing teeth.  

 

The candidate accurately stated that no teeth were missing 
or damaged. They counted teeth and felt the condition of 
the gums. 

Checked feet first then checked mouth – putting dirty 
fingers in mouth. 

Check feet to identify if treatment is needed: 

Observation and handling 
(parting of hooves) of all 
feet to identify if treatment is 
needed. 

 

The candidate checked all four feet and limbs. 

They looked inside all four hooves. Cleaned out the inside 
of the hooves. 

 

Responses to 
questions  

Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.    

  

Assessors must make an audio recording of the 
responses for moderation purposes.  

  

What did you consider 
when choosing a method to 
tip and turn the sheep?  

No lifting the sheep. 

Put on to rear end. 

Keep them of the tail. 

No damage to sheep or your back. 

Not stressing sheep. 

How many teeth (incisors) 
were present and how old 
was the sheep?   

8 baby teeth present – sheep is a hog = under 1 year old. 

Sheep put two teeth up every year after birth until all 8 teeth 
present.  
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What is/was the condition 
of the sheep’s teeth?  

Healthy, no signs of broken teeth. 
Gums look healthy, top plate looks alright, don’t want it to be 
red, not undershot/overshot teeth, gums in good condition. 
Teeth sat nicely on gums. 
Could have gone into more detail here on why this is 
important.   

What were you looking 
for/what would you look for 
when inspecting a sheep’s 
feet?   

Any signs of redness, pain, no signs of swelling, pebbles, feet 
are alright. The sheep had long toes, correctly named it shelly 
hoof.  

Didn’t mention foot rot/scald. 

Didn’t mention conformation of feet, smell, CODD. 

Didn’t link to condition or fertility. 

What is/was the condition 
of the sheep’s feet?  

Feet are ok, no problems except bit of long toe, but not 
causing any problem. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 3a – Livestock production 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 3a 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 3a – Livestock production 

Assessment themes: 

• Production (PO4) 
o Routine production 

 

You must carry out the following production tasks for adult cattle using industry guidance:   

• Determine the individual body condition score for three cows that will be selected by 
the assessor.  

• Assess individual livestock for locomotion for three cows that will be selected by the 
assessor. 

 

The body condition scoring and locomotion scoring record form (Figure 6) will be provided to 

you by your assessor. 

The identification (ID) of each cow will be provided to you by your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Determine the body condition score of three cows. 

• Determine the locomotion score of three cows. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Body Condition Scoring and Locomotion Scoring Record Form 

Figure 6: Body condition scoring and locomotion scoring record form 

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Animal ID 

Body Condition 

Score 

(1-5 scale) 

Justification for Body Condition Score 

Locomotion 

Score 

(1-3 scale) 

Justification for Locomotion 

Score 

2630 3.25 U shaped hook and pins both scarel and 

tailhead easily seen 

 

 

 

2615 3 U shaped hook and pins both scarel and 

tailhead 

 

 

 

2281 3.5 U shaped hook and pins saceral visible, 

tailhead barely 

 

 

 

Candidate name  Enrolment number  

Task / Activity 3a Location  

Assessor name  Date of assessment  
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2674   0 

 

No issues, stands perfectly 

A good rythm 

2525   3 2525 is in paired by her 

locatmotion and struggles to 

walk but can still move when 

need 

2282   1 Uneven rythm but very little 

and visible pain 

Routine check needed 
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Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 3a) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Determine the body condition score of three cows: 

Safe and appropriate 
handling of cows. 

 

The candidate handled the cows quietly and calmly. They 
used the race, gates and crush in a safe and effective 
manner to secure the cows. Made sure the yoke was 
correct size and closed correctly before starting assessing 
condition.  

Assessing the cows on the 
pelvis, rump and back bone. 

 

Whilst the candidate observed the cow from all sides, they 
correctly focused on the righthand side. They physically 
assessed the cows over the spine and sacral ligaments, 
the hook, pins, ribs and tail head. Was seen physically 
drawing V and U between the hook and pin to see where 
the cow sits on the scale. 

 

Use of industry guidance to 
determine the body 
condition score. 

 

The candidate used the AHDB guidance to correctly 
determine the body condition of the cows.  

 

Cow ID: 2630= BCS 3 this agrees with assessor BCS. 

Cow ID: 2615= BCS 2.75 this agrees with assessor BCS. 

Cow ID: 2281= BCS 3.5 this agrees with assessor BCS. 

 

Filled in Figure 6 correctly and made good notes on why 
the candidate thought the cow was in the correct condition 
according to the stage of productivity (dry cow). 
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Determine the locomotion score of three cows: 

Appropriate positioning of 
the candidate to safely 
observe the free movement 
of the cows. 

 

The candidate handled the cows quietly and calmly. When 
observing walking the candidate quietly moved the cows 
around the pen, quietly talking to them and using their body 
language to encourage forward movement. They observed 
the cows from the front, side and behind. 

Use of industry guidance 
to determine the 
locomotion score. 

The candidate used the AHDB guidance to correctly 
determine the body condition of the cows. They scored the 
cows as below: 

 

Cow ID: 2674 score 0 this agrees with assessor. 

Cow ID:2525 score 3 this agrees with assessor. 

Cow ID:2282 score 1 this agrees with assessor. 

 

The candidate filled in Figure 6 providing good detail for 
why they gave the score they did and provided suggestions 
for treatments where needed (foot trimmer etc) 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 3b – Livestock production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 3b 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

• Responses to questions 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 3b – Livestock production 

Assessment themes: 

• Transportation (PO4) 

 

You must carry out the following: 

• Assess the condition of a livestock trailer to be used for transport. 

• Visually assess six sheep for fitness for travel. 

• Load and unload six sheep onto and off a trailer for transport. 

• Answer questions from the assessor during the task. 

 

You are not required to transport the sheep. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Assess the condition of a livestock trailer. 

• Visually assess six sheep for fitness for travel. 

• Load and unload six sheep onto and off a trailer for transport. 

 

Video evidence: 

• Load and unload six sheep onto and off a trailer for transport. 

 

Responses to questions, including audio recording: 

• Questions: 

o What are you checking/what have you checked to assess the suitability of the 
trailer and loading facilities for these sheep?  

o Explain why you are making/have made these checks on the trailer. 

o How did you decide whether these sheep are fit for travel? 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 3b) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Assess the condition of a livestock trailer: 

Correct checks carried out 
as part of the assessment of 
livestock trailer including 
roadworthy condition, well-
constructed and maintained 
trailer. 

 

The candidate checked the roadworthiness of the towing 
vehicle and trailer as follows:  

• tyres not flat. 

• lights and indictors. 

• hitch including brake attachment and lighting cable  

• the inside of the trailer internal gate in correct position for 
6 sheep. 

• the internal partitions.  

• sharp edges on inside of trailer. 

 

Did not mention tyre pressure, tread, condition ventilation, 
sawdust 

Visually assess six sheep for fitness for travel: 

Correct checks carried out 
as part of the visual 
assessment of sheep to 
determine fitness for travel. 

 

The candidate went to the group of six sheep and observed 
them from the inside of the pen. The candidate walked 
amongst the sheep to check their fitness to travel getting 
the sheep to move from one pen into another. 
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Load and unload six sheep onto and off a trailer for transport: 

Set up loading race and 
trailer to receive the sheep. 

 

Set up pen using hurdles and gates. Tied hurdles to trailer 
gates using bow not a quick release knot. Hurdles secured 
so sheep were funnelled into the trailer and could not 
escape or hurt themselves. 

The appropriate techniques 
(position of handler, use of 
aids) for loading and 
unloading sheep onto and 
off a trailer. 

 

 

The candidate was quiet and calmly moved the sheep from 
the holding pen into the trailer and then again back out of 
the trailer. Used quiet, encouraging noises.  

Kept behind them to encourage forward movement. 

Prepared the unloading area prior to letting the sheep out 
to make safe for unloading. 

Tied gates/hurdles using a bow (not a quick release knot). 
Set gates ready for the sheep to go straight into the pen.  

 

 

Responses to questions  Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.    

  

Assessors must make an audio recording of the 
responses for moderation purposes.  

What are you checking/what 
have you checked to assess 
the suitability of the trailer 
and loading facilities for 
these sheep?  

