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Candidate name: 

Candidate number: 

Date registered for ECommS:  

Unique Learner Number: (ULN) (if applicable): 

Centre name or number: 

 

Instructions 
 

● Make sure the boxes at the top of this page are filled in with your name, 
candidate number, ULN (if applicable) and centre name or number. 

● Make sure you complete all parts of the task. 
 

You have up to 4 hours in total to complete this controlled task, although that time 
can be split over a number of sessions. Details of when each session started and 
ended must be recorded below:  
 

Date controlled task started: 

Date controlled task completed (no more than 8 weeks later): 

Session 
1 

Session 
2 

Session 
3 

Session 
4 

Session 
5 

Session 
6 

Session 
7 

Session 
8 

 Date 

 

Date 

 

Date 

 

Date 

 

Date 

 

Date 

 

Date 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Duration 

 

Total time spent (including research time): 

 
If more than eight sessions are required, any further dates/durations should be recorded on a 
separate sheet. The qualification handbook provides guidance on applying the 8 week rule.  
 
Produced jointly by the four Essential Skills awarding bodies: 

Agored Cymru 
City & Guilds 
Pearson 
WJEC  
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This task pack contains a scenario, a set of instructions and some 
source material. 

 
● Make sure you read through the scenario, instructions and source material 

carefully before you start. 
● You will be supervised throughout your time working on this task, although 

during that time you can use most of the equipment that would normally be 
available to you in a real-life situation (this may include accessing the internet). 

● All work submitted must be entirely your own. You are not allowed to be given 
any help with the skills that are being assessed through this controlled task. 

● Make sure you hand in all of your work at the end of each session. You are not 
allowed to take any task materials away with you, or have access to these 
between sessions. 

● Make sure you sign the declaration at the back of this pack at the end of your 
final session working on this task. 
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Task instructions: Holidays in Wales 
 
 

What you need to find out  
Scenario 

The activities in this task are about holidays in Wales. 

 
 

What you need to do – Part 1  

Reading 
You must be able to identify the main points and ideas in the document you have 
read. You can look up the meaning of any words you do not understand. 
 

● Read Source 1 to help you prepare for and take part in a discussion on the 
topic: ‘Is it better to go on holiday abroad or take a staycation?’ 

● Use this information to write a blog for a travel website that encourages people 
to take a staycation. 

● Show your preparation for the discussion. You could make notes or lists, use a 
flow chart or spider diagram, or you could make notes on the source document 
to identify the main points and ideas. 

  
Make sure you hand in all of your work, including any notes or drafts, at the end of 
each session. 
 
Resources you should use: 
 
Source 1: The advantages of staycations 
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Speaking and listening 
Discussion (Minimum time 10 minutes for groups of 3-6 people, minimum time for 
larger groups approximately 20 minutes). 
 
Using information from Source 1, prepare to take part in a discussion on the topic: ‘Is 
it better to go on holiday abroad or take a staycation?’ 
 
Take part in the discussion. Give reasons for your opinions. 
 
During the discussion you should: 

● say what you think/feel about the subject  
● make sure you ask others in the group their opinions 
● make a note of any points made during the discussion that you feel may be 

useful in your writing task. 
 

 
 

Writing  
Write a blog for a travel website that encourages people to take a staycation. Explain 
the advantages of a staycation over going on holiday abroad.  
 
Your blog should be at least 250 words in length. 
 
You must use some of the information you found in Source 1. You may include 
information that you have learned from the discussion.  
 
You must: 

● produce a plan 
● write/word process a first draft 
● check your draft makes sense 
● correct any mistakes 
● produce a final document. 

 
Your final blog should have correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
use complete sentences and paragraphs.  
 
Make sure you hand in all of your work, including any notes or drafts, at the end of 
each session. 
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What you need to do – Part 2  

Reading 

You must be able to identify the main points and ideas in the document you have 
read. You can look up the meaning of words you do not understand. 

 
● Read Source 2 and find information to help you to write a report for overseas 

students about things to see and do when visiting Wales. 
● You must show your preparation for writing the report. You could make notes 

or lists, use a flow chart or spider diagram or you could make notes on the 
source document to identify the main points and ideas. 

