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OVERVIEW 
 

The primary outcome of this qualification is to enable you to gain the specialist skills 
and knowledge to enter into employment within the dog grooming industry. 

 
• What does this qualification cover? 

 
This qualification covers the skills and knowledge required for working in the dog grooming 
industry. The content could enable you to become a dog groomer/stylist in a salon or a 
mobile unit. 

 
Level 3 Certificate in Introductory Dog Grooming is a pre-requisite for the Level 3 
Diploma. 

 
The content of the qualification is very focussed on the specialist skills, knowledge and 
understanding needed to become a dog groomer. You need to take all of the following 
compulsory units (four will have already been taken through achieving the Level 3 
Certificate): 

 
Carry out styling and finishing of dogs 
Assessment and planning of dog grooming work 
Promote and maintain the health and wellbeing of animals 
Health checking a dog by a dog groomer 
Hand stripping a dog’s coat 
Style and trim a spaniel’s coat 
Style and trim a short-legged terrier’s coat 

In addition, you will take one of the following units: 

Welcome, receive and care for visitors 
Promote, monitor and maintain health, safety and security 
Moving animals between locations 
Handle payments from clients 
Keep stock on sale at required levels in a retail environment 
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Plus one of the following units: 

 
Style and trim a poodle’s coat 
Style and trim a long-legged terrier or Schnauzer’s coat 

 

 
 
This is a Framework qualification. 

 

 
 
• Who could take this qualification? OR who is this qualification designed for? 

 

 
 
This qualification is a centre-based qualification designed to be taken in a College 
environment, or through a Training Provider. It reflects the specialist skills and knowledge 
needed to progress into employment within the dog grooming industry. 

 
The Level 3 Certificate in Introductory Dog Grooming is a pre-requisite for the Level 3 
Diploma. 

 
You need to be 16 years old or over to take this qualification. 

 
As a result of taking this qualification, you will have developed the specialist skills, 
knowledge and understanding to work within the dog grooming industry. 

 

 
 
WHAT COULD THIS QUALIFICATION LEAD TO? 

This qualification could lead to jobs such as: 

‐ Dog groomer 

‐ Dog stylist 

‐ Salon/mobile salon 

‐ Retail outlet owner/advisor 

‐ Salon Manager 
 

 
 
WHO SUPPORTS THIS QUALIFICATION? 

 

This qualification is supported by the following providers: 
The Pet Industry Federation 
Chichester College 
The Academy @Fir Tree Ltd 
Hadlow College 
Heavenlyz Consultancy Ltd 
Canterbury College 

 
It is also supported by: 
The Pet Industry Federation (Trade Association) 
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