 

Tyre condition – no flat tyres. 

Lights all working – road legal. 

The hitch point to make sure it is correct and fastened onto 
the towing vehicle by the brake cable. 

Making sure the vehicle is safe to be used for sheep so 
don’t get hurt. 

Made sure there were no sharp edges. 

The sides were in good condition. 

The inside of the trailer had no sharp edges. 

The partitions were secure, in the correct place for 6 
sheep and correctly fastened. 

 

Did not mention ventilation important as need air flow to 
prevent heat stress. 

Did not mention that the ramp and door shut correctly. 

Did not mention saw dust needed to prevent slipping. 

Did not mention a movement licence would be needed. 

Did not discuss importance of tyre pressure and 
condition/tread. 
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Explain why you are 
making/have made these 
checks on the trailer. 

 

Needs to be safe for the sheep and other road users. 
Don’t want to be getting into trouble with the law if lights 
not working. If travelling over 6 hours need to provide food 
and water mentioned earlier. 

How did you decide whether 
these sheep are fit for 
travel? 

 

No sign of pain or lameness. By law not allowed to travel 
animal that's in pain. No snotty noses - didn’t discuss this 
any further, didn’t discuss any other reasons you wouldn’t 
travel sheep with regard to health.  

Very basic. The candidate did not mention prolapses BUT 
they knew the sheep in question weren’t pregnant. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 3c – Livestock production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 3c 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 3c – Livestock production 

Assessment themes: 

• Production (PO4) 
o Routine production 

 

You must carry out the procedure for milking a minimum of 30 cows following workplace 

protocols, including: 

• Set up milking equipment. 

• Clean the teats and milk the cows. 

• Clean down milking equipment. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Set up milking equipment. 

• Clean the teats and milk a minimum of 30 cows. 

• Clean down milking equipment. 

 

Video evidence: 

• Milk a minimum of three cows. 

  



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

53 

Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 3c) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Set up milking equipment: 

Use workplace protocols to 
set up and prepare milking 
equipment (pipework, filters, 
valves, taps). 

 

The candidate followed workplace protocols to accurately 
set up all elements of the milking parlour. They did this in a 
structured and methodical way. Filter was checked for 
cleanliness/suitability for use. All valves/taps were turned 
on/off accurately in correct sequence. Checked vacuum 
dial and listened for the pulsation on clusters. Felt clusters 
for pressure/pulsation. 

Check sprays/dips are 
functioning. 

 

Checked accurately when cleaning teats before putting 
units on. 

Check gates, barriers. 

 

 

Parlour gates set accurately, knew which button to press to 
close and open gates/barriers. 
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Clean teats and milk a minimum of 30 cows: 

Use workplace protocols to 
milk a minimum of 30 cows 
with consideration to 
welfare and hygiene 
requirements.   

 

The candidate followed the farm’s protocols for milking 30 
cows. Correct PPE was worn including gloves. At this farm 
they do not strip udders (they milk 3 times a day). The 
candidate used paper towels to wipe the teats before 
putting the clusters on. This was done accurately, taking 
excellent consideration of welfare when using it. 

Use workplace protocols to 
attach clusters and ensure 
cows are milked correctly.  

 

The candidate attached clusters correctly working in a 
clockwise direction. No problems seen with vacuum, 
clusters put on easily and with practiced skill. 

The parlour has an automatic iodine spray that happens 
once the units come of the cow, so they did not need to dip 
the cow after milking. 

The candidate accurately opened the gates and released 
the cows. 

 

Clean down milking equipment: 

Use workplace protocols to 
clean down milking 
equipment.  

 

The candidate knew to wash the parlour down during and 
after milking using the high-pressure hose. They made 
sure that he cleaned of the passage area, the walls and the 
units and pipes. 

Ensure valves, taps and 
pipework are in the correct 
positions for washing cycle. 

 

The candidate accurately set all taps/valves to washing 
cycle after milking. They removed, checked and washed 
the milk line filter. 

System left to drain post-
washing. 

Following the cleaning process, the candidate opened all 
the taps to ensure that the system was thoroughly drained. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 3d – Livestock production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 3d 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 3d – Livestock production 

Assessment themes: 

• Production (PO4) 
o Routine production 

 

You must carry out the following routine production tasks: 

• Crutch or dag two sheep. 

• Handle 6 – 10 sheep into and through a race. 

• Foot bath 6 – 10 sheep according to the product requirements.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Crutch or dag two sheep. 

• Handle 6 – 10 sheep into and through a race. 

• Foot bath 6 – 10 sheep according to the product requirements.  

 

Video evidence: 

• Crutch or dag one sheep. 

• Handle 6 – 10 sheep into and through a race. 

• Foot bath 6 – 10 sheep. 

  



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

57 

Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 3d) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Crutch or dag two sheep: 

Use of appropriate handling 
techniques that promote 
animal welfare. 

 

Gates positioned correctly to ensure safe handling, moved 
from large pen to small pen to reduce stress. Was quiet 
and calm throughout.  

The candidate used the race and gates to manoeuvre the 

sheep but could have held the sheep in a tighter pack – 
they moved around the race quite a lot which could have 
been dangerous when using the clippers.  

Also, when restraining the sheep, candidate would use 
their leg to stop them which is not a good technique and 
could even cause harm. I ended up going in with the 
candidate in the end to hold the sheep securely.  

Appropriate selection, 
preparation and use of 
equipment (battery or 
mains). 

 

The candidate selected the correct equipment to tail the 
ewes out. They checked the tightness of the blades and 
put oil on them to help them run correctly. 
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Crutching or dagging 
carried out without 
compromising health and 
safety or animal welfare. 

 

The candidate tailed the ewes out in a safe and efficient 
manner; completed the task in good time. Held the tail 
correctly to ensure no accidents occurred.  

Crutching or dagging 
carried out according to the 
needs of the sheep. 

 

The candidate removed the wool from the whole tail of the 
ewes as required and any dirty areas around the tail. Made 
a fairly tidy job. Some bit of wool left on tail. 

 

 

Handle 6 – 10 sheep into and through a race: 

Use of handling techniques 
that promote animal welfare 
to move 6 – 10 sheep 
through the race. 

 

Gates positioned correctly to ensure safe handling, moved 
from large pen to small pen to reduce stress.  

Used gates and made quiet but effective noises to 
encourage the sheep into the race and through the bath.  

Was quiet and calm throughout. 

 

Foot bath 6 – 10 sheep according to product requirements: 

For a walk-through foot 
bath, appropriate movement 
and speed of the sheep 
through the footbath 
according to the product 
label. 

 

Sheep were encouraged to go through quietly and calmly. 
The candidate positioned themself in a way that 
encouraged the sheep through the bath (kept behind the 
sheep). The candidate knew to keep the sheep walking 
BUT he followed them into the bath which is not safe 
practice. 

For a stand-in foot bath, 
appropriate duration of the 
sheep in the footbath 
according to the product 
label. 

 

N/A 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 4a – Feeding and accommodation 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 4a 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 4a – Feeding and accommodation 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and welfare (PO3) 

 

You must carry out the following for one calf using workplace protocols: 

• Prepare equipment and mix milk substitute to the product requirements. 

• Feed one calf using a bucket (with/without teats), or a partitioned milk-feeding trough. 

Details of the size, weight and health status of the calf will be provided to you by your 

assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Prepare equipment and mix milk substitute to the product requirements. 

• Feed one calf using a bucket (with/without teats), or a partitioned milk-feeding trough. 

Video evidence: 

• Prepare equipment and mix milk substitute to the product requirements. 

• Feed one calf using a bucket (with/without teats), or a partitioned milk-feeding trough. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 4a) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Prepare equipment and mix milk substitute to the product requirements: 

Calculation of feed 
requirements (type and 
quantity of feed) as 
appropriate to the 
requirements of the calf. 

 

The assessor advised the candidate that the calf being fed 
is 3 weeks old requiring 2 litres of milk. 

The candidate: 

• read the instructions on the back of the milk powder 
bag and worked out how much powder was needed to 
mix up a feed using the age of the calf and the amount 
of milk required. 

• worked out correctly that the calf required 300g of 
powder.  

Follow appropriate cleaning 
procedures. 

 

• The candidate washed the teat feeder and buckets 
thoroughly after use with hot water. 

