[image: ]UNIT 212 Keeping horses at grass

SOW LEVEL 2 (Technical) Certificate in Equine Care (0172-[25])


	Lesson 1: Introduction to Unit 212[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This Unit will link to practical yard duties or equivalent. Many of the tasks overlap and can be practised regularly, depending on the centre’s routine. Opportunities to practise on a yard are crucial and depending on resources available, you could include practical estate skills, such as repairing fences, hedge laying and tractor/quad driving to support pasture management. Links to local yards and employers will add more value to this Unit; where possible, trips and guest speakers would benefit the learners’ experience.
] 

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcomes 1–3:
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses 
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	All topics

	Theory session
Tutor to introduce the Unit and content, providing an overview of the key tasks/Learning Outcomes.
Learner activity
Learn key words, spelling and pronunciation, with the help of a wordsearch or quiz. The keywords for the Unit are: poisonous, maintenance, boundaries, poaching, ragwort and rhododendron.

	Wordsearch
Quiz
Books
Equine-related magazines
Website
www.bhs.org.uk/welfare-and-care/free-leaflets
Book
Marks, K – Catching Made Easy (J. A. Allen & Co Ltd, 2001) ISBN 9780851318400




	
Lesson 2: Preparing to turn out
	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare to turn horses out on to grazing land

	Practical session
Tutor to demonstrate how to prepare a horse for turn out: fitting turn out rugs, brushing boots and overreach boots, and wearing correct PPE for turning out.
Learner activity
Learners to practise fitting turn out rugs, brushing boots and overreach boots.

	Range of turn out rugs: new Zealand, fly sheet, hoods, ear covers, fly fringes, nose nets
Brushing and overreach boots




	Lesson 3: Preparing to turnout
	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare to turn horses out on to grazing land

	Practical session
Learners to discuss and suggest aa turn out plan, eg which horses in which field. Learners to prepare selected horses for turn out as instructed.
	See Lesson 3
Instructions related to which horses to prepare and what equipment is needed




	Lesson 4: Turn out, safe, leading and release
	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land

	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.2
Lead and release horses on to grazing land safely

	Theory session
Learners to discuss the risks when turning out horses and actions to minimise those risks. Tutor to cover different methods of restraint, such as bridle and chifney. Tutor to cover planning a route and safe method of release as a separate aspect.
	Risk assessment templates
Head collar and halters, turn out bridle and chifney
Scenarios






	Lesson 5: Turn out, safe, leading and release – continued 
	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.2
Lead and release horses on to grazing land safely

	Practical session
Tutor to assess learners’ ability to lead correctly and safely. Learners to work together to turn out selected horses in given fields.

	Horses to turn out
Equipment
Restraint equipment
Field plan






	Lesson 6: Checking turned out horses
Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly

	Practical session
Tutor to cover signs of health/ill health, behavioural signs, feeding patterns, temperature, coat, monitoring condition of horses and possible changes, and who to report to.
Learner activity
Check horses for health and report back.

	Horses turned out
Head collars and lead ropes to catch if required
Hat and gloves for learners
Check sheet for reporting or tutor feedback sheet if reporting verbally






	Lesson 7: Catching horses
Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	

	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.4
Catch and bring in horses from grazing land safely

	Theory session
Tutor to cover methods of catching, headcollar and bridle, catching difficult horses, using titbits, awareness of other horses and return to stable.
	Worksheets
Website
http://goo.gl/VZHNjD






	Lesson 8: Catching horses – continued 
Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.4
Catch and bring in horses from grazing land safely

	Practical session
Learners to catch selected horses as instructed and bring them into stable.
	List of horses to be caught with field plan
Headcollars and bridles if needed
Appropriate PPE for learners 






	Lesson 9: Recap for Learning Outcome 2
Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare to turn horses out on to grazing land
Topic 2.2
Lead and release horses on to grazing land safely
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 2.4
Catch and bring in horses from grazing land safely

	Theory session
Tutor to facilitate quiz to assess learning of all topics in Learning Outcome 2.

	Quiz questions and answers (this activity could be carried out as a small group or individually, or as an interactive quiz using a smart board)





	Lesson 10: Reasons for checking grazing
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1
The reasons for checking grazing land used for horses

	Theory session
Tutor to cover the reasons for checking grazing, including: safety, security, fencing, access, water, health of the horses, over-stocking, quality of grass and soil, control of weeds, debris, and rubbish.
Learner activity
Produce a mindmap on reasons for checking grazing.

	Mindmap
Worksheets and pictures of pasture for discussion/evaluation






	Lesson 11: Basic field checks
Learning Outcomes 1 and 3:
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out an initial field check, reporting back on the condition of fencing, size, access, drainage, quality and quantity of grazing, and nutritional value of grazing.

	Checklists
Website
http://goo.gl/3BEXA3





	Lesson 12: Soil type and grazing
Learning Outcome 1: Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing

	Practical session
Learners could carry out a basic soil assessment and grass identification of a given field. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different soil types, and list good grasses for horse grazing.

	Soil analysis kit
Labelled pictures/diagrams of good and bad grasses






	Lesson 13: Field boundaries
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Learner activity
Using worksheets, identify a range of different fencing methods and describe the advantages/disadvantages of each.

	Worksheets
Pictures of a range of fences, examples of electrical tape
Opportunity to develop numeracy skills through working out costs
Website
http://goo.gl/usVYzZ






	Lesson 14: Providing shelter
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Learner activity
Complete a worksheet on identifying a range of methods for providing shelter and describe the advantages/disadvantages of each.