 
Make sure you hand in all of your work, including any notes or drafts, at the end of 
each session. 
 

Resources you should use: 
 
Source 2: Free attractions and things to do in Wales 
 
 
 

Writing  
Write a report for a group of overseas students about things to see and do in Wales. 
 
You must use the information from Source 2. 
 
You must: 

● produce a plan 
● write/word process a first draft 
● check your draft makes sense 
● correct any mistakes 
● produce a final document. 

 
Your final report should have correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
use full sentences and paragraphs. 
 
Make sure you hand in all of your work, including any notes or drafts, at the end of 
each session.   
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Source 1 

The advantages of staycations 

In the last few years, staycations have become more popular. This is where people 
stay at home and go on day trips to local attractions. Staycations are a break from 
everyday life. 

Chart showing the number of staycations in Wales 

 

 

There are many reasons for choosing a staycation, for example people are busier than 
they used to be and the cost of family holidays is increasing. Therefore, people are 
deciding to spend holidays in their surrounding area.  

So, what are the advantages? 

Staycations can be less stressful than travelling abroad. You don’t have to worry about 
delayed flights, overbooked hotels or, worst of all, packing. It also means that some 
people won’t have to pay for pets to be looked after when they are away. Instead, you 
will be able to relax from the comfort of your own home. 

While many people enjoy going abroad, it can be expensive, especially if you are 
flying and staying in a hotel. The money that is saved by staying at home can also 
help the community as it is spent in local restaurants and attractions. This supports 
local businesses and helps to keep jobs.  

To get the most out of a staycation, go to the local tourist office or search online for 
nearby attractions. It is amazing how much can be found in your local area, such as 
museums, amusement parks and festivals. People are often surprised by the number 
of things that can be found on their own doorstep.  
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Source 2 

Free attractions and things to do in Wales 

People say the best things in life are free and that includes the hills, beaches, sunsets 
and views that can be found in Wales. Not to mention other fantastic free attractions. 
Here are just a few of them: 

Festivals 

There are many exciting festivals that happen every year around Wales, both on 
land and by the sea. No matter what you are into or how old you are, there is a 
festival just for you. For example, Welsh culture, food and drink, arts and crafts, 
and music. If you enjoy water sports, there are even festivals featuring boat races, 
and jet-ski rides. 

Beaches and Lakes 

The spectacular beaches and lakes of Wales are popular with visitors from around 
the world. Tourists can take part in a range of activities at these places. For the 
more adventurous, there is swimming, scuba diving and windsurfing. For those 
who just want to relax, there is always the opportunity to have a picnic and enjoy 
the scenery. 

Walking 

In Wales, you are never too far from breathtaking scenery. There are many well-
marked walking trails. A popular choice is the coastal path of Wales which is 870 
miles in length and takes you all around the country. It was the first coastal path in 
the world to cover an entire nation. 

Towns and Cities 

Tourist information centres will offer details of things to do in your nearest town or 
city. There are so many things to choose from and always something worth 
investigating. The centres are always happy to offer suggestions for a great day 
out.  

http://www.visitwales.com/attraction-search/attraction-search-results/attraction-search-details?id=1169122&industry=TEA&location=Ceredigion&radius=10&filterIds=&city=&price=&latitude=52.21346&longitude=-4.358538
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Declarations 

1 The candidate and assessor declarations must be completed. 

 

Candidate name: 

 
 

Candidate declaration: 
I confirm that this is entirely my own work and it was completed during 
the supervised sessions stated on the front cover. 
 
Candidate signature         Date    
 

 
For centre staff and awarding body use only 

Assessor declaration: 
I confirm that this candidate has met the standard required for the 
controlled task. The controlled task was conducted under the specified 
conditions and completed within the working period and working time 
requirements. 
 
Assessor signature        Date    
 

Internal quality assurer (IQA) declaration: 
(if sampled) 
I have internally quality assured this work and confirm that the 
standards have been met. 
 
IQA signature          Date    
 

External quality assurer (EQA) declaration: 
(if sampled) 
I have externally quality assured this work and confirm that the 
standards have been met. 
 
EQA signature          Date    
 

 

 