• Teats and whisk were removed and placed in a bucket of 
water and Milton cleaning solution (5 litres of cold water to 
30ml of Milton were measured out accurately). 

• Thermometer was wiped down using Milton wipes. 

• The candidate wore correct PPE throughout the process 
(overalls/gloves/wellies). 
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Preparation and mixing of 
milk substitute (weighing out 
milk powder and mixing 
according to workplace 
protocols and product 
instructions, removal of 
lumps, checking 
temperature). 

 

• Weighed the correct quantity of milk powder for the 
feed (150gs per litre = 300gs total for 2 litres). 

• Measured 2 litres of hot water into a jug.  

• Added half the measured amount of powder to half the 
quantity of water needed into a clean bucket. 

• Used a whisk to thoroughly mix the artificial milk 
checking for lumps. 

• Then added the remaining powder and water and 
whisked thoroughly. 

• The candidate only used hot water, no cold water was 
added. 

• Checked using a thermometer = stated it was 40°C so 
was ready to be fed. 

Feed one calf using a bucket: 

Feed one calf using a 
bucket (with/without 
teats)/partitioned milk-
feeding trough. 

The candidate: 

• measured out the correct amount of milk into two 
buckets (2 litres per calf, 20 litres total). 

• placed the 10-calf teat feeder bucket on the top of pen 
hurdle. 

• tipped the milk in to each partition evenly and quickly. 

• climbed into the pen and made sure the calves were all 
suckling on one teat, moved them as appropriate using 
excellent skill and welfare considerate handling 
techniques. 

• did not need to encourage the calves as they did not 
need any encouraging on to the teats. 

• worked quickly and efficiently to ensure the calves were 
all fed at the same time and that all received the same 
amounts.  

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 4b – Feeding and accommodation 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 4b 

Evidence title / description • Candidate notes recording findings and 

measurements 

• Assessor observations 

• Photographic evidence 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 4b – Feeding and accommodation 

Assessment themes: 

• Environment and accommodation (PO3) 

 

You must carry out the following for a group of young calves: 

• Maintain indoor accommodation for young calves (size/weight/stage of production to 

be specified by the assessor): 

o applying biosecurity measures to maintain hygiene. 

• Measure accommodation to inform appropriate stocking density (in Task 4c). 

• Measure available feed trough access. 

• Assess water provision. 

You must record your findings and all measurements. These notes will be used to inform 

written work and calculations to be carried out in Task 4c.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Maintain indoor accommodation for young calves. 

• Measure accommodation to inform appropriate stocking density. 

• Measure available feed trough access. 

Photographic evidence: 

• Photograph of the accommodation before the task. 

• Photograph of the accommodation after the task. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 4b) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Maintain indoor accommodation for young calves: 

Preparation of indoor 
accommodation based on 
size/weight/stage of 
production (to be specified 
by the assessor). 

 

The candidate was asked to muck out a group calf pen for 
calves aged 4 weeks old. 

Ensure environment is safe 
and free from hazards. 

 

The candidate: 

• checked there were no sharp edges on the hurdles and 
that they clipped back together again properly. 

• checked there was nothing around them that might trip 
them up. 

• moved the group of calves into a different pen so they 
could muck them out safely. 

• worked quietly and calmly whilst in with the calves. 
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Ensure accommodation is 
clean. 

 

The candidate: 

• collected a fork, brush, shovel and wheelbarrow from 
outside of the pen. 

• used the shovel and brush to pick up and clear debris 
from the pen. 

• sprinkled the pen with antibacterial product as per the 
instructions on the packet. 

 

Use of biosecurity 
measures to maintain 
hygiene (disinfecting pens, 
foot dips). 

 

The candidate: 

• dipped their boots in the foot dip before entering. 

• sprinkled the pen with antibacterial product as per the 
instructions on the packet. 

 

Use of hand tools (brush, 
shovel, fork) to maintain 
accommodation. 

 

The candidate: 

• correctly used the fork, brush, shovel and wheelbarrow 
to complete the task. 

Selection of bedding 
material. 

 

The candidate: 

• correctly selected fresh clean straw to re-bed the pen. 

• double checked the depth of the bed with the fork, 
listening for it hitting the concrete underneath. 

 

Checking water flow and 
supply. 

 

The candidate: 

• checked the calves water bucket for water. 

• emptied it out down a drain. 

• swilled it out with water (down a drain). 

• filled the bucket back up. 

• hung it in the holder back on the front of the pen. 

• correctly commented that the calves did not have much 
water and offered to find some more buckets for them. 

Adjusting environmental 
conditions (ventilation, 
lighting) if required. 

 

The candidate did not adjust lights or ventilation as this 
was not required. 
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Security of enclosure (gate 
fastenings). 

 

The candidate: 

• safely and calmly moved the calves back into their 
clean pen. 

• clipped hurdles back together again after putting the 
calves back in the pen. 

Measure accommodation to inform appropriate stocking density: 

Appropriate use of 
measuring equipment 
(laser, tape or wheel) to 
determine the floor area.  

 

The candidate: 

• used a tape measure accurately to measure the length, 
width and height of the individual pen. 

Measure available feed trough access: 

Appropriate use of 
measuring equipment 
(laser, tape or wheel) to 
accurately measure the 
feed (trough space). 

The candidate: 

• checked that all the calves could access the 10-teat 
feeder and ensured they were all on it correctly when 
feeding them. 

• visually checked for straw racks and asked if there 
were any to hang up for the calves. 

• visually looked for creep feed and asked if there were 
any to be put out. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Photographic Evidence 

Photograph 

Accommodation before the task 

 
 

Accommodation after the task 
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Task 4c – Feeding and accommodation 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 4c 

Evidence title / description • Written report justifying the suitability of the 

accommodation for the stage of production (typically 

1000 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 4c – Feeding and accommodation 

Assessment themes: 

• Environment and accommodation (PO3) 

 

You must use your findings from Task 4b to produce a written report justifying the suitability 

of the accommodation for the stage of production. This report must include: 

• measurements and calculations for stocking density 

• measurements and calculations for feed trough space   

• suitability of water provision.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a  
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Candidate evidence 

Completed written report 

details 

On my studied farm had pens held 10 calves each, these pens were made of metal hurdles 

were bedded on barley straw. For milk the calves would get a 10-teat bucket and for water 

the calves had a 5-litre bucket.  

Calves 

The calves were Aberdeen angus’ that were a week old, and all were less than 150KG which 

would require 1.5 square metres each. 

feed 

the calves are fed milk twice a day on powder milk this is to create a constant food source 

with the same value of nutrients which milk from the tank cannot give, due to the fact the 

cows are in different pastures with different grasses. The calves hadn’t yet reached the age 

or weight for concentrates to be given. 

accommodation 

the calf pens are too small for the calves due to the calves needing 1.5 metres squared each 

and only having 9 metres squared available. On a more positive look the calf pens were filled 

with dry clean barley straw ( which is more  absorbent than wheat) which made for a 

comfortable bed for the small angus’. 

Improvements 

Use 5 metre gates instead of 3 metre to allow for legal spacing. 
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Task 5a – Crop production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 5a 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Photographic evidence 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 5a – Crop production 

Assessment themes: 

• Crop (PO3) 

 

You must: 

• take a representative soil sample from a field allocated by your assessor 

• test the soil sample for pH. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Take and test a soil sample for pH. 

 

Photographic evidence: 

• Test the soil sample for pH. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 5a) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Take and test a soil sample for pH: 

Appropriate techniques 
used to take a 
representative soil sample 
(Depth, W pattern, areas to 
avoid, suitable amount). 

 

The candidate took soil samples whilst walking a W pattern 
around the field. 

They took an appropriate amount of soil (4cm per sample). 

They avoided gateways, water troughs, under 
trees/hedges. 

They correctly mixed the soil together to make sure there 
would be a representation from all the areas.  

Use of appropriate 
equipment (eg spear/auger) 
to take a soil sample. 

 

The candidate made sure the augur was clean and fit for 
purpose before use. 

The candidate used the auger appropriately in a practiced 
way to get the soil sample. 

Testing a soil sample to 
identify the pH. 