	Worksheets
Pictures of a range of different shelters





	Lesson 15: Check and maintain stable conditions
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Learner activity
Complete a worksheet on identifying a range of methods for providing water and describe the advantages/disadvantages of each.
	Worksheets
Images 
Internet search for different methods






	Lesson 16: Practical field checks
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance, including checking and removing hazards such as poo picking, cleaning water troughs and, if appropriate, maintenance of fencing/moving of electrical tape. Provide feedback and report correctly.	


	Wheelbarrow or trailer and tools for poo picking
Water trough cleaning equipment
Headcollar and lead rope for catching horses, if necessary
Hat and gloves for learners in case of need
Tools for fence maintenance, if needed





	Lesson 17: Common poisonous plants
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.2
Common types of poisonous plants and weeds

	Theory session
Tutor to recap on good grasses. Cover the identification of a range of poisonous plants and their effective control, using news stories to relate the importance of removing poisonous plants.
Learner activity
Worksheet and discussion of news articles.
	Worksheet
Pictures and, where possible, real examples of poisonous plants at different stages of growth
Suitable news articles from equine-related magazines/websites
Website
http://goo.gl/ycRLWF






	Lesson 18: Common weeds
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1
The reasons for checking grazing land used for horses
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Theory session
Tutor to recap good grasses and poisonous plants. Learners to identify a range of common weeds and their effective control.
Learner activity
Complete worksheet.
	Worksheet
Pictures and, where possible, real examples of common weeds at different stages of growth
Website
http://goo.gl/wy9alo







	Lesson 19: Poisonous plant and weed identification
Learning Outcome 3: Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1
The reasons for checking grazing land used for horses
Topic 3.2
Common types of poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Plant identification test: learners to identify a range of unlabelled poisonous plants, weeds and good grasses.

	Unlabelled examples and/or pictures of a range of poisonous plants, weeds and good grasses
Answer sheet






	Lesson 20: Trip
Learning Outcome 2: Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare to turn horses out on to grazing land

	Practical session
Depending on location, conduct a yard visit to carry out field checks, including monitoring turned out horses. Learners to provide feedback as instructed.
Provide learners with an opportunity to assess unknown grazing.

	This would depend on location but if near groups of wild ponies (eg National Parks, Dartmoor, Exmoor or New Forest), a visit could be arranged to observe/check ponies or visit local yards with different pasture management routines. Compare high quality grazing with horse sick pastures to discuss management






	Lesson 21: Practical field maintenance (1)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance, including checking and removing hazards, such as poo picking, and weed/poisonous plant removal and correct disposal.
Horses to be visually checked.
Provide feedback and report correctly.

	Wheelbarrow or trailer and tools for poo picking
Gloves for weed pulling
Headcollar and lead rope for catching horses, if necessary
PPE for handling horses should be available, if needed





	Lesson 22: Practical field maintenance (2)
Learning Outcomes 1–3:
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses 
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply
	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance, checking water supply and cleaning troughs/water buckets.
Horses to be visually checked.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Buckets and scrubbing brushes for cleaning troughs
Headcollar and lead rope for catching horses, if necessary
PPE for handling horses should be available, if needed





	Lesson 23: Practical field maintenance (3)
Learning Outcome 1: Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks to include maintenance of fencing and fencing/moving of electrical tape.
Horses to be visually checked.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Fencing tools as required, eg hammers, staples and fencing batteries
If fencing needs treating then brushes and wood preserve (provide PPE, eg gloves and overalls)






	Lesson 24: Practical field maintenance (4)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses 
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance. In pairs, catch up any turned out horses for health checking and basic grooming.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Headcollars and lead ropes
Basic grooming kit, hoof pick, dandy brushes
Health check sheets for recording




	Lesson 25: Practical field maintenance (5)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses 
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance, including checking and removing hazards such as poo picking and weed/poisonous plant removal and correct disposal.
Horses to be visually checked.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Wheelbarrow or trailer and tools for poo picking
Gloves/forks for weed pulling
Headcollar and lead rope for catching horses, if necessary
PPE for handling horses should be available if needed




	Lesson 26: Practical field maintenance (6)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses 
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/ methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance. In pairs, catch up any turned out horses for health checking and basic groom.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Headcollars and lead ropes
Basic grooming kit, hoof pick, dandy brushes
Health check sheets for recording.




	
Lesson 27: Practical field maintenance (7)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance, including checking and removing hazards such as poo picking and weed/poisonous plant removal and correct disposal.
Horses to be visually checked. 
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Wheelbarrow or trailer and tools for poo picking
Gloves/fork for weed pulling
Headcollar and lead rope for catching horses, if necessary
PPE for handling horses should be available if needed





	Lesson 28: Practical field maintenance (8)
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1
Carry out basic assessment of the quantity and quality of grazing
Topic 1.2
Carry out checks on the following for suitability:
· boundaries
· shelter
· water supply
Topic 1.3
Perform initial checks for hazards and poisonous plants and weeds
Topic 2.3
Check the behaviour and condition of horses on grazing land regularly
Topic 3.3
Different types/methods of providing boundaries, shelter and water supply

	Practical session
Learners to carry out field checks and maintenance. In pairs, catch up any turned out horses for health checking and basic groom.
Provide feedback and report correctly.
	Head collars and lead ropes
Basic grooming kit, hoof pick, dandy brushes
Health check sheets for recording.




	Lesson 29: Contingency session
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	All topics
	Learners to work on any areas of development and complete any outstanding assessments.

	Assessment sheets and progress tracking sheet from previous topics





	Lesson 30: End-of-Unit review
Learning Outcomes 1–3: 
Assess grazing land for the introduction of horses
Turn out, catch and bring in horses from grazing land
Recommend how to maintain horses at grass

	Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour 


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	All topics
	Learners have the opportunity to review the Unit: what went well, what did not go so well and what have they learnt.

	Complete Unit review form
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