 

The pH test was conducted using an industry standard pH 
testing kit. All kit components were checked and cleaned 
before starting the test. The test was conducted according 
to the instructions with great care and accuracy. The soil 
was crumbled up accurately. 
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Use a pH testing kit and 
colour chart to test the soil 
sample. 

 

The sample was left for the prescribed amount of time before 

being carefully assessed against the colour chart. The 

candidate accurately stated that the test result was pH 5 very 

acid. 

 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Photographic Evidence 

Photograph 

Completed test result – colour of the solution next to the colour chart 
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Task 5b – Crop production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 5b 

Evidence title / description • Completed plant identification proforma with images 

(Figure 7) 

• Written report (typically 250 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 5b – Crop production 

Assessment themes: 

• Crop (PO3) 

 

You must: 

• identify the three grasses, three forage crops and three weeds found in Figure 7.  

• produce a written report explaining the potential impact of weeds and invasive plants 
on livestock.  

 

The proforma for the plant identification task (Figure 7) will be provided to you by your 

assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 

  



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

79 

Candidate evidence 

Completed Plant Identification Proforma 

Figure 7: Plant identification proforma 

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Grass 1 

 

 
Image 1 

dsv-seeds.com 

Perennial ryegrass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate 

name 
 

Candidate 

number 
 

Task / 

Activity 
5B Location  

Assessor 

name 
 

Date of 

assessment 
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Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Grass 2 

 

 
Image 2 

beehappyplants.co.uk 

Coxfoot 

Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Grass 3 

 
  

Image 3 

watsonseeds.com 

Italian ryegrass 
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Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Forage 1 

 
Image 4 

farmersguide.co.uk 

maize 

Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Forage 2 

 

 
Image 5 

germinal.com 

Stubble turnip 

Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Forage 3 

 

 
Image 6 

agriland.ie 

kale 
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Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Weed 1 

 

 
Image 7 

gardenseeker.com 

thistle 

Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Weed 2 

 

  
Image 8 

naturespot.org.uk 

Field mustard 
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Ref: Image: Common Name: 

Weed 3 

 

 
Image 9 

gardeningknowhow.com 

chickweed 
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Completed Written Report 

The impact on weeds on both grazing ground and cropped ground can be detrimental on 

livestock. Creating illness that can sometimes lead to yield loss or death amongst the 

livestock. This is why farmers do everything in their power to combat the weeds. A great 

example of a livestock damaging weed is raggwort, a weed which only becomes damaging to 

cows once dead, the weed itself is a fast growing and spreading plant which if not spotted 

quickly can take over the field. Even when the raggwort is chopped and made into silage, it 

remains extremely toxic so its vital to remove it from the field as soon as the first weed is 

seen. Another way a weed can be harmful to plants is   through the fast growing a 

smothering effect. plants such as dockings grow large leaves which block sunlight from 

grasses below this severely hinders the grasses the grasses’ ability to grow. The roots of a 

docking spread out far and wide removing all nutrients from the soil to limit the grass growth. 

Unlike raggwort, dockings are edible in all stages, but they lack the vital nutrients which 

grasses offer and are also unpalatable to grazing livestock so it’s important to remove them 

when seen. Theres many ways of removing weeds: sprays, which can target certain weeds 

to ensure no damage to the crop you want to grow; pulling the weeds out, this technique is 

vital when dealing with ragwort as it can’t be consumed when dead; crop rotations, so that 

the weeds can be beaten by a stronger plant. 
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Task 5c – Crop production 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 5c 

Evidence title / description • Written plan for establishing a new grass and legume 

ley 

• Written plan for establishing a new cereal crop 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 5c – Crop production 

Assessment themes: 

• Crop (PO3) 

 

i) You must produce a written plan for establishing a new ley including grasses and 
legumes in a field for grazing beef cattle and conservation. 

 

The plan must include the establishment method based on previous cropping, 
reasons for the seed mixture selection and weed control. The seed mixture 
selection must be appropriate for the livestock species and the proposed length of 
ley. The plan must also include timings for grass conservation. 

 

Information for new ley of grasses and legumes 

Type of crop to be grown Grass and legume mix 

Previous cropping Winter barley 

Soil type  Medium loam 

Soil conditions at time of sowing Dry, friable seedbed 

 

ii) You must produce a written plan for establishing a cereal crop in a field, which will 
be harvested for the grain and straw. 

The plan must include the establishment method based on the information 
provided below, reasons for the type of cereal crop and the required weed control. 

  

Information for new cereal crop 

Type of cereal crop to be grown Barley 

Previous cropping Forage maize 

Soil type  Medium/heavy loam 

Soil conditions at time of sowing Moist seedbed 

The plans should include reference to the types of records that should be 
produced and stored in relation to this task. 

The following documents will be provided to you by your assessor: 

• a copy of a grass and legume seed catalogue 

• a copy of a cereal seed catalogue. 
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Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Written Plan for Establishing a New Grass and Legume Ley 

Grass ley 

When building this grass ley, I chose varieties that were made for heavy grazing that still 

provided a high amount of nutrients. The first species vie chosen for my ley is Dolina timothy, 

the reason for this as it’s a high yielding timothy that offers low temperature growing which 

will allow the farm to turn the cattle out much early, this will save the farm a lot of money as 

bedding, feed and labour are all severely reduced. It also offers good mid-season growth 

unlike the ryegrass species. The variety itself offers a total annual yield of 103 Tonnes of 

Dm/Ha when grazed. It has a ground coverage percentage of 72% being one of the lowest 

but because we are combining it in a mix the white cover should fill the rest of the area. The 

white clover I’ve chosen is the Barblanca variety due to its large leaf size (which is suited to 

the large beef cattle that will be grazing it) as well as being very high in nutritional value 

particularly protein and minerals. It also is extremely palatable and has high yielding 

qualities. White Clovers Nitrogen Building qualities will also be useful as less fertiliser will be 

necessary providing up to 150Kg/Ha to increase grass growth and quality. The extra 

Nitrogen will help build soil health and build up nitrogen reserves for needy future crops such 

as maize. 

I plan to sow this mix at 75% timothy and 25% white clover ration which should be high 

yielding and very nutritional and could last 5 years if well maintained. Before planting I 

suggest getting a soil test done to see if the Ph and other minerals are correct if the ph. is 

wrong lime the ground before planting. If the farm has any farmyard manure to spread before 

winter this would be the time to spread as it will be absorbed by the ground over winter 

leaving no trace by the time the animals get turned out in March. My preferred method of 

sowing would be direct drilling at 2.5-5cm deep as it avoids any chance of surface run off. 

Following the drilling id the lightly roll the ground increasing soil to seed coverage, a heavy 

roller would not be advised as it would increase surface compaction too much for the seed to 

sprout its first and most vital leaf. In the spring another test of the soil should be done to see 

what minerals are missing and fix if necessary. 
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Completed Written Plan for Establishing a New Cereal Crop 

Cereal crop 

Choosing the correct species of barley, I had to decide why it was getting grown. I thought if 

the farm already a beef enterprise has, the barley will be used to help finish the cattle and 

use the straw for bedding in the winter creating FYM for fertiliser for next year’s crop. This 

made me decide on a feed variety known as NOS Gambit. It’s a variety which has a very 

high disease tolerance being an 8 out of 9 and producing 69cm of straw length per seed and 

producing 7.8T/Ha. 

As I’ve chosen a spring barley I’ll be planting early spring, id first get a soil test to see if all 

minerals and PH is correct if not these should be dealt with first before seeding. I will look to 

direct drill the crops to reduce soil disturbance and nitrogen loss, when seeding id pick a 

tractor with large tyres to reduce compaction and look for a drill which fertilises whilst seeding 

if the ground lacks nitrogen. Following on from the drill a Cambridge roller which will build the 

soil to seed area helping the seed take in the nutrients to grow 

For weed control I suggest weed targeting sprays which only kill the weed you want it too this 

will avoid any damage to the barley. Pests such as birds which can destroy crops very 

quickly should be scared off with a gas-powered banger. 
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Task 6 – Machinery and equipment 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 6 

Evidence title / description • Pre-use checklist (Figure 8) 

• Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 6 – Machinery and equipment 

Assessment themes: 

• Machinery and equipment (PO4) 

 

You must carry out the following: 

• Complete pre-use checks on a tractor and loader. 

• Hitch a trailer to a tractor. 

• Use mechanical equipment to load and unload four loaded pallets on and off a trailer. 

• Reverse the tractor and trailer into a confined area. 

• Operate mechanical equipment to bed livestock. 

 

The template for the pre-use checks (Figure 8) will be provided to you by your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Hitch a trailer to a tractor. 

• Use mechanical equipment to load and unload four loaded pallets on and off a trailer. 

• Reverse the tractor and trailer into a confined area. 

• Operate mechanical equipment to bed livestock. 

 

Video evidence: 

• Hitch a trailer to a tractor. 

• Use mechanical equipment to load and unload one loaded pallet onto and off a trailer. 

• Reverse the tractor and trailer into a confined area. 

• Operate mechanical equipment to bed livestock. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Pre-use Checklist 

Figure 8: Pre-use checklist 

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Agricultural Tractor 

Pre-Use Check: 

Check 

Completed 

(Tick): 

Comments 

(Condition of item) 

Engine oil P Correct level 

Hydraulic oil P Correct level 

Coolant level P Correct level 

Tyre tread P Sufficient tread 

Tyre pressure P Tight 

Wheel nuts P Correctly positioned 

Wing mirrors P Working correctly 

Break lights P Working correctly 

Indicator  P Working correctly 

Head lights P Working correctly 

Work lights P Working correctly 

Candidate 

name 
 

Enrolment 

number 
 

Task / 

Activity 
Task 6 Location  

Assessor 

name 
 

Date of 

assessment 
 



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

93 

Loader attachment P Securely attached 

Loader pipes connected P Clamped in and secure 

Check grease nipples P Corrected lubricated 

Overall appearance of 

tractor 
P No visible faults 

Fuel caps tight P Tight  

Tractor has fuel & 

Adblue 
P Filled up 

Link arms secure P Fastened securely 

Any visible oil leaks P No oil leak 

 

Tractor Mounted Front-End Loader 

Pre-Use Check: 

Check 

Completed 

(Tick): 

Comments 

(Condition of item) 

Pto guard on P No pto necessary 

Radiators clean P No dust build up 

Cab floor clean P Nothing prohibiting movement 

Windows  P Clean  

   

   

   

   

   

Remember to check in the operator’s manual as to how often to carry out checks, and if 

anything is wrong with the tractor or front-end loader, report it to your assessor. 
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Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 6) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate Name    Candidate number   
  

Provider name    Date  
 

 

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Hitch a trailer to a tractor: 

Safe and correct connection 
including any ancillary 
services. 

 

Before the assessment, the candidate undertook a detailed 
prestart check of the machine. 

The candidate got onto the tractor and started up the 
machine manoeuvred into position so he could pick up the 
trailer. 

The candidate did take a couple of attempts to get the hitch 
lined up with the eye of the trailer.  

 

Use mechanical equipment to load and unload four loaded pallets onto and off a 
trailer: 

Loading equipment aligned 
with the trailer. 

 

The candidate placed the trailer on the yard where they 
thought was the best place to load the objects then 
undertook the safe stop procedure before getting out of the 
tractor. 

They placed the trailer a little too close to other things in 

the yard, so had to make a few manoeuvres to place the 
objects onto the trailer. 

Smooth operation of 
controls. 

 

The candidate demonstrated good use of the controls 
whilst lifting and lowering objects, but did lift some of the 
objects whilst turning. 
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Loads placed in specified 
positions. 

 

The candidate placed the loads onto the trailer correctly. 
They demonstrated the under cutting technique but forgot 
to place the object down and undercut it fully to ensure 
safe lifting. 

When unloading the trailer, the candidate unloaded both 
items from one side then the other, creating an unbalanced 
load. 

All round observations (if 
possible). 

 

The candidate did demonstrate some all-round 
observations during the task to show awareness of what 
was around them. 

Loading equipment left in a 
safe position after use. 

 

The load was left securely and safely after use with the 
boom down and the pallet forks flat on the floor. 

 

Reversing the tractor into a confined area: 

Optimum use of available 
area. 

 

The candidate made good use of the area available to 
allow room to make a wide turn to be able to swing around 
the corner and into the space. 

Safe use of mechanical 
equipment. 

 

Operated the machinery in a safe manner. 

Smooth operation of 
controls. 

 

The candidate demonstrated smooth operation of the 
controls, correct use of gears for reversing with confidence 
and accuracy. 

 

All round observations (if 
possible). 
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Tractor left in a safe position 
after use. 

 

At the end of the assessment the candidate left the tractor 
and trailer in a safe and secure way and got of the tractor 
correctly. 

 

Operate mechanical equipment to bed livestock: 

Correct use and smooth 
operation of controls. 

 

 

The candidate got onto the machine and drove up to the 
bale of straw. They undertook the safe stop procedure, got 
of the machine and loaded the bucket with straw. 

Good hand-eye coordination for the operation of the 
machine and good fluidity of the controls. 

Accurate driving/operation 
and all-round observations 
(if possible). 

The candidate demonstrated the safe stop procedure when 
getting of the machine. 

Drove up to the bale loaded the straw then drove to the 
pen. 

Ensured straight on to the pen before lifting the boom and 
extending the boom. 

Tipped out the bedding and then reversed, checking 
surroundings. Once clear of the barrier, got the boom down 
and in. 

Good all-round observations checking over their shoulder 
before reversing. 

Even distribution of 
bedding. 

 

The candidate used minimalistic straw in the pen but the 
straw used was well shaken out. 

Mechanical equipment left 
in a safe position after use. 

 

The candidate left the machine safely and securely at the 
end of the assessment. 
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Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

 DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 7a – Estate maintenance 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 7a 

Evidence title / description • Written report on the plan (typically 500 words, plus 

diagram) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 7a – Estate maintenance 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and safety (PO5) 

• Plan boundary maintenance (PO5) 

 

You are responsible for the maintenance of the boundaries surrounding the areas of 
production.  

You must plan for a new 200 metre length of hedge with mixed plant species and protective 
fencing. This hedge will be on a level site in between two fields which will contain adult cattle. 

You must produce a written report including: 

• a justified plan and costing of the materials. You must select the appropriate materials 
from the list in Figure 1 and are not expected to use all of them. Labour does not 
need to be costed.  

• a labelled end elevation diagram of the proposed hedge installation. This can be 
handwritten or digital and does not need to be to scale. 

• the environmental considerations, legislation and codes of practice (including 
potential malpractice) which are relevant to the task. 
 

The estate materials list (Figure 1) will be provided to you by your assessor.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Written Report 

The proposed new hedge design is sure to make a both a great boundary to the field and 

create great opportunities for the local wildlife.  

The fences around the hedges are made so that animals cannot break through and also with 

the addition of the top barb wire, unable to eat new sprouted leaves from the plants which is 

sure to boost growth. Under the barb there is a strand of plain wire this to heighten the fence 

which is essential when blocking large animals such as cattle which are in the fields either 

side. 

 The hedge will be made up of 6 species; hawthorn, 70%; Oak 5%; Beech, 5%; Holly,5%; 

Bleu berry,5%, rose bush,5%. 

Environmental considerations 

The benefits to have a hedge between your fences are very good, such as it acts like a 

wildlife corridor creating habitats that provide food and homes. Eventually the hedge will get 

laid creating a dense canopy for small animals hiding from predators. Due to the dense 

foliage and branches stock can no longer contact each other which is very helpful when 

trying to combat disease and illness such as bovine tuberculosis and Bluetongue.  It can also 

act as shelter for livestock through storms and times of extreme weather reducing the impact 

and helping maintain yield. 

Costing up the hedge  

• 4 straining posts =£100.00 

• 4 struts =£30.00 

• 130 intermediate posts = £794.30 

• 1 x 20KG Staples = £38.39 

• 1x5KG Staples = £24.99 

• 8 Stock netting = £ 559.92 

• 2 Barb wire = £109.98 

• 2 Plain wire = £96.00 

• 200 metres of plants = £610.00 

• 1000 Plant guards = £400.00 

• 20 Packs of bamboo canes = £339.80 

• 1 Round wire nails = £6.32 

• 4 planks =30.44 

Total = £3140.14 

 

Health and safety  

When building a fence, it is peril that you wear the appropriate PPE to be safe and not injure 

yourself. The PPE includes: 

• Gloves  

• Steal toe caped Boots/Wellies 
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• Safety glasses 

• Helmet  

These mitigate many of the risks when working with both tools and the materials on site. 

Equipment 

The equipment necessary to construct the fence include:  

• A Mel hammer to hit the posts into the ground 

• A regular hammer to hit staples into the post 

• Wire pullers to pull the wire tight to the fence  

• A gavelic to make a hole for the post to be placed in before hitting 

• A set of plyers to remove a staple if it accidentally bends  

• Spade to make a hole in the soil at 6-8cm deep for the plants to be placed into 

This should lead to a successful hedge and fence. 
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Task 7b – Estate maintenance 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 7b 

Evidence title / description • Risk assessment (Figure 4) 

• Assessor observations 

• Photographic evidence 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 7b – Estate maintenance 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and safety (PO5) 

• Carry out boundary maintenance (PO5) 

 

Bridge End Farm requires the installation of a 50 metre length of temporary, 3-strand electric 
fence for sheep. 

You must: 

• complete a risk assessment for the planned construction.  

• select appropriate tools, equipment and materials from a variety of available items 
provided by your assessor.  

• construct a 50 metre length of temporary, 3-strand electric fence for sheep which 
includes a corner. 

• safely install the energiser. 
 

The template for the risk assessment (Figure 4) will be provided to you by your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Construct a 50 metre length of temporary, 3-strand electric fence for sheep which 
includes a corner. 

 
Photographic evidence: 

• The finished fence: 
o Full section. 
o Sample of post/stake (vertical). 
o Sample of wire attachment to posts/stakes. 
o Wire attachment to energiser to the fence. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Risk Assessment 

Figure 4: Risk assessment  

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Item 

no. 

What are the 

hazards? 

Who might be 

harmed and 

how? 

What precautions 

are already in 

place? 

Risk 

rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low) 

What further action 

is necessary? 

Action by who 

and when? 

Residual 

risk rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low / 

Trivial) 

1 Slips, trips and falls Anyone involved PPE Medium  
No rushing 

Take time 
Anyone involved Low 

Candidate 

name 
 Candidate number  

Task / Activity Task 7b  Location  

Assessor 

name 
 

Date of 

assessment 
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Item 

no. 

What are the 

hazards? 

Who might be 

harmed and 

how? 

What precautions 

are already in 

place? 

Risk 

rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low) 

What further action 

is necessary? 

Action by who 

and when? 

Residual 

risk rating 

(High / 

Medium / 

Low / 

Trivial) 

2 Electrocution Anyone involved 

PPE  

Don’t turn on before 

fence errected 

Medium  Voltage tester Anyone involved Low 

3 Harm from equipment Anyone involved 
Training 

PPE  
Low No Anyone involved Low 

 

Date of assessment:  Risk assessment carried out by: [candidate name]  

Date of assessment:  Risk assessment reviewed by assessor: [assessor name] 
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Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 7b) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   

    

Provider name    Date  

   

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Construct a 50 metre length of temporary, 3-strand electric fence for sheep which 
includes a corner: 

Correct selection from a 
range of tools and 
equipment (posts/stakes, 
wire, energisers).  

 

The candidate correctly selected the tools required to 
undertake the task. 

Correct pre-use checks on 
tools and machinery. 

 

The candidate checked the tools were all in good order 
before starting the task. 

Posts/stakes spaced 
appropriately to length and 
undulation of the land, 
vertical, in line with marker. 

 

The candidate correctly placed the stakes at the 
appropriate places and distances apart on fence line. 
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Stock wires sufficiently and 
suitability attached and 
tensioned.  

 

The candidate ensured the electric fence end posts were 
secured at each end before tensioning the wire. Ensured it 
was not touching the ground. 

Demonstrate use of 
appropriate tools and 
equipment. 

 

The candidate demonstrated careful and appropriate use of 
the tools. 

Energiser correctly fitted. The candidate attached a dropped wire between all three 
electric fence reels, attached the clip to the fence but did 
not secure it correctly. They then switched on the unit to 
see it was working. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Photographic Evidence 

Photograph 

Full section of fence - post/stakes (vertical) 

 
 

Wire attachment to posts/stakes 
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Wire attachment to energiser to the fence 
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Task 7c – Estate maintenance 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 7c 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Photographic evidence 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 7c – Estate maintenance 

Assessment themes: 

• Carry out boundary maintenance (PO5) 

 

You must clear unwanted vegetation from a section of path or roadway using appropriate 
equipment. 

• Check the path or roadway for unwanted vegetation. 

• Remove the unwanted vegetation using appropriate tools and equipment. 

• Dispose of the waste appropriately. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Check a section of path or roadway for unwanted vegetation. 

• Remove the unwanted vegetation. 

• Dispose of the waste appropriately. 

 

Photographic evidence: 

• Photograph of before the candidate has undertaken the task to include the whole 
area. 

• Photograph of after the candidate has undertaken the task to include the whole area. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 7c) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   

    

Provider name    Date  

   

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Check a section of path 
or roadway for unwanted 
vegetation. Candidate sufficiently checked the area of allocated path for 

unwanted vegetation, correctly identifying the vegetation to 
be removed.   

Remove the unwanted vegetation: 

Correct selection of tools, 
equipment and machinery. 

 

The candidate selected appropriate hand tools from a range 
provided.   

Correct pre-use checks on 
tools, equipment and 
machinery. 

 

The candidate sufficiently checked the selected tools for 
safe functioning.   
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Safe and efficient use of 
tools, equipment and 
machinery as appropriate to 
the task.  

 

The candidate used the correct techniques in a safe manner 
to carry out the removal of vegetation.  

 

Dispose of the waste appropriately: 

Segregate waste as 
required. 

 

All waste was segregated appropriately in line with 
protocols.  

 

Store waste in sacks and 
containers as appropriate. 

All waste was cleared and stored appropriately in line with 
industry standards.   

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Photographic Evidence 

Photograph 

Before the task 

 
 

After the task 
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Task 7d – Estate maintenance 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 7d 

Evidence title / description • Assessor observations 

• Video evidence – not included in Grade SEM 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 7d – Estate maintenance 

Assessment themes: 

• Carry out boundary maintenance (PO5) 

 

You must: 

• undertake grassland topping of grazing land, using a tractor mounted or trailed 
topper. This must include three headland turns. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

Assessor observations: 

• Use a tractor mounted or trailed topper to undertake grassland topping of grazing 
land, including three headland turns. 

 

Video evidence: 

• Undertake grassland topping of grazing land: 

o Start of the topping 

o Correct and safe operation of the tractor mounted topper with one headland 
turn 

o Completion of the task. 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Assessor Observation Form 

Assessor Observation Form (Task 7d) 

8717-403 Livestock Production – Summer 2025 

Candidate name    Candidate number   

    

Provider name    Date  

   

Complete the table below referring to the relevant marking grid, found in the assessment 
pack.  

Do not allocate marks at this stage.    

Assessor observation Notes – detailed, accurate and differentiating notes which 
identify areas of strength and weakness are necessary to 
distinguish between different qualities of performance and 
to facilitate accurate allocation of marks once all evidence 
has been submitted.   

Use a tractor-mounted or trailed topper to undertake grassland topping of grazing 
land, including three headland turns: 

Safe and efficient use of the 
topper. 

 

Topper correctly attached. 

Lifted the machine off the ground and engaged the PTO. 

The candidate used the full working width of the machine. 

Appropriate use of the 
topper is demonstrated. 

 

The candidate went in too high a gear. 

Lifted the topped out at the ends to make turns. 

Lifted out on the final run to avoid a stone. 

Reduced engine revs and turned off the topper. 

 

Internal assessor signature  Date  

  

DD/MM/YY 

If completing electronically, double-click next to the ‘X’ to add an electronic signature once the record 
is finalised. 
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Task 8 – Environment and accommodation 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 8 

Evidence title / description • Calculations of the number of offspring sold as 

finished pigs per year 

• An annotated (A3 size) plan of the buildings 

• Written report (typically 1000 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 8 – Environment and accommodation 

Assessment themes: 

• Breeding (PO2) 

• Environment and accommodation (PO3) 

 

You are required to carry out planning based on the expansion of Bridge End Farm and the 
introduction of the new indoor pig production buildings. This should accommodate weaned 
pigs through rearing and up to finishing. 

i) You must calculate the number of offspring sold as finished pigs per year from the 100 
breeding sows, based on the following: 

• average number of litters per sow per year is 2.2 

• average number of pigs weaned per litter is 12.6 

• mortality of piglets between weaning and selling as finished pigs is 4%. 

 
You must show your workings as part of these calculations. 

 
ii) You must produce an annotated plan (A3 size) for accommodation and handling facilities 
which comply with the DEFRA Code of Practice for the Welfare of Pigs and meet farm 
assurance standards. You must use the performance calculations from part i) and the 
following information: 

• an even spread of farrowing throughout the year 

• weaning is at 28 days 

• the rearing period is 70 days 

• average weight at the end of the rearing period is 37.5 kg 

• the finishing period is 110 days 

• average weight at the end of the finishing period is 117 kg. 

 

The annotated plan (A3 size) must include:  

• the layout of the buildings: 

o handling facilities 
o feed/water access   
o space allowances  
o rearing accommodation 
o finishing accommodation. 

The plan does not need to include storage facilities for feed, bedding or manure. 

The plan does not need to be to scale but measurements must be included. 

 

iii) Using the performance calculations from part i) and the plan from part ii), you must 
produce a written report, with justifications for the plan, including: 

• principles and requirements of pig accommodation design, to meet welfare and 
environmental requirements 



 

8717-403 Livestock Production Occupational Specialism – Summer 2025 Pass Grade SEM (v1.1) 

120 

• how accommodation design can optimise the natural behaviour and health and 
welfare of the pigs. 

 

The following documents will be provided to you by your assessor: 

• a copy of the John Nix Pocketbook for Farm Management (current edition) 

• a copy of the DEFRA Code of Practice for the Welfare of Pigs.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Calculations 

1.A sow produces an average 2.2 litters a year, The average litter size is 12.6.  multiplying 

these numbers gives us weaned piglets per year which is 27. The mortality between weaning 

and finished is 4%. Which means each sow produces 25 finished pigs per year. Multiplying 

this figure by 100 produces the total amount of finished pigs per year which is 2500. 

 

Completed Written Report 

3.The pig enterprise alongside other sectors of agriculture are held to strict rules and 

legislation when it comes to housing and environment of their animals. 

Starting with the boar and sow, boars must be kept in A 3M by 2M pen with vertical bars due 

to the fact if the bars were horizontal the boar would try climb out. To the side of the boar pen 

there is a in-heat sow pen. When the breeder sees the first sign of oestrus the sow is brought 

to the pen where she is left 36-44 hours before she is let in with the boar to be served. both 

pens are given light for 16 hours at 300 LUX to help promote fertility.  Once in farrow the sow 

is taken to a sow pen when she is closely monitored for 112 days until she is brought to the 

farrowing crates to farrow on day 113-115 with an average of 114 days. The 6 farrowing 

crates (1.5m by 2m) are built for piglet safety as well as sow comfort. The sow is held in by 

very ergonomic metal bars which are big enough for piglets to get through, this allows for a 

safe escape area for the piglets with heat mats with are a constant 28 degrees. Piglets 

cannot thermoregulate so their surroundings must be the perfect temperature. It is said if u 

see piglets bundled up together the surroundings are too cold and need to be warmed up. 

When the piglets reach 10 days old creep feed should be offered this is to improve DLWG 

whilst relieving pressure from the sow. At 28 days old or when they reach 7Kg the sow is 

moved to the Dry sow pen when she recovers from the tough farrowing. The piglets get 

moved to a larger pen (rearing pen) filled with the litters from the other 6 farrowing crates 

from that batch. the pen is bedded on straw with corn on the cobs buried within this is optimal 

enrichment for the piglets as it mimics their natural behaviour but other sub optimal 

enrichment such as balls, tubs and bales will do if corn is too expensive. The piglets stay in 

this pen for around 70 days or until they reach 37.5Kg this is when they are moved into a 

finishing pen which will provide enough space for the until they reach 117Kg 110 days later. 

Biosecurity on the enterprise is a must due to the fact disease in pigs transmits incredibly 

quickly. Disinfectant stations should be placed in every entrance and exit to the building. The 

farm should also use the all-in all-out method which means the 6 farrowing pigs all go in 

together and all leave together this means there are no diseases crossing between batches 

of piglets and with having 3 separate rearing pens like on my plan there won’t be any 

contamination between batches of piglets until there off the farm 

 Every pen on the farm should have both a nipple drinker and an Automatic feed station as 

we want to limit human interaction as much as possible as pigs are violent in nature and 

could easily injure a human which is why my plan is all about movement efficiency Around 

the farm making it quick easy and safe to move sows, boars and piglets around. 

 These where my reasons for the farm plan thank you for listening 
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Task 9 – Health, welfare and performance 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 9 

Evidence title / description • Health, welfare and performance form (Figure 9) 

• Written report (typically 500 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 9 – Health, welfare and performance 

Assessment themes: 

• Health and welfare (PO4) 

• Transportation (PO4) 

• Production (PO4): 
o Performance data 

 

As part of the plan to introduce new enterprises to the farm, you must: 

• complete the health, welfare and performance form for the 32 000 poultry unit for 
barn egg production.  

• write a written report including: 

o justifications for the considerations made within the health, welfare and 
performance form  

o factors affecting key performance indicators (KPIs). 

 

The health, welfare and performance template (Figure 9) will be provided by your assessor. 

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Health, Welfare and Performance Form 

Figure 9: Health, welfare and performance 

This template may be modified by adding items/rows only. 

   

Biosecurity considerations Disease amongst hens is very common with diseases like avian influenza spreading around the 

Uk so biosecurity is essential for hen farmers. Farmers take Strick precautions when dealing with 

disease such a disinfecting everyone who comes on farm. Only buying off trusted breeders with 

correct documentation for there hens  

 The animal welfare frameworks and 

legislation that must be considered and 

how they relate to the enterprise 

• Animal rights act,2006 – outlines how indoor hens must be treated  

• Defra codes of conduct -how animals must be housed and transported 

• The British lion egg company - ensures hens are reared without harm and stress 

The handling techniques when catching 

and loading/unloading 

A farmer should first have training on catching and releasing before dealing with hens 

Hens should be caught by placing a hand over each wing and lifting, ensuring no damage to the 

wing. Hens should then be transported by  being turned over and held by the legs. When 

releasing the hens should be thrown into the air and be allowed to land where ever they want 

Candidate 

name 
 Candidate number  

Task / Activity Task 9, Complete a health and welfare form Location  

Assessor name  
Date of 

assessment 
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Transportation requirements  Water to be given at all times and feed given after 6 hours.  

Animals must have documentation for travel 

A license is needed 

The techniques used to identify and 

monitor the health and wellbeing of the 

chickens  

Checked In-person minimum once a day, looking for illness or changes in behaviour-  

CCTV can be set up-  

A bird should lay an egg every 25 hours (6 days a week) so if the hen isn’t meeting its KPI 

something must be wrong 

Key performance indicators (KPIs) of the 

production operation  

• 6 eggs per week 

Routine health checks for the chickens 

and signs of good and poor health 

 

Check to be carried 

out 

Signs of good health  Signs of poor health 

eyes Bright and alert Dim droopy and mucus around the 

edge 

ears Clean and pink Mucus in ear 

feet Sharp claws and strong legs Bumblefoot 

Blisters  

cuts 

beak Sharp  Cracks  

signs of damage 

feathers shiny Covered in mites 
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Completed Written Report 

Introducing hens 

The first thing we need on farm is housing for the hens, the barn will have to be large enough 

to accommodate 32000 hens all with perches 15cm wide that are 30cm apart they will also 

need cubby holes 35 cm off the ground. There will have to also be dust basins so the hens 

can clean themselves 

Before we bring the birds in the barn needs to be fully disinfected this is to ensure the birds 

aren’t coming into a contaminated environment. 

When purchasing the birds, a farmer should look for birds that are up to date on vaccinations 

and have all the correct documentation. 

When transporting the hens ensure they have suffient water on board as it is by law they 

should have access to water at all times and if the journey is longer and 6 hours food is also 

required 
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Task 10 – Areas surrounding the livestock production 

environment 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 10 

Evidence title / description • Written report on one alternative diversification use 

for the areas surrounding the production environment 

(typically 1000 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 10 – Areas surrounding the livestock production 

environment 

Assessment themes: 

• Plan boundary maintenance (PO5) 

 

The owners of Bridge End Farm are looking for an alternative use for the areas surrounding 
the production environment. The alternative use must be for diversification. The primary aim 
is to add profit to the farm business.  
 
You must produce a written report including: 

• a justified proposal for one diversification use for the areas surrounding the 
production environment 

• the benefits to the farm business 

• the implications of the diversification.     
 

A copy of the John Nix Pocketbook for Farm Management (current edition) will be provided 
to you by your assessor. 
 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Written Report 

I believe that bridge end farm is best suited to a DIY horse livery. Which is perfect as we 

would only provide the land and stables quickly returning our investment quickly. Owners 

could be charged 3 pound a day for basic facilities and if we choose to build an arena and 

jumps, we could charge 5 pounds. 

My plan for diversification is we build the 24-horse stable for the first year attracting 

customers with online advertising which targets the local area. The third year we build and 

outdoor arena which has the potential to be covered in the future. 

 The stables will be fit the hold 24 horses with facilities such as washrooms, tac rooms, 

lockers, car park and 24/7 surveillance. The business has the potential for a £26280 turnover 

each year after 3 years the facilities should have paid for themselves, and all profit now 

would be used on upgrading the facilities and creating a new outdoor sand arena 

To draw people to our business we will use online marketing alongside a friend referral 

scheme where if the owners of a horse refer a friend which signs up to the livery, they will get 

£50 which will incentivise customers. 

I will also look into some hedging schemes so we can be paid for hedges we put around the 

facilities to help introduce more wildlife into the surrounding environment. 
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Task 11 – Performance data 

 

 

Assessment number  

(eg 1234-033) 
8717-403 

Assessment title Livestock Production Occupational Specialism  

 

Candidate name <first name> <surname> 

City & Guilds candidate No. ABC1234 

 

Provider name <provider name> 

City & Guilds provider No. 999999a 

 

Task(s) 11 

Evidence title / description • Written report (typically 1000 words) 

Date submitted by 

candidate 
DD/MM/YY 
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Task 11 – Performance data 

Assessment themes: 

• Rearing (PO3) 

• Production (PO4): 
o Performance data 

 

Using the performance data for the grass silage beef finishing system (Figure 2), you must 
produce a written report including:   

 

• analysis and comparison of the herd’s physical and financial performance with 
industry benchmark data (John Nix Pocketbook for Farm Management) 

• a summary of whether the farm should consider moving away from finishing beef 
produced by the dairy herd to finishing suckler calves bought in at 10 months instead. 

 
Performance data (Figure 2) and a copy of the John Nix Pocketbook for Farm Management 
(current edition) will be provided to you by your assessor.  

 

Additional evidence of your performance that must be captured for marking:  

• n/a 
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Candidate evidence 

Completed Written Report 

Task 11 part 1 

It is clear to me that bridge end farm is on par with its competitors but yet has still some room 

for its profits to grow. 

The farms overall physical data is beating the 

benchmark 

The DLWG of the Cattle is incredibly good beating 

the benchmark by 0.13KG per dead which is 

heading for the 1kg per head business will be aiming 

for. 

The morality of the herd is also hitting benchmark but the closer to 0 the better. 

Bridge end farm is also doing amazing at not over keeping stock, having them gone 259 

days sooner than the benchmark  

bridge end farm does actually make the same amount of money as the benchmark due to the 

days it takes to rear the cattle with both making 99p a day from there cattle but there as 

many places for bridge end to improve with the main problem being sale price with 

benchmark achieving £95 pounds more for just 22kg, so I suggest changing where they sell 

beef cattle too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another way they could save is by growing their own straw or swapping bedding type. 

Perhaps even make a deal with a local arable farm where you bed on their straw and you 

provide Farmyard Manure (FYM) in return 

Another great expenditure is miscellaneous costs which is costing us £101 which is £33 over 

benchmark these 3 things are costing the business £170 per head which could all be profit if 

changed 
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Task 11 part 2 

Bridge end farm should not move from rearing dairy bred beef cattle due to the very small 

profit margins of the suckler calves. With dairy 

reared calves making £397 per head and 

sucklers only making £68 which is a massive 

£329 difference 

 The suckler system is much more intense 

with growth rates pushed by barley, protein 

and minerals which are costing £250 per 

head which is £80 more than what we par for 

concentrates.  

Vet meds were about the same with just a 

pound difference 

Bedding was another big spend for the 

suckler benchmark costing almost double the 

dairy reared stock 

Miscellaneous still costs a large amount for both but sucklers do still beat the dairy by £25 

less 
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Principal Moderator Commentary 

The candidate worked safely and consistently throughout all practical and written elements of 

the assessment, demonstrating adequate levels of skill and understanding across livestock, 

crop, and estate-based tasks. Practical performance was generally stronger than written 

evidence, which lacked depth but met the threshold requirements for a pass.  

Across livestock husbandry and rearing, the candidate handled animals calmly and 

effectively, showing welfare-orientated practice and an awareness of flight zones and safe 

positioning. Sheep and cattle were caught, restrained, and turned safely, with good physical 

dexterity and calm control. Milking and dosing were carried out confidently, following farm 

protocols and maintaining hygiene standards. Handling and use of equipment met industry 

expectations, although efficiency and speed were occasionally below commercial levels.  

Health and safety were maintained throughout. Risk assessments and documentation were 

completed to an adequate standard, though coverage of hazards was limited. The candidate 

demonstrated understanding of legislative and welfare requirements, working to safe 

methods in all environments.  

In feeding and housing tasks, calves were mixed, fed, and managed correctly using 

appropriate biosecurity procedures. Accommodation was cleaned, measured, and bedded to 

acceptable industry standards. The candidate displayed sound knowledge of stocking 

density and welfare considerations, although written justification and calculations remained 

basic.  

Machinery operation was safe and competent. The candidate completed pre-use checks 

accurately, hitched and operated equipment securely, and showed good control when 

loading, reversing, and bedding livestock. A few minor errors in positioning and judgement 

were observed but were promptly corrected.  

Crop and soil-based tasks were completed methodically. Soil sampling and pH testing were 

accurate and followed correct technique. Identification of plant species and written crop plans 

were clear and relevant, though limited in analytical depth. The candidate demonstrated 

adequate understanding of establishment methods, seed selection, and weed control with 

some good, applied reasoning evident.  

In estate maintenance, the candidate produced appropriate plans for hedge and fence 

construction and worked safely when installing a temporary electric fence. Selection of 

materials and use of tools were appropriate, with good application of safe working practice 

and adequate understanding of environmental and legislative considerations.  

Overall, the candidate demonstrated the sound technical skills and safe working methods 

required to meet the pass boundary. Practical performance frequently exceeded the 

minimum standard, showing ability above the cusp of a pass, while written and evaluative 

work remained basic but sufficient.  
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Get in touch 

The City & Guilds Quality team are here to answer any queries you may have 

regarding your T Level Technical Qualification delivery.  

 

Should you require assistance, please contact us using the details below: 

 

Monday - Friday | 08:30 - 17:00 GMT 
 

T: 0300 303 53 52 

E: technicals.quality@cityandguilds.com 

W: http://www.cityandguilds.com/tlevels 

 

Web chat available here. 

The T Level is a qualification approved and managed by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.   

Copyright in this document belongs to, and is used under licence from, the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical 

Education, © 2025. ‘T-LEVELS’ is a registered trademark of the Department for Education. ‘T Level’ is a registered 

trademark of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. ‘Institute for Apprenticeships & Technical 

Education’ and logo are registered trademarks of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education.   

We make every effort to ensure that the information contained in this publication is true and correct at the time of going 

to press. However, City & Guilds’ products and services are subject to continuous development and improvement, and 

the right is reserved to change products and services from time to time. City & Guilds cannot accept responsibility for 

any loss or damage arising from the use of information in this publication.  

City & Guilds is a trademark of City & Guilds Limited (Reg No 16513878). City & Guilds, Giltspur House, 5–6 Giltspur 

Street, London, EC1A 9DE. 
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